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From the Desk of the President
Fellow Rangers:
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas even with all the issues associated with the less than happy
year of 2020. Time with family and friends celebrating the advent of God is always a lift-me-up, at
least for most people. My best wish for our nation and all of you is that 2021 will bring happier and
healthier times, despite the prognostications of the “geniuses” and “experts” in political office,
government, and on the mainstream media. There is some good news, however. On 2 October, our
new Honorary Colonel, Roger Crombie, was able to induct two of our pending DMORs from 2019
and 2020 at Fort Riley, even with the Covid panic going on. The other good bit of news is that our
second effort to perpetuate our history in a more lasting way took place on 11 November 2020 in
Steve Clay
the little village of Nonsard, France. A small plaque made possible as usual with the donations of
all of you, commemorating the liberation of the town by the 16th Infantry on 12 September 1918 was put on display in the
town square (see page 6). The placement of the plaque was made possible by the efforts of Ms. Sylvie Henry-François, a
citizen of the village. Some of you will remember her efforts to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the liberation in
September 2018 (see the January 2019 issue of the DD). Finally, if the Good Lord willing and the creek don’t rise, I hope
to see a massive 16th Infantry turn out at the Society of the 1st Infantry Division’s 102nd Annual Reunion in
Albuquerque, NM, 28 July to 1 August 2021. It’s about time we start planning to get out of our basements and
reconnecting with each other as mankind was intended.
Semper Paratus! Always Ready!
Steven E. Clay
President
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel
Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,
I hope this latest edition of the Dagwood Dispatches finds you
healthy and optimistic for the New Year. Kristy and I hope you
all had as joyful of a holiday season as possible. Many of us
missed an opportunity to share in holiday traditions with your
families and for that reason we can look forward to a 2021 that
offers the prospect of a return to the mobility and social
interaction missing for the last 9 months. I was happy to hear
that our Iron Rangers of 1st Battalion were afforded the
opportunity to take block leave and spend time with their
families. Holidays in the Army can be a time of great tradition
and comradery (dining hall meals, Senior NCOs dressed as
Roger A. Crombie
Santa…) but also a time of regret when we miss time important
days with our families. Prior to the holidays the Honorary Sergeant Major, Steve Clay, other
members of the Association, and I had the honor to formally induct two of our veterans as
Distinguished Members of the Regiment (DMOR) during the 1st Battalion Organization Day
event on 2 October. Former Staff Sergeant Nathaniel McClure and COL (R) William (Scott)
Knoebel traveled to Fort Riley where they were inducted as DMORs in front of the 1st Battalion
Leadership team. Nathan is a veteran of the Iraq surge where he served as a Sniper Team
leader and suffered injuries when his HMMWV struck an improvised explosive device (IED). He
is also a former member of the 3rd Infantry The Old Guard) and a member of the Sergeant
Audie Murphy Club. Scott Knoebel is a veteran of Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT
STORM and commanded 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry June 1993 - July 1995. Across his 30 years
of service, Scott also served in various Infantry units in Germany, Fort Carson, and Panama
and as the Professor of Military Science at Norwich University. Both of our newest DMORs
continue to and serve their communities in a way that reflects great credit on them and our
regiment. It was my honor to meet them and learn more about their distinguished service. I
have a final thought for today on the DMOR program and its importance to the Army. The Army
has a program called “Soldier for Life.” Part of that program is encouraging veterans to serve
as ambassadors to help the citizens of our country better understand our Soldiers and the
important role of the US Army. DMORs help bridge that gap by understanding our Regiment’s
history and using it to tell the Army’s story. The 16th Infantry Regiment’s story is the Army
story. From Gettysburg to San Juan Hill; the Philippines to Pancho Villa; Soissons to Fleville;
North Africa to Sicily and Normandy; Vietnam to the Gulf War; and Iraq to Afghanistan - our
Regiment has the uncanny ability to find itself in the middle of great battles. Unfortunately,
many of us don’t feel comfortable talking about our service. I understand that feeling and offer
that instead we might feel more comfortable following the DMOR lead and telling the story of
the Army and our Soldiers through the context of our Regiment’s great history. So, back to
school for you if you’ve forgotten what our forebears had accomplished. In closing, I look
forward to finalizing plans to induct other recently selected DMORs and receiving a fresh
round of nominations for 2021. I wish you all the best in the New Year and will always remain
thankful that the days of stand-to, cold nights on the gunnery range, and applying camouflage
face paint are well behind me!
Semper Paratus!

