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Administrative Note:

Governing Board Other Board Officers

From the Desk of the President

Fellow Rangers:

This spring has been, as usual, a bit slow, but things will be starting to gear up as we enter summer

and approach the reunion and the DMOR/HMOR investiture. Enclosed you will find information

on both events and I strongly encourage you all to make every effort to attend these fine events. The

spring, while slow, was not completely uneventful. As you know, the Association once again

sponsored the command post for the 16th Infantry’s attendees to the annual dinner of the combat

officers of the 1st Infantry Division in Alexandria, VA. While there, 1st Vice President Bob Hahn

and Phil Hall presented Scott Rutter with the National Infantry Association’s Order of St. Maurice.

Also, as you may already know, our former Treasurer, Doug Meeks lost his battle with cancer. He

passed away on 30 April and I have sent our condolences to his wife Sharon and his family. Doug

stuck to his guns to the last and his loss is sorely felt. Fortunately, Dan Alix has stepped up to take
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over as the new Treasurer. Thanks to Bob Humphries driving down to Jacksonville on short notice and Dan setting up a

new account at Pentagon Federal Bank in Augusta, GA,, we were able to get the treasury transferred in time to avoid a

potential freeze on the account due to Doug’s passing. Besides the reunion and the DMOR investiture, the only other

thing on the horizon is the World War I 100th anniversary commemorations in France in September. Bob and Judy

Humphries and Elizabeth and I plan to attend those to represent the regiment. Look for pictures in the next DD!

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay
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Several weeks ago, the Honorary Sergeant Major and I via the Association President, Steve Clay, published

the coordinating instructions for this year’s Distinguished and Honorary Member of the Regiment

Investiture Ceremony. The following recommended individuals were approved for the designation as

Distinguished Members of the Regiment:

Name Service Period in the Regiment

CPT George C. Steinberg Vietnam (posthumous promotion/awarded DSC)

LTC (R) Trevor A. Howard Vietnam

Mr. Richard M. Airoldi Vietnam

Mr. Edward N. Skiles Vietnam

LTG (R) John P. Otjen Cold War

COL (R) Thomas S. Hollis Operation Iraqi Freedom

MAJ (R) Ronald A. Brock Operation Iraqi Freedom

SGM (R) Todd E. Ziegler Operation Iraqi Freedom

MAJ Edward O. Ziembinski Operation Iraqi/Enduring Freedom

Mr. C. Wayne Parrish was approved for the distinction of Honorary Member of the Regiment.

The Investiture Ceremony will occur on 10 August at 1700 hours in the Junction City Courtyard Marriott

with a dinner immediately following. DMOR/HMOR Activities will begin the night prior with our participation

in the 1st Infantry Division’s Victory Dinner at the Riley Conference Center beginning at 1730 hours. If you

have not let the Honorary Sergeant Major, Tom Pendleton, know which events you intend to participate in,

please do so soonest. We expect this year’s “rendezvous” to be one of our very largest even though the

Society of the 1st Infantry Division’s 99th annual reunion in Lombard, Illinois will occur the week prior.

Like last year, I ask that you visit www.1stid.org/membership/annual-reunion/ to learn about the Big Red

One Reunion and participate if your time and treasure allows. It too will surely be a phenomenal BRO event.

Thanks for what you do! I look forward to seeing you next month. God Bless & Semper Paratus!

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Seventh Honorary Colonel
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Ralph Kauzlarich

Dear fellow Rangers,

I trust everyone is staying healthy and cool as the summer months shine down

upon each of us. Team Kauzlarich is in the process of changing base camps and

assignments. Our time in Milledgeville, Georgia while working for the Georgia

Military College has been an incredible experience, but as many of you know, it’s

difficult to stay in any one place for too long. After almost four years, we are

transitioning to Saint Johns, Florida, as I begin new work for APR Energy in

electrical plant operations. We look forward to this new adventure and expected

challenges. Our new address is 210 Manor Lane, Saint Johns, Florida, 32259. All

are welcome to visit at your earliest convenience – golf, fishing, and walking on the

beach are available to all.
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Did You Know?
(0r, how we got the nickname “Rangers”)

