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beer and telling war stories at the next reunion. Having said all that, I want to take this opportunity to thank COL (R)

Ralph Kauzlarich for the outstanding job he has done for the 16th Infantry Regiment for the last six years as our

Honorary Colonel. Ralph has set a new standard of what “right” looks like for the HCOR job and his performance has

always been superb. Thanks Ralph for all you have done. I owe you a beer or two at the next reunion. I would also like to

congratulate COL (R) Roger A. Crombie, III as the incoming and 8th Honorary Colonel. Roger, good luck to you and I

look forward to working with you.

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay

President
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For membership card issues, please contact Phil Hall at (920) 699-2862 or pjatlarge@yahoo.com The membership fee for all Regular members of the Association is $25.00 per year, due on 1 January.

The Dagwood Dispatches is the newsletter of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. It is

printed quarterly on the first day of January, April, July, and October. Articles regarding

members, activities, and history of the Association and our Regiment are solicited for

publication. Please send all articles to the Editor, Steve Clay, via mail or e-mail at the

addresses above at least 30 days before the scheduled date of printing.
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Fellow Rangers:

Well, the spring quarter of 2020 has been mighty quiet, other than the lawlessness and riots going

on in many of our cities, especially on the coasts. One reason of course (which may something to do

with people wanting to get out and riot too) was the fact that, due to the Wuhan Flu, many folks

have been locked up in their basement dungeons and wondering what’s going on in the

communities around them. Fortunately, much of that seems to be fading and many folks have come

to the conclusion that the “pandemic” is not all that much to worry about, despite the best efforts

of some to convince us that the sky is still falling. Of course, that isn’t entirely true. Most of our

members, being older ladies and gentlemen, do have to take the appropriate precautions and I

encourage you all to do so. I would also encourage you not to worry too much as that is not healthy

either. As with most of these things, this too will pass and before you know it, we’ll be drinking

CSM, 1st Battalion

CSM Joshua Owen
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Ralph Kauzlarich

Dear Fellow 16th Infantry Regiment Soldiers, Veterans and Family 

Members:

As I write my last “From the Desk of the HCOR,” letter to each of you, I

reflect with great pride the opportunity you bestowed upon me to serve

you as the 7th Honorary Colonel of the 16th Infantry Regiment, our Army’s

most decorated. The last six years have been the fastest and most

enjoyable of my 54 thus lived. Having retired in July of 2014 and

immediately stepping into the well-worn Honorary Colonel shoes of

COL(R) Ken Cassels, it was an absolute honor and pleasure to transition

with him, work closely with the 16th Infantry Regimental Association led

by one of the most selfless leaders I have known, Steve Clay, all while

having two of the humblest, loyal, and professional Honorary Sergeants Major of the

Regiment provide thoughtful advice on the inner-workings of our duties and responsibilities

of the DMOR/HMOR Program - SGM(R) Bill Arthington and SGM(R) Tom Pendleton.

Together we celebrated at both “Ranger” and “Iron Ranger” active duty rendezvouses,

Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunions, Combat Officer’s Dinners, and Distinguished

and Honorary Member of the Regiment Investiture Ceremonies to name a few. We recognized

our Regiment’s heroes, both past and present, while taking care of one another, as we knew

we could do so better than any other formation. I sincerely appreciated your kindness and

support and look to the future to continue our Regiment’s long distinguished legacy as an

HCOR Emeritus.

On the afternoon of 17 July 2020, I will pass the DMOR/HMOR Program and the keepings of

the 16th Infantry Regiment’s standing as one of our Army’s very best Infantry formations to

my good friend and proven combat leader, COL(R) Roger Crombie. I’ve had the pleasure of

knowing Roger since the early 2000s when together we served in the 75th Ranger Regiment. I

have absolute confidence in Roger’s loyalty to the 16th Infantry Regiment. He possesses the

energy, organizational skill, and initiative that will surely allow our Regiment and its

Association to further flourish in the future.

In conclusion, I again thank each of you for your support to me, my Team, and to one another.

I look forward to our next rendezvous to find each of you healthy and in good spirits. May

God continue to bless each of you, our Regiment, and the United States of America.