Roger A. Crombie
Colonel, USA (Retired)
8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6
Note: No report received from
LTC Kelley since the battalion
has been busy preparing for its
upcoming deployment to Europe.

Grunts move to rejoin their Bradley Fighting Vehicle on the livefire range.

M1A2 tanks from C Company conduct Table
VIII at Douthit Gunnery Complex.

Medics from the Iron Ranger Battalion set up their field aid station
during pre-deployment training at Fort Riley.

An Iron Ranger takes the “enemy”
under fire.
Tankers conducting final pre-gunnery checks before moving onto the range at
Fort Riley.
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TAPS
William Funkhouser
10 Dec 2020
F/16 IN, WWII
Strasburg, VA

Edward J. Millan
19 Nov 2020
HQ/16 IN 1952-53
Oxnard, CA

Dale T. Brown
1 March 2020
HQ/1-16 IN VN 1968
Trenton, GA

James Scott
1 Apr 2020
CSC/2-16 IN
Atlanta, GA

Actions Taken By Your Association
October-December 2020
Several Association members attended the
investiture at Fort Riley on 2 October to help
usher in our two newest DMORs, Scott Knoebel
and Nathan McClure. The ceremony was
conducted in conjunction with the 1st Battalion’s
regimental Organization day event held at
Cavalry Parade at Fort Riley.
On 11 November, the village of Nonsard in
France dedicated a plaque commemorating the
village’s liberation by the 16th Infantry on 12
September 1918. The plaque was donated
through the generosity of the members of the
16th Infantry Regiment Association.

Harley
Reynolds,
R.I.P.
LTC
(R) Edmund
“Mick”
Daley

The Governing Board has been asked to assist in
gaining Congressional recognition for 3 of our DDay heroes: CPT Joe Dawson, LT John Spalding,
and TSGT Philip Strecyzk. The recognition
consists of the Congressional Gold Medal, a
tribute by various Congressmen in the
Congressional Record, and a dedicated display
in the new Museum of the US Army at Fort
Belvoir, VA. More to follow in the next DD!

Harley Reynolds, DMOR 2002, passed away 21
December0 2020 in St. Petersburg, FL. Harley was an
assault section sergeant in B Company on 6 June 1944 at
Omaha Beach. Harley’s assault team made the first
penetration of the wire obstacles and mines beyond the
beach. Capt. Joe Dawson, Lt. John Spalding and SSgt.
Philip Steczyk all used that passage to get to the top.
Much, maybe most, of the regiment flowed through that
gap on their way to Czechoslovakia as well. Harley was a
great American and one of the true great heroes of the
16th Infantry. He will be missed by us all.

Association E-Mails
As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of
a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for
the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65
percent of our members have provided us an e-mail
address with which to communicate with them on these
messages. If you wish to receive these notices please
provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses
block these e-mails and will not work.
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Commemorative Plaque, Liberation of Nonsard

This small monument was placed at the town square in
Nonsard in 2018 to commemorate the liberation of the village
by the 16th Infantry in 1918.

Our plaque was added this year and unveiled on 11 November
2020 during the Armistice Day commemoration.