On D-Day, 6 June 1944, one of the interesting incidents
that took place was the mistaken report by the German
352nd Infantry Division that they were facing an assault by
US Army Rangers on the east side of Omaha Beach where
our regiment was landing (though there were Rangers at
Point du Hoc farther west). During the post-war
occupation, the 16th Infantry was spread out between
west Germany, Berlin, and Austria. Due to the increasing
Soviet threat, in 1948 the 1st Infantry Division was ordered
to assemble at Grafenwöhr to begin retraining as a full
combat division after several years of Constabulary duty.
The CG decided to use a vigorous sports program as a way
of building esprit in the division and ordered a series of
sports events between units. Our regimental commander
at the time, Col. John P. Evans, started a competition to
come up with a regimental nickname that would be
indicative of the regiment’s character and history, yet also
suffice as a sports team name as well. The name he
selected was “Rangers” which was picked from a pool of
names submitted by the men of the regiment. Evans chose
it because it was “suggestive of vigilance, prowess, and
spirit” and due to the incorrect German report on D-Day
that the troops fighting in the regiment’s sector were
“Rangers.” Since then, we have requested on at least two
occasions for the Center of Military History to officially
recognize the appellation, but they have refused for
obvious reasons. Nevertheless, It is a nickname that has
stayed with the regiment to this day.

New Society Address

From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

Greetings Rangers!

My name is LTC Drew Conover and I assumed command of the 1st Battalion, 16th
Infantry from LTC Meredith in March. I am amazed by the history of this regiment and
could not be prouder to be a part of it. As usual, the Iron Rangers are busy! We recently
completed gunnery and two brigade-level exercises as we prepare for deployment to
the National Training Center next month. The Iron Rangers performed exceptionally
well during these exercises and culminated the training with a 600-meter gap crossing
over a portion of Milford Lake directly into an attack. We were also pleased to host a
small contingent from the 2nd Battalion last month. Our Soldiers ad I truly enjoyed the
opportunity to connect with some former Rangers. As we prepare to head off to the LTC Drew Conover

NTC know that the Iron Rangers will continue to represent the 16th Infantry well. Best wishes to all and we
will see you next month at the DMOR ceremony. As always, thank you for your service and support to the
Soldiers and Families of the US Army's Greatest Regiment.

VR

Drew R. Conover
LTC, Infantry
Iron Ranger 6

We received the following note from Tom Hollis,
executive director of the Society of the 1st Infantry
Division:

“I ask members to no longer send mail to the
Pennsylvania office as we are in the final stages of
consolidating all activities there and moving operations
solely out of our Headquarters office. The new address
is:

Society of the 1st Infantry Division
510 Huber Road, B15
P.O. Box 2307
Fort Riley, KS 66442



Actions Taken By Your Association

April-June 2018

Bob Hahn has arranged to have the 3rd Infantry

(The Old Guard) carry the regimental colors for

Jerry Griffin’s funeral at Arlington National

Cemetery in September.

The Board has compiled a contact list of former

battalion commanders to contact them regarding

potential nominees for the Wounded Ranger

program. Bob Hahn has the list and will contacting

them soon.

Bob Hahn is working with Derrick Stinnet as our

Wounded Ranger nominee this year. Current plans

are to bring Derrick to the reunion this year.

With many thanks to Bob Humphries and Dan Alix,

the Association’s funds have been successfully

transferred from the old account in Jacksonville to

a new account with Pentagon Federal in Augusta,

GA. Current balance as of 21 June is about $27,500.

The 2nd regimental banner is being manufactured

as this goes to press. It will be completed sometime

in July and available for Association Functions

thereafter.

The Board has selected Dan Price as the new

Assistant Quartermaster. He will assume the

Quartermaster position from Phil Hall at the reunion

in August.

TAPS

5

BG (R) David C. Martin

3 Nov 2017

Vienna, VA

HQ/1-16 IN VN 1969-70

COL (R) Richard W. Cato

5 Apr 2018

Fairfax, VA

1-16 IN VN 1966

Ernest Zuberbuehler, Jr. 