All my very best & Semper Paratus,

Ralph L. Kauzlarich

Colonel, USA (Retired)

7th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment



Fellow Rangers:

The past few months have been a dynamic time for the battalion. Due to

COVID we focused on tank & Bradley maintenance and individual training

in the months of April and May. This served as a great opportunity for

decentralized operations and junior leader development. True to form,

the Iron Rangers NCOs did a phenomenal job in execution. I am

continually impressed with the quality of Soldiers and NCOs in the Iron

Ranger Battalion.

In June, the Iron Rangers completed a two-week gunnery density with

both Attack & Bushmaster, Bandido Charlie, and Rhino (HHC)

conducting gunnery and pistol and rifle qualifications and the Immortals

(FSC) sustaining the fight. We deployed most of the battalion to the field and capitalized on the

chance to not only build proficiency on our platforms but also an opportunity to build the entire

team in conducting operations. From sustainment to establishing tactical assembly areas, the

learning that was able to take place was excellent. Executing this event during COVID-19 was

interesting but your Iron Rangers performed flawlessly in protecting our force and preventing the

spread of the disease all while building combat readiness.

As we transition to the summer, the Iron Rangers are taking advantage of some well-deserved

down time in July and simultaneously setting conditions for team and squad maneuver and live fire

training as well as platoon live fire training in the months of August and September to build our

readiness.

Thank you for all you do to support the Iron Rangers and for your service to this great nation.

LTC Matthew R. Kelley

Iron Ranger 6

Commander

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

Semper Paratus!

From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

LTC Matthew R. Kelley
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TAPS

5

Walter "Butch" Walicki

A/2-16 IN VN 1968-69

28 April 2020 

Pittsburgh, PA

Richard Kennedy

HHC/2-16 INF VN 1966

24 Jun 2019

Lampertheim, Germany
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Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail

system to communicate information to our members of

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for

the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65

percent of our members have provided us an e-mail

address with which to communicate with them on these

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please

provide your e-mail address to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

Actions Taken By Your Association

April-June 2020

The Board has completed coordination and

payment for the casting of the Fort Concho

plaque and it is now in the process of creation.

Steve Clay has also been coordinating with Fort

Concho for the mounting and display of the

plaque. All is on track for installation and

dedication in November in San Angelo, TX.

The Board has received confirmation and

approval of its nomination of COL (R) Roger

Crombie as the 8th Honorary Colonel of the

Regiment from the Chief of Infantry at Fort

Benning.

In early May, the Board took action to temporarily

cease operations of the on-line Quartermaster

Store due to an issue arising in the personal life

of our Quartermaster. We are hoping that by the

time this issue hits everyone’s mailbox, the store

will be back up and in operation.

LTC (R) Edmund “Mick” Daley

Colonel Retired George Basso, United States Army, passed
away peacefully surrounded by family on 19 February 19,
2019 at the OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria,
IL. George was born 11 March 1943 in Italy, a son to Lino
and Regina (Polesella) Basso. The family emigrated to the
US where George joined the US Army. George served in
various US Army units in Germany, Italy, Texas, Vietnam
(two tours), Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Georgia at the
Platoon, Company and Battalion levels. In Vietnam he
commanded D Company, 2-16 Infantry from November
1967 to February 1968. He later commanded the 4th
Battalion, 16th Infantry at Cooke Barracks, Göppingen,
Germany, from 7 June 1983 to 5 June 1985. He was
granted a Master’s degree from Park University in
Parkville, MO in 1974. His military schooling included
degrees from the Armed Forces Staff College and the
prestigious U.S. Army War College in Carlisle, PA. He
retired in 1992 after 28 years of dedicated service to the
nation. George was interred at Arlington National
Cemetery on 11 March 2020.

COL (R) George Basso, R.I.P.

