
Dagwood

Dispatches

Mission: To provide a venue for past and present members of the 16th Infantry Regiment to share 

in the history and well-earned camaraderie of the US Army’s greatest regiment.

No Mission Too Difficult No Sacrifice Too Great Duty First!

Vol. 27-No. 1 January 2017 Issue No. 90

NEWSLETTER OF THE 16th INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

News from the Front

The 16th Infantry Regiment Association is a Commemorative 
Partner with the United States World War I Commemorative 

Commission and with the Department of Defense 
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War

100th Anniversary Birthday Bash
Kansas City Reunion 26-30 Jul 2017

1st Infantry Division



January 2017 Dagwood Dispatches2

Association Staff

For membership card issues, please contact Phil Hall at (920) 699-2862 or pjatlarge@yahoo.com The membership fee for all Regular members of the Association is $25.00 per year, due on 1 January.

The Dagwood Dispatches is the newsletter of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. It is

printed quarterly on the first day of January, July, July, and October. Articles regarding

members, activities, and history of the Association and our Regiment are solicited for

publication. Please send all articles to the Editor, Steve Clay, via mail or e-mail at the

addresses above at least 30 days before the scheduled date of printing.

Steve Clay

Second Vice President

Phil Hall

208 Hunters Glen Lane 

Johnson Creek, WI 53038 

(920) 699-2862

pjatlarge@yahoo.com

Adjutant

John Schatzel

2527 South 25th Street 

Leavenworth, KS 66040-4313
(913) 684-2146

jschatz82@aol.com

Treasurer

Doug Meeks

1745 Belmonte Avenue

Jacksonville, FL 32207

(904) 396-7132

swamp1sg@aol.com

Board Emeritii

LTG (R) Ronald L. Watts

Robert B. Humphries

Woody Goldberg

Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

137 Waters Edge Drive NE

Milledgeville, GA 78234-2682 

(478) 295-0196

tfranger216@yahoo.com

Honorary Sergeant Major

William B. Arthington

3555 Appleyard Road 

Wamego, KS 66547-9366

(785) 456-2339 

doubleb@wamego.net

Commander, 1st Battalion

LTC Jon Meredith

Chaplain

Bill Rodefer

(941) 423-0463 

worgolf@aol.com

Veterans Assistance Officer

Scott Rutter 

(845) 709-4104

scottrutter@valornetwork.com

Recruiter

Doug Meeks

(904) 396-7132

swamp1sg@aol.com

Wounded Ranger Program
Bob Hahn

(202) 360-7885

robert.hahn@serco-na.com

DD Editorial Staff

Steve Clay, Editor 

(913) 651-6857

ironranger3@yahoo.com

Technical Webmaster

Fred Tolson

4563 South Richfield Street 

Aurora, CO 80015
(720) 231-0600

fred.tolson@gmail.com

Administrative Note:

Governing Board Other Board Officers

From the Desk of the President

Fellow Rangers:

I trust that you all had a very Merry Christmas and Happy Hannukah. The New Year is now upon

us and things are looking bright in a number of ways. First, as you know, the 1st Infantry Division,

our very own Big Red One, is about to turn 100 years old in June. There are a number of key events

planned to celebrate this very important milestone in the US Army’s history. The first is,

appropriately, the Fighting First’s birthday celebration during “Victory Week” at Fort Riley in

June. This promises to be a major and most memorable event. Then, of course, will be the Society

of the 1st Infantry Division’s own reunion in Kansas City during which it will also celebrate the

division’s birthday. There are a number of events set up to commemorate the division’s centennial

to include a trip to Fort Riley, and the dedication of a division memorial at the National World War

President

Steven E. Clay

307 North Broadway

Leavenworth, KS 66048

(913) 651-6857

ironranger3@yahoo.com

First Vice President

Bob Hahn

11169 Lake Chapel Lane
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One Museum located right next to our reunion hotel. I strongly encourage all Association members to attend the

reunion this year. It promises to be a fun and memorable event. The Association will also be holding an election this

year at the reunion to appoint a new Governing Board. If you wish to run for one of the Board positions, please submit

your nomination in writing to the Adjutant no later than 1 June 2017. Finally, it is my pleasure to announce that COL

(R) Ralph Kauzlarich and SGM (R) Bill Arthington will both be extending for one more term as our Honorary Colonel

and Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment. The 500 plus members of the Association salute them both and we all

look forward to working with them in the future to help maintain the 16th Infantry as America’s Greatest Regiment!