1 Mar 2018

Mauston, WI

16 IN CW 1953-55

Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail

system to communicate information to our members of

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for the

Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 percent

of our members have provided us an e-mail address

with which to communicate with them on these

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please

provide your e-mail address to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

SGM (R) Douglas Meeks, R.I.P.
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SGM (R) Douglas Meeks enlisted in the US Army in

May 1965 and, after completing Basic and Infantry

AIT, was assigned to the 8th ID in Germany that

October. He volunteered for Vietnam and on arrival

was assigned to B Company, 2-16 Infantry in June

1966. After hospitalization for malaria, he was

reassigned to the Security Platoon for the 2nd

Brigade. In June 1967 Doug returned to the US and

was assigned to the 3rd Ranger Company at Fort

Benning, GA. He volunteered once again for duty

in Vietnam and was assigned to HHC, 525th MI

Group in March 1968. On his return from Vietnam

in March 1969, he was honorably discharged. After

leaving active duty, Doug served in the US Army

Reserve and in the Florida National Guard from

February 1975 until his retirement in December

2005. Doug’s awards include the CIB, MSM, and

Air Medal. Doug was a DMOR and served as the

Treasurer 2014-2018. He reported for duty with the

Heavenly Host on 30 April 2018.

SGM (R) Douglas Meeks

30 Apr 2018

Jacksonville, FL

B/2-16 IN VN 1966-67

COL (R) Richard W. Cato

5 Apr 2018

Fairfax, VA

1-16 IN VN 1966

SGM (R) George J. Marlett

31 Oct 2017

Opelika, AL

B/16 WWII 1940-43

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
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2018 DMOR/HMOR Investiture Schedule and Instructions

Rangers!!!

The time to invest this year's class of Distinguished and Honorary Members of the 16th Infantry Regiment is drawing
near. All events will occur on Fort Riley and at the Junction City Courtyard Marriott. Below are the scheduled activities:

9 August:
- 1500-UTC Check-in to the JC Marriott Courtyard
- 1600 Hours Establish 16th Infantry Command Post
- 1730-2100 Hours Victory Dinner at the Riley Conference Center

10 August:
- 1000-1200 Hours Attend Division Review
- 1200-1230 Hours Movement to 1st Battalion Area
- 1230-1530 Hours Lunch/Weapons Display at Battalion Area
- 1530-1630 Hours Return to JC Courtyard Marriott
- 1700-1800 Hours DMOR/HMOR Investiture at JC Courtyard Marriott
- 1830-2000 Hours DMOR/HMOR Dinner at JC Courtyard Marriott
- 2000-UTC Command Post Operations

If you intend to stay at the JC Courtyard Marriott, please use the link below or call (785) 210-1500, reserve your room using
the code “16th Infantry Regiment Association” prior to 16 July, and your rate will be $85 per night. We only have 15
guaranteed rooms, so please make your reservations as soon as possible. They will honor the price for all 16th Infantry
guests as long as rooms are available in the hotel. The discount will not apply if you book through a third-party website
(i.e. Expedia, Travelocity, etc.) Use the link below to book online through Marriott. There is a technical issue with the
banner on the website that may state the discounted rate is not available for the dates selected, but you will still get the
room for $85. Check the dates, they are set to 8-12 August by default because of the glitch. If you have problems with the
link, copy and paste the URL below to access the website.
https://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-
travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=16th%20Infantry%20Regiment%20Association%5Emhkcy%60IRAIRAA%7CIRAIRAB%6085
.00%60USD%60false%602%608/8/18%608/12/18%607/18/18&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes

Given our Reunion/Investiture will occur at the conclusion of the 1st Infantry Division’s Victory Week, we will have the
opportunity to participate in the Victory Dinner the evening of 9 August. The cost of this opportunity will be approximately
$30-40 per person (ticket prices have not been released). Please let our Honorary Sergeant Major, Tom Pendleton, know
you intend to attend and he’ll reserve a ticket for you. On 10 August, we will have the opportunity to attend the Division
Review on Cavalry Parade Field, followed by lunch with our Iron Rangers at their Battalion Area on Custer Hill. The
Investiture will occur at 1700 hours at the JC Courtyard Marriott. Immediately following the Investiture, the Honorary
Sergeant Major and I will host a DMOR/HMOR Dinner at the JC Courtyard Marriott. It is our intent that the dinner will cost
all attendees no more than $10, as we will make up the difference of the different meal choices. See below: Hot Plated
Entrees will include House Salad, Chef’s Choice of Seasonal Vegetable, Starch, Dessert, Rolls & Butter, Iced Tea, Coffee and
Water