COL (R) George Basso

D/2-16 IN VN 1967-68

19 Feb 2019

Peoria, IL

Phillip Halladay

A/2-16 IN (VN) 

30 Oct 2019

Grand Junction, CO 

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
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Meet the New Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Colonel (R) Roger A. Crombie, III

8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

On 17 July 2020, Colonel Roger A. Crombie, III became the 8th Honorary Colonel of the 16th Infantry Regiment. Many of

you will remember Roger from his service as the commander of the Iron Rangers during 2012-14. For those of you who

haven’t met him, and those of you who don’t recall the details of his impressive service record, here are a few facts.

Colonel (R) Roger A. Crombie, III assumed command of the 1st Battalion, Iron Rangers, on 13 March 2012. During his

tenure in command, he was responsible for retraining and remolding the battalion from an ad hoc COIN configuration

from a recent tour in Afghanistan, to one of a fixed MTOE as a Combined Arms Battalion (CAB) consisting of 2

mechanized infantry and 2 tank companies. His two-year term as the battalion commander was marked by numerous

tough and realistic training exercises that included not only standard infantry training, but also Bradley and tank

gunnery and maneuver exercises. His command was capstoned by a superb rotation at the National Training Center

where the Iron Rangers thoroughly defeated the vaunted Opposing Forces. He changed command on 13 February 2014.

COL Crombie is a native of Euclid, Ohio. He was commissioned in 1994 through ROTC at The Citadel. Upon

commissioning and completion of the Infantry Officer Basic Course and Ranger School, COL Crombie was stationed in

the Republic of Korea from November 1995 to May 1997. He served as the Assistant Operations Officer for the United

Nations Command Security Battalion, Joint Security Area, Panmunjom, Republic of Korea (ROK) and as a Platoon

Leader in Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment (AASLT), Camp Greaves, ROK. He was then assigned

to the 3rd US Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) from June 1997 to March 1999. COL Crombie served as a Platoon

Leader, Executive Officer and Honor Guard Platoon Leader with The Old Guard prior to attending the Infantry Captains

Career Course (ICCC). After completion of ICCC, he was assigned to 1st Brigade, 10th Mountain Division at Fort Drum,

New York from October 1999 to April 2002 where he served as the Brigade Assistant S-3 and Air Operations Officer

before commanding Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment. He deployed with Alpha Company in

support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) in October, 2001. COL Crombie then served with the 75th Ranger

Regiment from May 2002 until January 2006 as the Regimental Logistics Operations Officer during the initial invasion of

Iraq; Assistant Operations Officer for 3rd Ranger Battalion; Commander of Charlie Company, 3rd Ranger Battalion

where he deployed in support of OEF; and Regimental Force Modernization Officer. Upon completion of CGSC in

December 2006, COL Crombie served as the Operations Officer for the 75th Ranger Regiment Special Troops Battalion

until September, 2008 to include a deployment in support of OEF. In September 2008, COL Crombie was assigned to

Joint Special Operations Command with duty in Washington D.C. where he served as a Joint Operations Officer and

Planner. He deployed to Iraq as a Joint Special Operations Task Force Operations Officer and Afghanistan twice as the

Director, Joint Interagency Task Force East. COL Crombie served as the JSOC Liaison Officer to the United States

Department of State prior to arriving to Fort Riley, Kansas in January 2012. His final assignment was serving as the

Senior Military Advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and Capabilities. COL (R) Roger

Crombie retired from the Army on 1 August 2019 after 24 years of service. He is married to the former Kristy Ann Covais

of Fairfax Station, Virginia. They have three children, Catherine, Roger, and Clara. COL Crombie’s awards and

decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (3 OLC), the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Meritorious

Service Medal (3 OLC), the Army Commendation Medal (6 OLC), the Combat Infantryman Badge, the Expert Infantryman

Badge, the Ranger Tab, the Army Senior Parachutist Badge and the Air Assault Badge among many others. COL

Crombie has been a Life Member of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association since 2012 and is a Life Member of the

Society of the 1st Infantry Division.

CONGRATULATIONS COLONEL CROMBIE!



Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 31 December and dues are $30.00 per year. Please

take the time now to write a check for $30.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Bob Humphries

1734 Ellenwood Drive

Roswell, GA 30075 
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php

2020 Membership Renewal2020 Membership Renewal

Ranger Profile Ranger Profile

1
Samuel Marr Florent Plana

Samuel E. Marr enlisted in the US Army in late 1967.