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay

President

Emeritus & Founding Member

COL (R) Gerald K. Griffin
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Ralph Kauzlarich

try at Fort Benning, Georgia, for his approval. Anyone can nominate a worthy individual for either

distinction; it just needs to be accomplished by 31 January 2016 for the impending Class of 2017 selection

process. The Class of 2017 Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment’s Investiture Ceremony

will occur during the 1st Infantry Division’s Reunion that will take place in Kansas City, MO, 26-30 July.

Details are forthcoming early in the new year. Please plan to be at the Reunion to celebrate our newest

inductees with us. In closing, the Honorary Sergeant Major and I want to thank each of you for your

continued support to the DMOR/HMOR Program and to our 16th Infantry Regiment Association. Our

energies as a Regimental Association to take care of our active duty Iron Rangers, their families while they

are deployed, and our Veterans have an impact that is some cases are life changing. I challenge each of you

this year to reach out to a Ranger comrade that you have not talked to as of late and bring them back into

the 16th Infantry Regiment’s fold. We must strive to take better care of one another at the grassroots level.

The common experiences we share as Veterans continue to make a positive difference in our lives. I

sincerely appreciate all that each of you do for our Regiment, the Association, and our Veterans. May God’s

blessings be upon each of you, and your Families, throughout this new year.

Be well, God Bless, and Semper Paratus!

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Seventh Honorary Colonel

DMOR/HMOR Nominations for 2017

Happy Belated Christmas and New Year’s to the 16th Infantry Regiment!

I trust this note finds each of you in good health and spirits as the year of 2017 is now

upon us. This year will prove to be one of the best ever for our Regiment. There is

many upcoming activities and opportunities for comrades to rendezvous and celebrate

our years of service in the Regiment while concurrently rallying around our sole active

duty battalion, the 1st Battalion Iron Rangers, as they man the ramparts of freedom on

the Korean Peninsula. Both the Association President, Steve Clay, and my Honorary

Sergeant Major, Bill Arthington, are receiving Class of 2017 nominations for both

Distinguished and Honorary Members of the Regiment. They will package all and send

to me on 1 February for review and my recommendation for approval to the 1st Infantry

Division’s Rear Detachment Commanding General. Our selected Distinguished and

Honorary Members of the Regiment’s names will then go forward to the Chief of Infan-

The tentative list of 2017 DMOR Nominees for which the Dagwood Dispatches has visibility are:

LTC (R) Smith A. Devoe, Jr. (2-16 IN VN), Association Nominee

1SG (R) Ted A. Baer (5-16 IN DS), Ed Walding, Nominator

SGT (R) Chris Coughlin (2-16 IN, Iraq), Ken Costich, Nominator

Bill Derrig (5-16 IN, DS), Bennett Dickson, Nominator

Bob Youngberg (1-16 IN, VN), Association Nominee

Ed Walding (5-16 IN, DS), Association Nominee

Jose Garcia (1-16 IN, VN), Greg Murry, Nominator

CPT Erik Anthes (GWOT), Association Nominee

BG Frederick Gibb (posthumous-WWII Cdr), Association Nominee

The known 2017 HMOR Nominees are:

Jennifer Jergens, Spouse, SGT Bryan Jergens, Doug Meeks, Nominator

Wayne Roff, Commander, Easy Company (UK), Association Nominee

Ian Malugani, Former Commander, Easy Company (UK), Association Nominee

Fred Tolson, Association Technical Webmaster, Association Nominee

If you wish to nominate an individual for DMOR or HMOR, please go to the Association website at:

http://16thinfassn.org/honors/distinguished-members/

There you will find the forms and instructions on how to nominate someone. Please have your nomination packets in 

to HSGMR Bill Arthington no later than 31 January 2017.  

http://16thinfassn.org/honors/distinguished-members/


Actions Taken By Your Association

September-December 2016

Work continues to assist the 1st Battalion to

renovate the Ranger Regimental Room at Fort

Riley. CPT Arbanas (Rear-D commander)

provided Steve Clay with a list of missing

streamers needed to complete the CPC display.