- Chicken Fried Chicken with Country Style Gravy
- Grilled Chicken with your choice of sauce: Sundried Tomato Pesto Cream, Mango Salsa or Garlic Wine
- Chicken Fried Steak with Country Style Gravy
- Flat Iron Steak with your choice of sauce: Red Wine Mushroom Glace, Balsamic or Chimichurri
- Salisbury Steak with House Demi-Glace
- Pork Loin with your choice of sauce: French Dijon, Onion, Apple Cinnamon or Cranberry

Please let the Honorary Sergeant Major know not later than 15 July if you intend to participate in this year’s events in
Kansas. He needs to know what meal you’d like and what events you desire to attend. His contact information is as
follows: email – pendlett@hotmail.com or phone: (785) 213-0141. Email is the preferred choice of communication, if
possible. Also, pease be prepared to pay for all activities during check-in where a 16th Infantry Regiment table will be set
up in the JC Courtyard Marriott lobby. It is our hope that Rangers from all over the United States with service to our
Regiment from the World War II era to our present fight, will take advantage of this year’s reunion to rendezvous and share
the camaraderie that the most decorated Regiment in our Army possesses.



Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 1 January and dues are $30.00 per year. Please

take the time now to write a check for $30.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Dan Alix

4410 Felmellow Drive

Grovetown, GA 30813

You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

2018 Membership Renewal

Dave Shuey – General John J. “Black Jack” Pershing
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Over the past several reunions,

the Governing Board has sought

to provide our members some

entertainment into the regimental

Command Post to help make

your reunion experience even

better. This year, in honor of the

100th Anniversary of the

regiment’s participation in World

War I, the Board has engaged

the services of well-renowned

actor and impersonator, Dave

Shuey to provide us some

historical insights on General
John J. “Black Jack Pershing through his one man act, “Generally Speaking.” Dave has

performed this role on countless occasions for military and civic organizations, events, and

communities across the United States. He has also ridden his horse as Pershing in various

parades to include the Veteran’s Day parade in New York City, and is slated to ride in the

Veteran’s Day parade in Washington, DC, this November as part of the 100th Anniversary

commemoration of the end of World War I. For our reunion, Dave will perform twice, once

reflecting on his service as the commander of the AEF in France, and the other performance will

provide us some personal insights on Pershing the man, his life and family, and his overall

service as a soldier. Our members will experience a more sincere, authentic, and interactive

presentation from a live story teller . . . and can ask questions! That means any member of the

audience can have a conversation with Black Jack. The Board looks forward to bringing you this

opportunity to enjoy a conversation with one of the most important military figures of America.

http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
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Soissons Offensive, 19-22 July 1918
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Soissons Offensive, 19-22 July 1918