After completing basic and AIT at Fort Polk, LA, he was

sent to Vietnam where he was assigned to C

Company, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry. While in Vietnam

he participated with the battalion in a number of

combat actions to include the 1968 Tet

Counteroffensive, Operation Duty III, Rome Plow

security operations north of Lai Khe, and Operation

Toan Thang. During this period, he was twice wounded

in encounters with the enemy. After return to the United

States, Marr was honorably discharged from active

duty and soon joined the North Carolina National

Guard. He was assigned to the 505th Engineer

Battalion where he served as a Light Wheel Mechanic,

then a Construction Equipment Repairman, and finally

as a Machinist. He retired from the National Guard in

2009. After leaving active duty in 1969, Marr was

initially employed in the North Carolina textile industry.

He later changed jobs and joined the North Carolina

Forestry Service where he was cited several times for

his work in fire fighting missions both in his state and

Florida as well. After leaving active duty, Marr was

initially employed in the textiles industry in North

Carolina, and later joined the state’s Forestry Service.

His awards include the Combat Infantryman Badge;

Purple Heart, Army Achievement Medal (2 OLC), Army

Good Conduct Medal (2 OLC); National Defense

Service Medal; RVN Campaign Medal; among others.

Marr will be inducted as a Distinguished Member of the

Regiment for 2020.

Florent Plana is the CEO of World WAR II Veterans'

Memories, an organization dedicated to gather,

preserve, and make available the stories of World

War II veterans in general and those of the 16th

Infantry and the 1st Infantry Division in particular.

Since he was a child growing up in France, he has

had a great interest in history and particularly in World

War II. It began when he visited for the first time the

Normandy battlefields and the Normandy American

Cemetery. Later, he discovered that his great

grandfather had been an active resistant fighter in

Normandy during this period and that he was

captured and taken to a German work camp for two

years. His grandfather was liberated in April 1945

thanks to the sacrifice of the soldiers from the United

States. In 2009, Florent was fortunate to intern at the

1st Infantry Division Museum in Wheaton, IL, which

started a deep interest and connection to the 1st

Division and the 16th Infantry Regiment for him. Since

2014, he has been travelling all around the United

States recording WWII veterans who bravely fought to

free France and other nations oppressed by Germany

and the Empire of Japan. It is his way of showing his

appreciation and respect for as he says, “what they

did to liberate my family and my country.” To date, he

has been fortunate to record more than 700 WWII

Veterans including many from the 1st Division. In

short, through his work, Florent is trying to make sure

that the memories of the men of the 16th Infantry

Regiment will not be forgotten. He will be inducted as

an Honorary Member of the Regiment for 2020.

7 July 2020Dagwood Dispatches
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Czechoslovakia, 1945

On the morning of 9 May 1945, there was still a tenseness in the air. For the soldiers of the 16th Infantry, there was no real
sense that the great endeavor called World War II was over. There was no elation, no celebrations. The long months of hard
combat had left most soldiers drained of the emotional and physical energy it takes to get worked up about such an event.
Moreover, many officers and men also realized that there was still a difficult job ahead. There came the realization that
somebody was going to have to oversee the demobilization of the German armed forces, provide security for occupation
forces and installations, and ensure an environment that allowed for the stabilization of society until local, state, and
eventually, national government officials were elected and assumed responsibility for running the country. Until then, the
occupying forces would have to fill the vacuum, and the 1st Infantry Division was one of several divisions selected to perform
the role of occupation force. As things would turn out, it would be the only occupation division remaining in Germany after
1948. Just as it had been in World War I, the “Big Red One” was the first division deployed to Europe and would be the last
to go home. For the next thirteen years, the 16th Infantry Regiment performed essential parts of the occupation mission. It
began the period by playing the role of conqueror and policeman. But, as the Soviet threat developed to the east, the men
of the regiment were transformed into protectors, and eventually, allies, with the people of Germany. All this was in the
future of course, and the immediate postwar mission for the regiment in Czechoslovakia, however, was the demilitarization
of the German XII Korps. By the end of the first week of May 1945, the XII Korps was tightly squeezed between Patton’s Third
Army moving southeast, and the Russian 102d Corps advancing to the northwest. When the war officially ended, the 16th
Infantry received orders to occupy a thirteen-kilometer sector along the Ohre River, from Franzensbad to Karlsbad,
Czechoslovakia. Forward of the regimental sector were tens of thousands of German soldiers waiting to surrender. In
anticipation of this mission, Colonel Gibb set up the regimental headquarters in Franzensbad, where it would remain for the
next month executing the requirements of Operation ECLIPSE. ECLIPSE called for ETO units to accept the surrender of
German army and air force units, disarm and demobilize them, and separate SS and Nazi party members from the whole.
The ETO units were also to repatriate Allied POWs to their home countries, control travel between occupation zones, and
generally, assist military government activities. These tasks would be relatively simple compared to the follow-on missions
that summer and for the next two and a half years.
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Czechoslovakia, 1945