John Schatzel is researching the best source for

acquiring new streamers for the Regimental Room

and our own regimental colors as well.

On other fronts regarding the Regimental Room,

the president has been acquiring reproduction as

well as authentic uniforms and equipment to help

outfit and improve the existing uniform displays.

The Board has been coordinating with other BRO

Associations to raise money for the 1st Division

project in the Argonne Forest near Fléville that was

highlighted in the last DD. So far, $2500 has been

pledged.

The 2016 Life Member certificates and pins were

mailed out to new life members in mid-December.

Our Technical Webmaster, Fred Tolson, is working

on a new look for the Association website. It

should be up and running sometime in the first

quarter of the new year.

TAPS
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Annual Association Fund & Membership 

Drive Began 1 November

The annual Association Fund and Membership Drive

will begin on 1 November this year. Members are

urged to send in the membership dues and donations

well before the Christmas season hits. The Association

will be in particular need to help support the Christmas

mail-outs to the Soldiers of the 1st Battalion and the

Regimental Room renovation project. As always

donations for the Wounded Ranger and Memorials

Programs are also solicited. Please give generously.

John K. McDonald

11 Nov 2016

Harvey, MI

1-16 IN VN 1966-67

Louis J. Benazzani

5 Mar 2016 

Salem, MA

16 IN WWII 1943-45

Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail

system to communicate information to our members of

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the

Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent

of our members have provided us an e-mail address

with which to communicate with them on these

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please

provide your e-mail address to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

MSG (R) William Candelare

24 Sep 2016

Clermont, FL

16 IN Cold War 1953-55

Noel W. Warner, Sr.

1 Dec 2016 

Syracuse, NY

16 IN WWII 1943-45

Wanted: 

Association Facebook Master

It should be pretty apparent to everyone by now

that one of the primary means of commun-

ications for young folks (defined here as 30 and

younger) is social media. If the Association is

going to maintain healthy membership rolls we

have to also engage modern methods of

communication with upcoming generations. The

Association has a Facebook page, but what we

currently lack is a member with has the requisite

skills, time, and desire to maintain an up-to-date

and interest-generating homepage that will keep

our younger Soldiers and Association members

informed as to what is going on with us (the

Association) and affiliated organizations (the

Iron Rangers, Society of the 1st Division, the 1st

Division Museum, etc.). If you would like to

manage the Association Facebook page, please

contact the president, Steve Clay at:

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org or call at:

913-651-6857

We need your expertise NOW!

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
mailto:Steven.clay@16thinfassn.org


Upcoming Reunions in 2014
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Signs that the Rangers Were There 

Rangers,

One thing we Rangers really like to do is let people know who we are. And rightfully so! We are the proud

Soldiers of America’s Greatest Regiment. Every where 16th Infantry Soldiers hang their hat for any length of

time, they soon put up a sign showing that they’re open for business. Can you identify where these locations

are? Were you there? If so, drop me a line at steven.clay@16thinfassn.org and tell me where the location is

and when you were assigned there (or even if you weren’t, but know where the sign was). I will list the locations

in the April 2017 DD. If you have more images like these, please send them in to me.
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Dagwood Dispatches6January 2017

Soldier, You Did Make a Difference!

Sometimes, Soldiers wonder if the sacrifices they and their buddies made in war ever made any

difference. Recently, the Association president sent out an e-mail to our members that included a

link to a video of a Vietnamese woman who had been a refugee at the fall of Vietnam and was now an

American citizen. She expressed to heartfelt appreciation for the American military veterans who

helped her gain her freedom. Mr. Quang Nguyen, of Prescott Valley, AZ, was asked to speak on his

experience of coming to America and what it means him. He spoke the following in dedication to all

Vietnam Veterans.