On the night of 17-18 July, the 16th Infantry moved into jump-off positions to participate in the counteroffensive
to reduce the German salient between the Aisne and Marne Rivers south of Soissons. At 4:35 a.m. on the 18th, the
battalions of the 16th Infantry—the 1st leading, the 2nd following, and the 3rd in brigade reserve—moved
forward into a vast wheat field. Preceded by a rolling barrage, the 1st Brigade, supported by tanks, swiftly overran
the initial enemy positions and advanced two kilometers to a dirt road running north from the La Glaux farm, the
division’s first objective. With minor casualties, the regiment held in place for twenty minutes as the artillery
pummeled defenses along the Missy Ravine. The line advanced again, and by 7:30 a.m., the 16th Infantry had
captured Bois-aux-Missy and approached the division’s second objective, Route Nationale 2, the main road from
Paris to Soissons. This push had not been as easy as the first. In their efforts to seize Missy-aux-Bois, the 1st
Battalion had taken heavy casualties from machine-gun fire originating from the Missy Ravine in the 2nd Brigade
sector to the north. The 2nd Brigade had also been held up by numerous well-placed machine-guns and artillery
positioned in the depression. The 18th Infantry had kept pace but the 1st Moroccan Division, to the south, also
had been stymied in their advance. The 1st Brigade was now well forward with exposed flanks. Lt. Col. James M.
Craig, regimental executive officer, learned that almost all the 1st Battalion’s officers were already killed or
wounded, and went forward to take command. He soon had the battalion positioned along Route 2, a tree-lined
road running across an open ridge line southwest to northeast. There, the battered lead battalions of the 16th and
18th Regiments took up support positions. The follow-on battalions moved forward to take up the attack while
enemy machine-gun and artillery fire swept the road. Advancing into the fields beyond, the 2nd Battalion
immediately began to take heavy casualties. Within a short period of time, most of the two lead companies were
killed or wounded. In one of these companies, the command had devolved to a sergeant. Despite the losses, by
8:30 a.m., the regiment had reached its final objective of the day in the fields north of Chaudun. That evening, all
units were informed that the 1st Division would push on to take its final objective, Noyent-et-Aconin, beginning
on the following day. Still under Craig’s command, the 1st Battalion, again took the lead and moved forward at
4:45 a.m. It was followed by the 3rd Battalion, just released from brigade reserve. As the 1st Battalion battled its
way east, the 3rd Battalion swung northeast and came on line to establish a temporary blocking position
overlooking the Ploisy Ravine, to prevent a potential counterattack on the regiment’s open north flank. On the
right, the 1st Battalion’s advance was held up when Craig was wounded by machine-guns. He refused to be
evacuated and assembled several volunteers to go with him to eliminate the machine-gun positions. Shortly after
they started, however, Craig was instantly killed in a burst of fire from one of the positions. Nevertheless, the
troops went forward and cleared the guns out of the way. The advance on the 19th was hard going. The 16th
Infantry advanced only two kilometers farther east to Hill 153 by 5:30 that afternoon where the 1st and 3rd
Battalions dug in. On the morning of the 20th, the regimental commander, Colonel Francis E. Bamford, sent orders
for the 1st and 2nd Battalions to advance at 2:00 p.m. to advance to and cut the railroad. The 16th Infantry moved
off Hill 153 at the appointed time and advanced eastward initially against little opposition. Reaching the bluffs
above the railroad, the doughboys proceeded down the slope when, suddenly, the earth around them erupted,
blowing dirt and bodies into the air. The railroad embankment at the foot of the bluff was their only chance of
survival, so they dashed headlong down the hill and dug in to repel counterattacks. By this time, only about 100
men remained in the entire 1st Battalion of the over 900 who had started three days before. That evening (20
July), the XX Corps’ mission was been completed. The 16th Infantry had cut the rail line, and the Germans had
begun evacuating the Aisne-Marne salient in earnest. On the 21st, the regiment pushed forward under heavy
resistance and captured the Aconin Farm and cut the Soissons-Chateau-Thierry road. Grinding forward an
additional kilometer, the 16th Infantry fought its way to the final objective, a hill northwest of Buzancy. There, the
next evening, the regiment was relieved by the 15th Scottish Division. As the 1st Battalion filed out of its
positions, it consisted of only forty men. During the five days of combat the regiment sustained casualties of 455
killed or mortally wounded and 1,205 wounded, or over 50 percent of those men who had jumped off on the 18th.
Every battalion commander and the regimental executive officer had been killed or wounded as were most
company commanders. Some companies were under the command of sergeants or corporals and, in at least one
case, a private. These casualties represented almost one third of those withstood by the entire 1st Division and no
less than forty-five men earned the Distinguished Service Cross in those five bloody days. Though the regiment
would undergo other difficult trials during this war, none would be as intense as the Aisne-Marne offensive.
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Operation TOAN THANG, 13 August 1968

Rumble in the Rubber, 13 August 1968
Terry Hassett with John W. “Sam” Matthews

In August 1968, A Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry was conducting operations from Night Defensive Position
(NDP) SICILY VI, located near the junction of Highways 1A & 2A east of Lai Khe in Binh Duong Province. That
particular location was informally known by the Big Red One troops responsible for that area of operations as
“Claymore Corners” due to the frequent ambushes that our enemy, the Viet Cong (VC) and the North Vietnamese
Army (NVA), conducted there. Alpha Company was a light weapons rifle company made up of four platoons. The
three line platoons were known as “Lima,” “Mike,” and “November,” rather the than the conventional 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd. Our fourth platoon, the mortar platoon, was called “Oscar.” It was Oscar Platoon’s role to provide support
to the line platoons by firing 60 mm high explosive or illumination mortar rounds whenever requested. Alpha
Company’s standard operating procedure while conducting missions out of SICILY VI was for two line platoons to go
on nighttime ambushes and the third line platoon would go on daylight Search & Destroy (S&D) patrols the next
day. The platoon whose turn it was to pull the daylight patrol provided perimeter security at SICILY VI overnight
when the ambush platoons were out. Much of the terrain around SICILY VI was difficult to traverse. To the west
was an inactive rubber plantation. To prevent the enemy from using the plantation as a patrol base and to make it
difficult for the VC to even move through it, the engineers had been tasked to knock down all the trees to increase
our chances of spotting the enemy. The engineers used a piece of equipment known as a “Rome Plow,” which was
a modified bulldozer equipped with a very sharp “stinger” blade that was able to cut down rubber trees. These
dozers were specially modified for land clearing operations in Vietnam by the Rome Plow Company of Rome,
Georgia, hence they were known as “Rome Plows.” The problem was that while Rome Plows denied the enemy
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Rumble in the Rubber, 13 August 1968 (continued)