BG George Taylor accepts the surrender of LTG Fritz Benicke at 
Elbogen, Czechoslovakia, 7 May 1945.

COL Frederick Gibb, Regimental Commander, making nice with 
a Soviet officer at Franzensbad, Czechoslovakia, May 1945.

Front entrance to the Post Hotel in Franzensbad, 
Czechoslovakia, May 1945. This was the regimental CP until 

the regiment departed for Bamberg, Germany.

A postcard of the Post Hotel in Franzensbad, Czechoslovakia, 
during peacetime before the war.

A 16th Infantry chow line in Franzensbad on 17 May 1945. 
From Charlie Richards image collection.

After the fighting ceased the 16th Infantry rapidly assembled 
an unauthorized band with soldiers who could play an 

instrument. Charlie Richards (DMOR 2009) was one of them.
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Sergeant Alfred B. Nietzel, Medal of Honor

The 16th Infantry’s latest Medal of Honor Recipient, Sergeant Alfred B. Nietzel was posthumously awarded

the medal on 18 March 2014 after a Defense Department review of Jewish American and Hispanic

American veterans from World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War to ensure that no prejudice

was shown to those deserving the Medal of Honor. The Association (nor anyone else) seemed to be able

to locate an image of Sergeant Nietzel. Now, due to the due diligence of Max Poorthuis and the 16th

Infantry Regiment Historical Society we now have an image of him. Sergeant Nietzel’s citation reads:

Sergeant Alfred B. Nietzel distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and

beyond the call of duty while serving as a section leader for Company H, 16th Infantry Regiment,

1st Infantry Division during combat operations against an armed enemy in Heistern, Germany

on November 18, 1944. That afternoon, Sergeant Nietzel fought tenaciously to repel a vicious

enemy attack against his unit. Sergeant Nietzel employed accurate, intense fire from his

machinegun and successfully slowed the hostile advance. However, the overwhelming enemy

force continued to press forward. Realizing he desperately needed reinforcements, Sergeant

Nietzel ordered the three remaining members of his squad to return to the company command

post and secure aid. He immediately turned his attention to covering their movement with his

fire. After expending all his machinegun ammunition, Sergeant Nietzel began firing his rifle into

the attacking ranks until he was killed by the explosion of an enemy grenade. Sergeant Nietzel’s

extraordinary heroism and selflessness at the cost of his own life, above and beyond the call of

duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon

him, the 16th Infantry and the United States Army.
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16th Infantry Regiment Historical Society

Pvt Joseph Ross, H Company, with his new bride somewhere in Dorset County, England before D-Day. Ross was one of Medal of Hor
recipient Sgt. Alfred Nietzel’s best friends. Alfred (over the bride’s left shoulder) was Joe’s best man at his wedding. This is one of the many 
images collected of 16th Infantrymen by the 16th Infantry Historical Society for their new project.