“Thirty-five years ago, if you were to tell me that I was going to stand up here speaking to a couple thousand patriots, in

English, I'd have laughed at you. Man, every morning I wake up thanking God for putting me and my family in the

greatest country on earth. I just want you all to know that the American dream does exist and I am living the American

dream. I was asked to speak to you about my experience as a first generation Vietnamese-American, but I'd rather

speak to you as an American. If you hadn't noticed, I am not white and I feel pretty comfortable with my people. I am a

proud U.S. citizen and here is my proof. It took me 8 years to get it, waiting in endless lines, but I got it, and I am very

proud of it. I still remember the images of the Tet offensive in 1968, I was six years old. Now you might want to question

how a 6-year-old boy could remember anything. Trust me, those images can never be erased. I can't even imagine what

it was like for young American soldiers, 10,000 miles away from home, fighting on my behalf. 35 years ago, I left South

Vietnam for political asylum. The war had ended. At the age of 13, I left with the understanding that I may or may not

ever get to see my siblings or parents again. I was one of the first lucky 100,000 Vietnamese allowed to come to the

U.S. Somehow, my family and I were reunited 5 months later, amazingly, in California. It was a miracle from God. If you

haven't heard lately that this is the greatest country on earth, I am telling you that right now. It was the freedom and the

opportunities presented to me that put me here with all of you tonight. I also remember the barriers that I had to

overcome every step of the way. My high school counselor told me that I cannot make it to college due to my poor

communication skills. I proved him wrong. I finished college. You see, all you have to do is to give this little boy an

opportunity and encourage him to take and run with it. Well, I took the opportunity and here I am. This person standing

tonight in front of you could not exist under a Socialist/Communist environment. By the way, if you think socialism is the

way to go, I am sure many people here will chip in to get you a one-way ticket out of here. And if you didn't know, the

only difference between Socialism and Communism is an AK-47 aimed at your head. That was my experience. In 1982,

I stood with a thousand new immigrants, reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and listening to the National Anthem for the

first time as an American. To this day, I can't remember anything sweeter and more patriotic than that moment in my life.

Fast forwarding, somehow I finished high school, finished college, and like any other goofball 21 year old kid, I was

having a great time with my life. I had a nice job and a nice apartment in Southern California. In some way and

somehow, I had forgotten how I got here and why I was here. One day I was at a gas station, I saw a veteran pumping

gas on the other side of the island. I don't know what made me do it, but I walked over and asked if he had served in

Vietnam. He smiled and said yes. I shook and held his hand. This grown man began to well up. I walked away as fast as

I could and at that very moment, I was also emotionally rocked. This was a profound moment in my life. I knew

something had to change in my life. It was time for me to learn how to be a good citizen. It was time for me to give back.

You see, America is not just a place on the map, it isn't just a physical location. It is an ideal, a concept. And if you are

an American, you must understand the concept, you must accept this concept, and most importantly, you have to fight

and defend this concept. This is about FREEDOM and not about “free stuff.” And that is why I am standing up here.

Brothers and sisters, to be a real American, the very least you must do is to learn English and understand it well. In my

humble opinion, you cannot be a faithful patriotic citizen if you can't speak the language of the country you live in. Take

this document of 46 pages. The last I looked on the Internet, there wasn't a Vietnamese translation of the U.S.

Constitution. It took me a long time to get to the point of being able to converse and until this day, I still struggle to come

up with the right words. It's not easy, but if it's too easy, it's not worth doing. Before I knew this 46-page document, I

learned of the 500,000 Americans who fought in Vietnam for this little boy. I learned of the 58,000 names inscribed on

the black wall at the Vietnam Memorial. You are my heroes. You are my founders. At this time, I would like to ask all the

Vietnam veterans to please stand. I thank you for my life. I thank you for your sacrifices and I thank you for giving me

the freedom and liberty I have today. I now ask all veterans, firefighters, and police officers, to please stand. On behalf

of all first generation immigrants, I thank you for your services and may God bless you all.”