places to hide, they left behind a great deal of tree rubble and challenging physical landscapes for us infantrymen
to negotiate as well. On 12 August 1968, Lima and November Platoons were sent out on night ambush patrols and
Mike Platoon stayed back at the NDP to conduct the perimeter security mission. Lima Platoon was led by 1LT
Mike Paul and November Platoon was led by 1LT Terry Cobb. As was the practice when two of the three line
platoons went on patrol, the company commander, Captain John W. (“Sam”) Matthews, and the company
command post (CP) consisting of two radio operators, a medic and an artillery forward observer (FO), went as
well. Before dark on the 12th, these company elements headed out of SICILY VI to perform the mission. About
halfway to the planned ambush sites, Lima split off and headed south, then west to set up their ambush in a
plowed area. November, accompanied by the CP group, initially turned north, then proceeded southwest toward
a stand of inactive rubber trees. About two hundred meters after November entered the rubber, Cobb’s point
man spotted 3 enemy soldiers. The point man quickly opened fire on the enemy troops but they escaped to the
northwest. November then continued and set up a “false” (i.e., temporary) ambush position. Meanwhile, Lima
Platoon set up its ambush in the plowed area. Shortly after dark, Lima spotted 7 men, thought to be enemy
soldiers, approaching from the southeast coming out of the village of Tan Binh. Sensing the presence of Lima
Platoon, four of the men fled to the northwest while the other 3 stopped in their tracks and went to ground. Lima
sent out a small patrol and captured one of the suspected enemy soldiers and 2 older men, who may have been
soldiers or, perhaps, enemy sympathizers. All 3 were brought inside Lima’s perimeter and tied up. November
Platoon remained in the false ambush site for two hours and at about 2200, moved east about 100 meters to
occupy its actual ambush position. The movement was hampered by a heavy monsoon downpour but the rain
enabled the platoon to make the move undetected. The silence of the night was shattered about 0440 hours
when about thirty 82mm mortar rounds hit November’s now vacated false ambush position. Unfortunately, one
round fell short of its target wounding two of November’s men in the real ambush site. Within minutes after the
last round hit the ground, an enemy force of about 100 troops launched a ground assault on the false ambush site
with mortars (unusual for VC units, rocket propelled grenades (RPGs), semi-automatic weapons, and hand
grenades. The force was well trained and organized. They were also screaming in Vietnamese indicating that they
may have been doped up or drunk before launching the assault. Given the size and intensity of the attack, it’s
likely that November probably would have been severely handled and perhaps wiped out if the platoon not
initially set up in a false ambush site. Back at the real ambush site, one of November’s men prematurely opened
fire which alerted the enemy to the real position. They redirected their attention there with a heavy barrage of
incoming fire from all directions and the fighting soon became desperate. The men of November responded by
setting off its claymore mines and opened up with voluminous small arms and machine gun fire. Captain
Matthews radioed back to Oscar Platoon and instructed them to fire pre-plotted mortar concentrations and
alerted the FO to get fires from SICILY VI’s artillery on target. The first round was too far away and called for an
adjustment that would put rounds in the middle of the enemy but was “danger close” to the ambush position.
The Oscar Platoon leader protested and said he would need permission from the brigade artillery officer.
Matthews ordered him to fire anyway and “to hell with brigade” --November was in danger of being overrun.
Back at SICILY VI, 1st Lt. John Avard, platoon leader for Mike Platoon, was monitoring the transmissions and ran
over to the mortar fire direction center and ordered them to do whatever Captain Matthews said and do it now.
They did. Within minutes mortar and artillery batteries were firing for effect but November still needed help.
Many calls for medics rose up as the enemy continued to attack from all sides. As the indirect fire shook the
battlefield, kicking up dirt and spraying the men with tree parts, everyone knew November’s security positions
were in trouble but they also knew that the close in fire support was helping to prevent their positions from being
overrun. Captain Matthews called for helicopter gunships – a risky move as it was still dark out and it would take
a little time for them to get there. He then ordered Lt. Paul and Lima Platoon out of positions to reinforce
November ASAP. Explosions toward Lima Platoon’s position signaled the activation of the platoon’s claymores
and movement of Lima toward November’s position. Meanwhile, the enemy continued its attack but friendly
small arms and mortar fire raised numerous screams from the enemy positions. Captain Matthews ordered Oscar
to repeat the fire for effect targets and directed the FO to place the artillery to try and block the enemy’s
withdrawal routes. About that time, the 2-16 IN Tactical Operations Center (TOC) called and asked Matthews if he
could use help from a unit of a cavalry platoon that was at SICILY VI. He replied “hell yes!” A great deal of relief
and hope ran through the troops of A Company when they heard tanks and Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs)
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The Cobra gunships arrived on station first and troops from November Platoon used strobe lights signal them as to
their positions. Next Lima Platoon entered the western flank of the ambush position soon after the arrival of the
gunships. The tanks and APC’s arrived next and were deployed to the east of the ambush site. As dawn broke on
the morning of 13 August, Lima Platoon conducted a sweep of the battlefield and found several dead enemy
soldiers and numerous blood trails. In all, 30 enemy soldiers were reported as dead – probably a conservative
number given the size of the force that attacked. Alpha Company suffered a great deal as well. Medevac choppers
evacuated the many wounded of November Platoon first and then the dead. The survivors climbed aboard the
cavalry’s tracked vehicles and rode back to SICILY VI. November Platoon was rendered combat ineffective;
strength-wise and psychologically. There were 7 killed men and about 25 wounded during the battle. Most were
from November Platoon but Lima also sustained casualties. The fight near Tan Binh resulted in the most number
of Alpha Company men killed in a single day in the 5 years that the company served in Vietnam. One final note.
PFC Richard J. Myers from Upperglade, West Virginia, was in a 3-man position when the enemy attacked. His
partners were killed during one of the first probes leaving Myers to defend the position alone. Carrying his M-79
grenade launcher and his dead partners’ M-16 rifles, Myers moved from rubber tree to rubber tree alternatively
firing the weapons and throwing hand grenades to confuse the enemy. Sam Matthews formally recommended PFC
Richard J. Myers for the Medal of Honor, but for some reason, the recommendation was downgraded to the
Distinguished Service Cross (DSC).