Max Poorthuis and the 16th Infantry Regiment Historical Society have created a new web site called:

“Faces of the 16th Infantry Regiment.” The new project will serve to create a lasting digital tribute to those

16th Infantrymen who have faithfully served the United States Army and protected its Constitution. The

website will provide images and tell the personal stories of the men and women who have been a part of

our Regimental history. This new initiative will feature details of every fallen soldier from the First World

War up to the present day to ensure all those who gave the last full measure are remembered. Individual

stories will also be told through various awards and commendations that have been awarded throughout

the Regiment’s service. The Historical Society has been working to piece these personal stories together

for several years through extensive research and reaching out to friends and relatives around the globe.

The 16th Infantry Regiment Historical Society is asking for your help to expand this project and ensure

they can produce a fitting tribute for our great Regiment. They want to hear your stories and get them told

as well. If you, or a family member, served with the 16th Infantry during between 1916 to the present day,

please consider contact us with your story, award citations and any photographs you would like to share.

Contact Max at: https://www.facebook.com/facesofthe16th/ or e-mail: info@facesofthe16th.com



Delta Company, 2-16 Infantry (VN) Reunion, 9-12 September 2020

Dagwood Dispatches 12 July 2020

Ray and Judy Hutson have stepped up to the plate to host the 2020 version of the Delta Company Reunion for the second
time. They are billeted in Burlington, Kansas. The AO for the weekend is the Clubhouse Inn & Suites in Topeka, the CP being
Firebase Hutson. A block of 25 rooms has been set aside at the Clubhouse Inn & Suites in Topeka 924 SW Henderson Rd
Topeka, KS 66615 (785) 273-8888 at the rate of $79.99 plus tax, to include breakfast each morning, indoor swimming pool,
free WIFI, free shuttle, happy hour and other amenities. Be sure to mention Delta Reunion when making your reservation.
These rooms will be blocked until August 25 after which they will be released to the public. KOA Campground is
recommended for RV camping, 1949 SW 49th St, Topeka, KS 66609 785-862-5267. We recommend that you make your
reservation well in advance of the cutoff dates so that no one gets shut out.

Tentative Schedule:
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 9 OPS:
We’ll have dinner at a local restaurant (TBD).

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 10 OPS:
Various choices of activity TBD. Itinerary picked up upon check-in at hotel.

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 11 OPS:
Totally TBD. Itinerary picked up upon check-in at hotel.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12 OPS:
Saturday Ops will commence at 1400 hours EDT with a drive from the NDP to Firebase Hutson. Dinner will be at 1600 hours.

Directions from Clubhouse Inn to Firebase Hutson: For those wanting to drive their own vehicle, take US-75 south 60 miles
to Burlington, continuing one mile south to 10th Road west for ¾ mile to 1031 10th Road SW. If you get lost en route, call
firebase tactical operations center: 620-364-9742 (Judy) 620-364-9743 (Ray) for assistance or rescue.

Looking forward to spotting your smoke on this R and R. WELCOME HOME!

Your Brothers,

Don Dignan                                             Ray Hutson
(734) 525-0157                                      (620) 364-9743

dondignan@sbcglobal.net        rayhutson@hotmail.com

The boys of D Company at the 2019 gathering in East China, Michigan, 2019
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Colonel (R) Frank Harman’s Speech to OCS Class 007-20  

The president and CEO of the U.S. Army OCS Alumni Association and Honorary Colonel of the 11th Infantry, Frank Harman, addressed
OCS Class 007-20 at their graduation ceremony at Fort Benning, GA, on 5 June 2020. His speech was given in honor of the class and the
remembrance of D-Day. Frank served as the commander of the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, Iron Rangers from June 1997 to April 1999.