The plaque is mounted on the back of the main monument facing toward the bridge where the
16th Infantry crossed to enter the town.
Dagwood Dispatches
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Ranger Profile

Ranger Profile

Sylvie Henry-François

Collette-Marie Normand

Sylvie Henry-François has worked in the medical
field as a pediatric nurse for 40 years. Since 1989,
she has been a member of Le Souvenir Français, a
French association for maintaining war memorials
and graves and the memory of French service
personnel and has served as the president of "La
mémoire des Ailes" an association which
researches records and investigates the crashes of
allied aircraft during WWII. Most recently, Sylvie
was the chairperson for the 100th Anniversary
Commemoration of the liberation of the town of
Nonsard, France, where she lives. On 12
September 1918, the town was liberated by the
16th Infantry during the St. Mihiel Campaign. Sylvie
was able to get a color guard, dozens of soldiers,
and the CG of USAREUR’s 7th Sustainment
Command to participate, as well as Steve Clay to
travel to France to give the commemoration
speech. She was also able to convince Major
General John Kolasheski, CG of the 1st ID, to
attend too. It was clear how much time and effort
that Ms. Henry-François put into the event which
included a church service and concert, a
reenactment of the town’s liberation by reenactors
in American uniforms, followed by drinks and
refreshments afterward. In 2020, Ms. HenryFrançois worked with the town council and the
16th Infantry Regiment Association to create and
place a plaque on the town square commemorating
the liberation of the village. Sylvie was made an
Honorary Member of the Regiment in 2019.

Colette-Marie Normand is a citizen of the village of
Nonsard in Lorraine, France. She has worked
diligently with Sylvie Henry-François to help
commemorate the actions and sacrifices of French
and American service personnel at the various
events which take place each year in the region of
eastern France. She was of great assistance to
Sylvie with planning and setting up the Liberation
of Nonsard 100th Anniversary commemorative
event on 12 September 2018. In addition to helping
with the post-event refreshments area near the
church, Colette organized the local church
children’s choir to sing at the Mass which took
place at the church as the first event of the
celebration. As the choir director, she not only has
the children sing every Sunday, they also perform
the “Marseillaise.” at the annual commemorations
for Armistice Day (Veteran’s Day) on 11 November,
the end of WWII on 8 May, and on Bastille Day on
14 July. In addition, she and several other local
citizens place flowers annually at the St. Mihiel US
Cemetery which is only a few kilometers away.
Due to her work with Sylvie Henry-François in
remembering the sacrifices of our service
personnel, and especially those of the 16th
Infantry, the Board of Governors awarded Collette
the Semper Paratus award in 2019.

2020 Membership Renewal
2021
Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 31 December and dues are $30.00 per year. Please
take the time now to write a check for $30.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Bob Humphries
1734 Ellenwood Drive
Roswell, GA 30075
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
Dagwood Dispatches
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Landshut, Bavaria, 1946