Quang Nguyen Creative Director/Founder

Caddis Advertising, LLC

"God Bless America "
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

standard. The mechanics of the field maintenance teams worked long hours, six days a week with the support

of the line companies. The battalion is also heavily involved in training for our air assault mission here. The

Infantry companies typically conduct air assault exercises every other week with the follow-on task of

“attacking” urban terrain training sites. The air assault mission is not part of our everyday Combined Arms

Battalion mission, but it is a requirement for our mission in Korea. Along with the air assault training the

battalion has been practicing the integration of AH-64 Apache attack helicopters, OH-58D scout helicopters,

and a variety of USAF Close Air Support aircraft in the exercises. It hasn’t been all work here in Korea,

however. Our football team participated in the Turkey Bowl here at Camp Humphreys on the day after

Thanksgiving. The battalion did its best to drink all the beer in the shoppette afterward (we weren’t successful

though). The troops have also been out across Korea and are taking the opportunity to get to know the local

populace and learn the culture. We are looking forward to some time off over the holidays before we head

north to train for 60 plus days in the middle of the Korean Winter. We wouldn’t have it any other way. In short,

we are working hard to proudly bear the colors and high standards of the of the 16th Infantry. As always, we

thank you for supporting the Iron Rangers. Your support helps us to strive to be better Soldiers every day. As

a result, the battalion has aggressively executed every mission with enthusiasm and professionalism. If

needed, the Iron Rangers are ready to, “Fight Tonight!”

Semper Paratus!

LTC Jon Meredith

Iron Ranger 6

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

Fellow Rangers,

The Iron Rangers arrived at Camp Humphreys, Republic of Korea, in late summer and

conducted a relief in place with the 2nd Battalion, 8th Cavalry of the 1st Cavalry

Division. Since then, we have been decisively engaged in training for our current air

assault and reserve missions here on the Korean peninsula. The battalion has gone

through the heat of live-fire operations in Death Valley and have now transitioned to

operations in the snows of the Korean winter. On arrival, the battalion immediately

began vehicle, weapon, and personnel services which are all critical to the battalion’s

“go to war” readiness. Simply put, they prepare us to close with and destroy the enemy.

We used this opportunity to teach our new lieutenants and NCOs what it means to care

for their people and equipment. The senior NCOs led the way and held everyone to the
LTC Jon Meredith

Jerry Griffin and the Hallmarks

Continuing what has become a sort of

tradition on 11 November, a group of Jerry

Griffin’s boys, the “Hallmarks” of A Company,

2-16 Infantry (VN 1965-66) came to visit our

founder and former Honorary Colonel on

Veteran’s Day. After attending the 1st Infantry

Division memorial services at the division

monument in Washington, DC, they gathered

at Jerry’s place in Leesburg, Virginia, to visit

with him as well. The fine looking grunts in

the photo to the left are: (top row, l to r) Keith

Bryant, Roger Meadows, Bill Thomas, and

Fred Burgan and (bottom row, l to r) Bill

Powell, Jerry, and Mike Memmer. Jerry sends

his regards to all Rangers out there and

especially his old “Hallmarks.” God bless you

Jerry.
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Honoring Pvt. Austin J. Gates, 16th Infantry, DSC 

New World War I 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin

Obverse Reverse

For the 2017 Regimental challenge coin, the Board has approved the limited purchase of 100 coins

as illustrated above. The coin celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the16th Infantry Regiment’s

participation in World War I. The coins are produced by the approved vendor for the United States

World War I Commemorative Commission and will be available this fall. If you wish to order one of

these beautiful coins, please contact Phil Hall at: pjatlarge@yahoo.com of call him at: 920-699-

2862. You can also write Phil at:

208 Hunters Glen Lane

Johnson Creek, WI 53038

In 2007, the village of Fléville, France, adopted the grave of Pvt.

Austin J. Gates at the Argonne American Cemetery. Gates was a

16th Infantry Distinguished Service Cross recipient who was killed in

action during the Regiment’s fighting around the town during the

Meuse-Argonne Campaign. The children you see here are from the

village and have stopped by to place flowers on Gates’ grave. If you

look closely, you will see purple flowers. Those are Lewisa

Redeviva, otherwise known as the “Bitteroot” flower, the state flower

from Montana from where Gates hailed.

mailto:pjatlarge@yahoo.com
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Campaign Streamers:

Gettysburg (with earned credit device)

Montidier-Noyon (with earned credit device)

Northern France (with earned credit device)

Defense of Saudi Arabia 1990-1991

Liberation and Defense of Kuwait 1991

Cease Fire

Transition of Iraq 2003-2004

Iraqi Governance 2004-2005

Iraqi Surge 2007-2008

Iraqi Sovereignty 2008-2010

Afghanistan Consolidation III 2009-2011

Afghanistan Transition I 2011-2014

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Streamer embroidered “KUWAIT”