“Seventy-six years ago, Jimmie Monteith was setting in a berth with his company on a troop ship moving across the English Channel.
Was he thinking about his OCS class? Was he thinking about his family? Was he thinking about his combat experience in North Africa or
Sicily? Was he thinking about his Virginia Tech football team? Was he thinking about the training and preparation his company had
completed in England? Was he thinking about the English girlfriend he was leaving? Was he thinking about the Cabell Coal Company, his
father’s business, that he would take over after the war? Probably all of that and more. In seven hours, 1st Lt. Monteith, as a company
commander in 16th Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division, will land with the initial assault waves on Omaha Beach on the coast
of France under heavy enemy fire. He will continually move up and down the beach, reorganizing men for further assault. He will then
lead the assault over a narrow protective ledge and across the flat, exposed terrain to the comparative safety of a cliff. Retracing his
steps across the field to the beach, he will move to where two tanks were buttoned up and blind under violent enemy artillery and
machine gun fire. Completely exposed to the intense fire, 1st Lt. Monteith will lead the tanks on foot through a minefield and into firing
positions. Under his direction, several enemy positions will be destroyed. He will then rejoin his company and, under his leadership, his
men will capture an advantageous position on the hill. Supervising the defense of his newly won position against repeated vicious
counterattacks, he will continue to ignore his own personal safety and repeatedly cross 300 yards of open terrain under heavy fire to
strengthen links in his defensive chain. When the enemy succeeded in surrounding his company, 1st Lt. Monteith, while leading the
fight, will be killed by enemy fire. For his bravery and leadership on June 6, 1944, Jimmie Monteith was posthumously awarded the
Medal of Honor. Thirty-six years ago, as a company commander in the 5th Battalion, 16th Infantry, I was first told the story of Jimmie
Monteith and the actions of the 16th Infantry and the Big Red One on D-Day. The fact that Jimmie Monteith was an OCS graduate and
had worked his way up from platoon leader to company commander resonated with me. My experience as a platoon leader, company
executive officer, and company commander convinced me of the requirement and responsibility that a leader has to take action and
lead from the front. Jimmie Monteith is the standard. Twenty-three years ago, it was my honor to return to the 1st Infantry Division and
command the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry. On my desk, I kept a picture of Jimmie Monteith as a reminder of my responsibilities as a
commander. As commander, I had a one-on-one session which each of my new lieutenants. Usually it was at PT time. We would warm
up, do some push-ups, sit-ups, go on a four- or five-mile run. I would ask questions trying to find out as much as I could about the officer.
When we got back to my office, we would do a weightlifting routine and discuss the battalion and my objectives. Then once complete, I
would sit down and tell them the story of Jimmie Monteith and what my expectations were of them. My expectations included
qualifying their weapon systems and leading their platoons to standard in force-on-force training exercises under live-fire conditions.
Then I went through my spiel on how they would accomplish their tasks and meet my expectations. This is what I told them 23 years
ago. It still applies today, regardless of your branch assignment. Lieutenant, you need to focus on the basics. Weapons proficiency. You
and your Soldiers must be capable with your weapons and weapons systems, maximize preliminary marksmanship, simulations, and
gate strategies to get the most out of live qualification. Strive to do collective unit live fires on a quarterly basis. Be physically fit. Achieve
total body and mission-related fitness and lead and encourage your Soldiers to do the same. Use simple tactics. Engrain the steps of the
battle drills in your mind especially the attack battle drill. Understand how to mass fires and gain fire superiority. Remember battle
fields are noncontiguous and nonlinear. Anyone can be caught in a fire fight and your unit’s survival may be at stake. Become a technical
expert. Know your equipment, how it works, and how to apply it operationally. This especially applies to weapons, vehicles, network,
and communication systems. Maintain your equipment to 10-20 standards. Your personal gear, vehicles, weapons, communications
equipment, fire control, and night vision devices must be mission capable. I was chief of staff of the NTC OPFOR for 18 months. On the
prep day of every battle, I told our leaders it was an act of cowardice to not cross the line of departure with your assigned mission
capable combat vehicle. Make that standard apply in training and you will be mission capable for combat. Prioritize medical task
proficiency. Become a combat lifesaver and make as many of your NCOs and Soldiers combat lifesavers also. The Army is a dangerous