Rumble in the Rubber, 13 August 1968 (continued)
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PFC Robert Matthew Cates, Jr.
Las Vegas, NV

SGT Terry Robert Meyer
Holland, MI

SGT Earnest Randall Mullins 
Elkhorn City, KY

PFC Thomas Richard Polisky
Filer City, MI

SP4 Robert Walter Woods
West Orange, NJ

PFC Jimmie Lee Kratzberg
Columbia, MO

PFC Francisco Xavier Licea
Los Angeles, CA

A Company KIAs, 13 August 1968
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Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion, 1-5 August 2018

Saturday, 4 August
9:00am Division Memorial Service
10:00 am            General Business Meeting
10-12am-1-3pm Registration/QM Store hour
10-12am-1-3pm First Division Museum Open
11:00-3:30 pm    Architectural River Cruise
6:00pm Presentations in the 16 IN CP
7:00pm 99th Annual Reunion Banquet
9:00 pm-u/c Annual Auction & Raffle

The 2018 reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division (SFID) will take place 1-5 August at the Westin

Lombard Hotel located at 70 Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL, just west of Chicago. Check-in will be at 4:00 pm

and checkout 11:00 am. As usual, you can stay 3 days before and after the reunion at the Society rate. The

hotel is located at 70 Yorktown Center, Lombard, IL 60148. The phone number is 630-719-8000. Self-parking

at the hotel is complimentary. The cutoff date for hotel room reservations is 29 June. Please try to get your

registration form to the Society well before that date. If you cancel by May 15, 2015 you will receive a full

refund. After that date there are no refunds. After 29 June hotel rooms will be based on space and rate

availability and you will have to contact the reservation desk at the hotel directly at 1-630-719-8000.