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Streamer embroidered “HORN OF AFRICA”

Awards Streamers:

Presidential Unit Citation (Army), Streamer embroidered “NISCEMI, SICILY”

Presidential Unit Citation (Army), Streamer embroidered “HURTGEN FOREST AND WEISWEILER, GERMANY”

(Note: The two above are two new PUCs authorized by the Department of the Army in 2015)

Valorous Unit Award, Streamer embroidered “IRAQ 1991”

Valorous Unit Award, Streamer embroidered “AL ANBAR PROVINCE”

Valorous Unit Award, Streamer embroidered “BAGHDAD 2007-2008”

Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army), Streamer embroidered “IRAQ 2009-2010”

Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army), Streamer embroidered “AFGHANISTAN 2012-2013”

Army Superior Unit Award, Streamer embroidered “2006-2009”

Please Help with the Regimental Room Renovation 

On 12 December Steve Clay received a letter from Mr. Gerald O’Keefe, Administrative Assistant to the Secretary

of the Army, authorizing the Association to provide financial assistance to the 1st Battalion to upgrade the

Regimental Room at Fort Riley. First on the priority list will be the complete renovation and replacement of the

Medal of Honor wall with new frames, matting, glass and citations. Second on the priority list is the purchase of

all missing campaign and awards streamers for the CPC display. The missing streamers are:

Each streamer costs about $70 to have made. To complete this display, therefore, we need to raise about $1500.

Every Association member has an opportunity to sponsor one of the missing streamers. YOU get to choose the

streamer you wish to sponsor (first come, first served). For a donation of $70, your name will be listed in the

April Dagwood Dispatches as the sponsor for that streamer and also listed on the back of the display case at

the battalion headquarters. If you wish to sponsor a streamer make out a check or money order to the 16th

Infantry Regiment Association and mail to:

Doug Meeks

1745 Belmonte Ave

Jacksonville, FL 32207

Ensure you include a note to Doug naming which streamer you wish to sponsor (recommend you list 3

choices).



Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $25.00 per year. Please

take the time now to write a check for $25.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Doug Meeks, 1745 Belmonte Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207, H: 904-396-7132 

You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

2017 Membership Renewal

Ranger Profile Ranger Profile
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5
1SG (R) Ted Baer LTC (R) Smith A. Devoe, Jr.

2

“Smitty” Devoe enlisted in the US Army in September

1957 as a military policeman. After assignments at

Fort Gordon and in Paris, France, he was reclassified

as a Nike-Hercules crewman in the air defenses for

Boston until attending OCS at Fort Benning in 1964.

Commissioned as a second lieutenant of infantry, he

was a training officer in a BCT company at Fort

Gordon until sent to Vietnam in January 1966. There,

Smitty was assigned as platoon leader for 1st

Platoon, C Company, 2-16 Infantry. He participated in

the Battle of Courtenay Plantation (Xa Cam My) in

April 1966 where one of his squad leaders, SSG

James Robinson earned the Medal of Honor. After

departing Vietnam in December, he was next

assigned as a BCT company commander at Fort Dix

until he transferred to the Signal Corps in 1968. From

1968 until 1983, he served in numerous other

assignments to include advisor to the ARVN II Corps

a Pleiku and to the 45th Infantry Brigade; XO of the

123rd Signal Battalion; ADSO for the 3rd Infantry

Division; and commander of the US Army Signal

Command at Fort Campbell, KY. After retirement he

worked for the Deluxe Check Printing Company and

Colwell Systems, and rose to be general manager of

the Patterson Dental Company before retirement in

2005. He has been involved with numerous charity

and community service organizations and projects to

include the United Way, Boys and Girls Clubs, and

Army Emergency Relief. He is a member of the 16th

Infantry Regiment Association and the Society of the

1st Infantry Division.