1LT Jimmie W. Monteith, Jr. COL (R) Frank L. Harman, III
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business. Accidents happen; you need to be ready. On the battlefield, lifesaver skills are essential. Know your Soldiers and take care of
them: Especially the single Soldier. We need them. They are the NCOs and, maybe, officer candidates of tomorrow. Listen and learn from
your NCOs. This applies at every rank from lieutenant to general. Because things change and officers move around, you find that you will
always rely on NCOs to help you achieve technical proficiency and take care of Soldiers. I have heard many speakers here at OCS perform
an act of humility and admit they or their speech will not be remembered. I do not care if you remember me, but I want you to
remember this. When the situation is most serious, most dangerous, and mission success is on the line you, OCS graduate, will take the
bull by the horns. You will act and lead from the front. Jimmie Monteith and the 51 other OCS medal of honor recipients are the
standard. You will be able to succeed because you have focused on the basics: weapons proficiency, physically fitness, simple tactics,
technical expertise, maintenance of your equipment, medical task proficiency, knowing your soldiers and taking care of them, and
listening and learning from your NCOs. Congratulations! We at the U.S. Army OCS Alumni Association are proud you. Take charge,
Lieutenant. Remember you’re an OCS graduate: “Standards, No Compromise.” Remember you’re a member of the 11th Infantry
Regiment: “Semper Fidelis-Always Faithful.” Remember you were trained in the U.S .Army Infantry School: “Follow Me.” And remember
your leadership standard is OCS graduate, Infantry School graduate, and Medal of Honor recipient Jimmie Monteith and his actions with
the 16th Infantry on D-Day. Semper Paratus-Always Ready!”

Colonel (R) Frank Harman’s Speech to OCS Class 007-20 (cont’d)  

Colonel (R) Ralph Kauzlarich, 7th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment  

It’s hard to believe, but Ralph Kauzlarich completed his sixth year as the Honorary Colonel of the 16th Infantry

in June. On 6 June 2014, Ralph took over as the 7th Honorary Colonel from Ken Cassels at the 70th D-Day

anniversary reunion at Junction City, KS. Before that, Ralph served as the commander of the 2nd Battalion,

16th Infantry, from 12 January 2006 to 20 June 2008. During that time he led the battalion on its rotation to

south Baghdad in 2007-2008, after which he served as the 1st Infantry Division Deputy Chief of Staff-Effects

from 2009 to 2011. His last assignment was as the G3, Director of Operations, Installation Management

Command (IMCOM) at Fort Sam Houston, TX. He retired on 1 August 2014. During his six year tenure as the

Honorary Colonel, Ralph hosted five annual DMOR/HCOR investitures and several other smaller inductions as

targets of opportunity. He also represented the Regiment in numerous other ways, always with the highest

professional standards. Ralph has been a Distinguished Member of the Regiment since 2011 and a Life

Member of the Association. Though Ralph now rides off into the sunset, he will still ride back into town from

time to time, usually at our reunions, to visit with his comrades and quaff a beer or two telling war stories or

other fairy tales. In short, Ralph, thanks so much for all you have done for this Regiment and this Association!

Ralph and his CSM furl the 2-16 Infantry colors at FOB 

Rustimayah in south Baghdad in 2008.

Ralph giving one of his characteristically inspiring 

speeches at the DMOR investiture in 2016.
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________
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Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year

payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1

September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries

1734 Ellenwood Drive

Roswell, GA 30075 

(770) 993-8312 

robert_humphries@att.net

William Funkhouser, F Company, 16th Infantry, WWII

The Association received notice in late June that one of our WWII veterans is in dire need of help. The

GoFundMe link is:

https://www.gofundme.com/f/world-war-ii-veteran-needs-your-help

William Funkhouser, 96 years old, served in F Company, 16th Infantry in WWII. He currently lives in an

assisted living facility for dementia and Alzheimer's patients. He is in good physical health, but has

dementia and suffers from neuropathy which confines him to a wheelchair. He needs our help in order to

stay in this facility which best suits his needs. Moving him to another facility at this time is almost

impossible due to Covid-19.

Funkhouser served in Sicily, Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe. On D-Day, he

was one of the first to land on Omaha Beach. Numerous attempts have been made asking the Veterans'

Administration for help by way of pension, but they have not helped. We can help preserve the dignity of

one of the few remaining WWII veterans of our Regiment. Please help out. Even a small donation will help.

As of the beginning of July, our members have donated over $1800 to this effort. Thank you Rangers!

mailto:robert_humphries@att.net
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