Register online at: http://www.1stid.org/reunionregistration2015.php

Westin Lombard Yorktown Center Hotel, Lombard, IL

Wednesday, 1 August
9-12am-1-5pm Registration/QM Store hours
9-12am-1-5pm First Division Museum Open
1pm-4:30pm  Morton Arboretum Tour
1:30 pm Unit Reps Meeting (Boardroom-Lobby Level)

Thursday, 2 August
9-12am-1-5pm Registration/QM Store hours
7:00am Golf-Meet in Lobby
9-12am-1-5pm First Division Museum Open
9:00am-4:00pm First Division Museum Tours
9:30 am-3:30 pm Prohibition and 1920’s Tour
1:00 pm             Executive Director meeting 16th IN CP
7:00-10:00pm Welcome Party

Friday, 3 August
7:30am-8:30am Conflict Breakfast
8:45am Annual Assn Meeting in CP
9-12am-1-5pm Registration/QM Store hours
9-12am-1-5pm First Division Museum Open
9am-4:00pm First Division Museum Tours
9:30am – 5pm Arlington Race Way
2:00 pm           SFID Board Meeting (Lilac-Lobby Level)
4pm-6pm        Cocktail Reception

The outstanding 1st Infantry Division Museum is located right next door in Wheaton, IL.
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Other Goings On Around the Association

First Division Monument Washington, DC 
"Preserving the memory of those who gave all."

The Society is in the process of raising funds to update the 1st
Division monument in Washington, DC. The goal is raise
enough money to add the names of our KIA from 2001 to the
present. As members of the Big Red One team, we need to do
our part as well. Please give generously! You can donate on
line at:
https://1stid.org/campaigns/d-c-monument-fund/

or mail a check or money order to:

“Monument Fund”

Society of the 1st Infantry Division

510 Huber Road, B15

P.O. Box 2307

Fort Riley, KS 66442

Ken Alderson and Ron Watts relax in the CP 
during annual 1st Division Officer’s Dinner.

The line-up with the usual suspects. Who done it?

The 16th Infantry collage placed at the Netherlands 
American Cemetery at Margraten.

Max Poorthuis and the 16th Infantry Historical 
Society  placed the wreath on Memorial Day.

https://1stid.org/campaigns/d-c-monument-fund/


Membership ApplicationMembership Application

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year

payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1

September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Daniel J. Alix

4410 Felmellow Drive

Grovetown, GA 30813

(706) 573-6510

danielalix@gmail.com

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________
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Order of St. Maurice. Wounded Ranger Program

As you know, the Association tries to bring former Rangers
who have been wounded in combat to the annual reunion.
This program presents an excellent opportunity for these
men to reconnect with unit comrades and other fellow
solders in a way that they do not get back home. For
many, the experience is therapeutic and helps with their
recovery process. If you are aware of any former wounded
16th Infantryman who might meet the criteria as a
Wounded Ranger, please let us know. The basic criteria are
that the wound(s) sustained at a minimum must have
resulted in one of the following:

• Traumatic Brain Injury.
• Loss of at least one limb which includes an entire hand

or foot.
• Loss of an eye or complete loss of hearing.

For information on this program  please see the Associa-
tion website page at: 
http://www.16thinfassn.org/activities/wounded-ranger-
program/

Or contact Bob Hahn at:  
robert.hahn@clovispointsolutions.com

Bob Hahn and Phil Hall inducted Scott Rutter into the
Order of St. Maurice during the annual dinner of the
combat officers of the 1st Infantry Division in Alexandria,
VA, in April. The Order of St. Maurice is presented to
individuals who have “served the Infantry community
with distinction and demonstrated significant
contributions in support of the Infantry. Scott was
selected for the OSM due to his service in OIF, and his
work on behalf of veterans and with this Association.

Phil Hall, Scott Rutter, and Bob Hahn

http://www.16thinfassn.org/activities/wounded-ranger-program/
mailto:robert.hahn@clovispointsolutions.com
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