Ted Baer enlisted in the US Army in 1974. After BCT

and AIT at Fort Polk, he was assigned to the 3rd

Battalion, 187th Infantry at Fort Campbell, KY. In 1977,

he was reassigned to the 1st Battalion, 38th Infantry at

Camp Hovey, Korea, after which he returned to the 3-

187 IN in 1978. In 1978, he was transferred to Fort

Knox, KY, where he served as a drill instructor until

returning to Korea, this time with the 1st Battalion, 9th

Infantry. In 1980, Ted returned to Fort Knox where he

successively served with the 4th Battalion, 54th

Infantry; and 18th and 19th Battalions of the 4th

Training Brigade. In 1985, He was transferred to Fort

Riley where he was assigned to the 5th Battalion, 16th

Infantry, Devil Rangers, as a Platoon Sergeant in B

Company. In 1990, he transferred to D Company and

served with that unit through Operation DESERT

STORM and until being assigned as the Battalion

Operations Sergeant. In 1993, Ted served his third tour

in Korea with the 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry and came

back to Fort Riley in 1994. For his final tour in the Army

he served in Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,

16th Infantry, Iron Rangers, as the first sergeant for C

Company, and as acting sergeant major for the

battalion. He retired from the US Army in June 1996.

Ted’s honors include the Combat Infantryman Badge,

Valorous Unit Award, Bronze Star, Meritorious Service

Medal, Army Commendation Medal (2OLC), Army

Achievement Medal (4OLC), the Kuwait Liberation

Medal and numerous other awards. He is a member of

the 16th Infantry Regiment Association and the Society

of the 1st Infantry Division.

http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
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Operation Junction City 6-25 February 1967

Operation JUNCTION CITY, conducted 22 February to 15 April 1967, was the largest single allied operation in the

Vietnam War. By the time it ended, it involved twenty-two U.S. infantry battalions, four ARVN infantry battalions,

seventeen artillery battalions, 4,000 Air Force sorties, and 249 helicopters, also making it the largest air assault

operation in history. Once all units were positioned for JUNCTION CITY, they formed a giant horseshoe. The

attached brigades of the 25th Infantry Division formed the western blocking positions; the 1st Brigade, 1st

Infantry Division, manned the northern positions; the 173d Airborne Brigade positioned in the northeast; and the

1st Division’s 3d Brigade formed the eastern blocking and screening positions. The hammer, located at the open

end of the horseshoe to the south, was composed of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Division, and the 11th Armored

Cavalry Regiment (ACR). Ideally, these two units would drive the enemy north into the guns of the battalions in

the blocking positions. On the morning of 22 February, the blocking forces air assaulted into LZs on the perimeter

of the horseshoe. Over the next three days, the hammer forces swept north, but the overall results of the 25th

Division’s big drive were unimpressive in terms of enemy contacts and KIAs. Only fifty-four VC were killed versus

twenty-eight dead GIs. However, the destruction of facilities and captured rice and equipment was great. On

completion of the initial drive, HQ, III Corps directed all units to conduct thorough S&D sweeps in their respective

areas of operation beginning 25 February. In response to this massive offensive, the commander of NVA and VC

forces in the south, General Nguyen Chi Thanh, directed COSVN forces in War Zone C to strike back by

ambushing small American units, especially supply convoys, along Route 4. This directive set the stage for a

desperate battle and another Ranger’s great act of heroism at the Battle of Prek Klok (see next page).
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Operation Junction City (Continued)

PSG Matthew Leonard

3/B/1-16 Infantry

Medal of Honor

During Operation JUNCTION City, on the morning of 28 February 1967, B Company,

1-16 Infantry moved out of its NDP on a S&D sweep about 4 kilometers south of the

village of Prek Klok. Its limit of advance was Prek Klok creek, about 2,500 meters to

the east. Capt. Donald S. Ulm moved the company with platoons in column as it

struggled to break through the heavy foliage. Ulm’s men used the “cloverleaf” search

pattern: move about 500 meters, stop, and send out small patrols in several

directions using circular sweeps. The company had gone about 1,000 meters when

3rd Platoon made contact with an enemy force to its front. It was the 2nd Battalion,

101st PAVN Regiment, en route to conduct convoy ambush operations along Route 4

and the two units had literally bumped into each other on the move. Within minutes

the 3rd Platoon leader was wounded and incapacitated and the platoon sergeant,

PSG Matthew Leonard took over. Leonard rallied his troops and repulsed the initial

attack and then formed a defensive perimeter. Moving about the positions during a

brief lull, he redistributed ammo and encouraged his men. While moving to another

position, he spotted a wounded man outside the perimeter, bolted over to him, and

dragged him back into the lines. An enemy bullet shattered his left hand during the

effort, but Leonard continued his vigorous leadership. Soon, the enemy positioned a

machine-gun to sweep the entire platoon area. Meanwhile, the platoon’s M-60

malfunctioned and the whole crew was killed or wounded while Leonard attempted to

help them clear the jam. In response, the sergeant assaulted the enemy machine-gun

himself and killed its crew. Severely wounded several more times, Leonard then

crawled over to a tree, propped himself against it, and continued to fight until he died

of his wounds. B Company held off several attacks by two battalions of the 101st

Regiment until C Company came to the rescue. B Company suffered 25 killed and 28

wounded during the fight but inflicted at least 167 KIAs on the enemy and an

unknown number of WIAs. For his actions that day, Sergeant Leonard was awarded

the 16th Infantry Regiment’s ninth Medal of Honor.
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The Evolution of the 16th Infantry Regiment

With increasing armored and mechanized capabilities of the Soviet Union and other Warsaw Pact countries in Eastern Europe,

the US Army had to develop new ways to fight outnumbered and win. The Army developed the “AirLand Battle” concept to attack

a Warsaw Pact invasion throughout its depth. A new TOE, the “J-Series,” reorganized mechanized Infantry battalions to include a

fourth rifle company and a new anti-armor company equipped with the M901 Improved TOW Vehicle (ITV). The old Combat

Support Company disappeared and its elements were absorbed into the battalion Headquarters Company which became a huge

300-man organization. This version of the J-Series was a temporary organization until a series of new combat vehicles began to

come on line in the mid- to late-1980s.

To work properly, the “AirLand Battle” concept needed new combat vehicles at the point of the spear. These included the M1

Abrams main battle tank and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle (BFV) systems among others. A revised “J-Series” reorganized

mechanized Infantry battalions to accommodate the capabilities of the M2 (Infantry) and M3 (Cavalry) Bradley Fighting Vehicles.

Since the Bradleys were equipped with TOW launchers, the anti-armor sections in the line companies disappeared. The scout

platoons were equipped with the M3 which gave them anti-armor capabilities as well.
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100th Birthday Reunion for the 1st Infantry Division

Kansas City, 26-30 July 2017

Rangers! Next year, the reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division will be held

at the Westin Kansas City Hotel at Crown Plaza in downtown Kansas City, MO, 26-30 July

2017. THIS REUNION IS MUST ATTEND EVENT!! As former members of the finest

Regiment of the best division in the world, we all need to make our best effort to attend the

BIG RED ONE’s 100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION. We anticipate that this reunion will be

the largest in several decades. Events will include a day trip out to Fort Riley to meet with the

Soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division, a division World War I memorial dedication at the

National World War I Museum, and several tours of the Kansas City area, in addition to all the

regular reunion events. Part of the effort at this reunion will be to celebrate the 100th

Anniversary of the 1st Division’s (and our Regiment’s, of course) participation in World War I.

Luckily, right next door to the reunion hotel is the outstanding National World War I Museum

and Liberty Memorial. Please begin making plans now to attend this superb and once in a

lifetime event.

Kansas City Westin Hotel at Crown Center Kansas City’s famous Union Station is across the 

street from the reunion Hotel. Great Shopping.

The National World War I Museum and Liberty Memorial are next door to the reunion hotel. 



Membership ApplicationMembership Application

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $25.00 per year

payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1

September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Doug Meeks

1745 Belmonte Avenue

Jacksonville, Fl 32207

(904) 396-7132

swamp1sg@aol.com

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________
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Veterans’ Memorial, Eagle, Wisconsin

Last year, our second vice president, Phil Hall, was asked by the Lions Club of Eagle, Wisconsin, to

assist in establishing a memorial honoring veterans of the local area for their service to the United

States. As is his usual style, Phil pitched in to help with the project. One of the actions he took was to

request that the 16th Infantry Regiment Association buy a paver for the memorial to honor the men of the

Regiment who have served from the state of Wisconsin. The Governing Board agreed to purchase the

stone and it was installed and dedicated sometime last summer. The images above show the memorial

and the paver that represents the 16th Infantry.

mailto:swamp1sg@aol.com
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