To relieve combat units of some of the police and border patrol duties, Headquarters United States Forces European Theater
(USFET) authorized the formation of the United States Constabulary. The Constabulary was to be organized in the spring of
1946 using the 4th Armored Division as the base force. To release the 4th Armored Division from its occupation duties so it
could reorganize and train for its new role, the 1st Infantry Division was sent south to take over the 4th Armored Division’s
sector of the border with Austria. The 16th Infantry Regiment’s piece of that mission was to take over the sector between
Simbach and Finsterau from CCB, 4AD. On 25 February 1946, the 2nd Battalion relieved CCB of its area, and on 28 February,
the 16th Infantry was relieved by the 15th Infantry of the posts around Bamberg. Col. John R. Jeter established the regiment’s
new headquarters at Landshut. At Landshut, the duties of the regiment changed little from what it had experienced at
Bamberg. Essentially, they consisted of guarding two POW compounds; two CI camps; three SS hospitals; thirty-two small DP
camps consisting mainly of Russians, Ukrainians and Poles; military police duties; and manning sixteen border posts along the
border with the Soviet zone of Austria. The regiment’s three battalions rotated these duties so that no one unit always
performed the worst details. The relations with the Russians at the new duty station continued to be a mixture of cordiality
and mistrust. Opposite the regiment’s border sector was the Soviet 48th Cavalry, which was apparently the reconnaissance
unit for the 15th Rifle Division. The same procedures used to repatriate stray soldiers at Bamberg were coordinated with the
15th Infantry Division as well. Contact points were set up at Mellrichstadt and Ober Kappel and there were frequent
opportunities to use them. By 1 July 1946, the United States Constabulary had completed its reorganization and deployment
and was prepared to take over all constabulary missions. On that date, the 16th Infantry was relieved of its constabulary
duties and consolidated the 2nd and 3d Battalions at Landshut. With the reduction of most of the regiment’s constabulary
missions, Jeter increased the level, frequency, and sophistication of training for his subordinate units. On 8 July, the regiment
embarked on an “intensive training” program that included squad and platoon tactics, range firing, scouting, and patrolling.
The renewed emphasis on training was a welcome change for all concerned, but it was soon interrupted by new occupation
requirements. Excluding daily housekeeping requirements, the regiment was only able to engage about 6 percent of its
troops in training in the late summer and early autumn of 1946 at any one time.
Dagwood Dispatches
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Austria & Berlin, 1946-48

The reduction of U.S. Army units in Europe during the summer of 1946, prompted the division to alert Col. Jeter for a
regimental change of station to Austria in October. This next move, however, would drastically effect the 16th Infantry’s
fledgling efforts to regain combat readiness. The regimental headquarters, 2nd Battalion, and special companies were
transferred to the vicinity of Salzburg and assigned to the Area Command Land Salzburg as part of US Forces Austria (USFA).
The 1st Battalion was assigned to USFA’s Vienna Area Command in that city. The 3rd Battalion transferred its men to the 1st
and 2nd Battalions and was reduced to cadre strength. The cadre was then assigned to the Berlin Command and took over the
3rd Cavalry Squadron which was reorganized as infantry. For the next twenty-one months, the 16th Infantry would not
function as a regiment but as three separate battalions controlled by three separate commands. The regiment’s mission in
Austria was not technically occupation duties. The 16th Infantry units there became the principle combat elements of the
USFA. The expansion of combat-related training activities signaled that the Cold War becoming increasingly warmer. Soon HQ,
USAREUR directed the 1st Infantry Division to gear up its combat skills at all levels. Frequent concentrations to train of all its
units were necessary to accomplish that goal. Therefore, in early 1948, USAREUR ordered the 16th Infantry back to Germany,
at least those elements in Austria (the 3rd Battalion remained in Berlin until 1950). The regiment was to be relieved of all
guard duties and reclassified as a tactical unit rather than an occupation unit. It departed for Germany in April.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry on Occupation Duty at Landshut and in Austria 1946-48

A strac first sergeant in Berlin, circa 1946. Behind is the
entrance to the 3rd Battalion headquarters in Berlin.

Regimental Headquarters, Glasenbach, Austria, 1946.
Note the wartime camouflage paint still on the building.

A view of the barracks and parade field at Camp Glasenbach, Austria.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry on Occupation Duty at Landshut and in Austria 1946-48

The regiment was stationed at Landshut, Germany, from
February to October 1946. This is the entrance to the regimental
headquarters at Landshut.

The front gate at the Landshut Kaserne where the regiment
was stationed in Bavaria.

The first vehicle to leave West Berlin after the Russians lifted the
blockade was a 16th Infantry courtesy patrol jeep, 12 May 1949.

The 2nd Battalion and the regiment’s special companies were
also at Glasenbach, but the 1st Battalion was posted to Vienna,
while the 3rd Battalion was transferred to Berlin, Germany.

The 16th Infantry Honor Guard greets General Sir John Steele
(partially hidden), High Commissioner of Austria, at the train
station in Salzburg, 20 August 1947.

The regiment parades for some foreign officers visiting Camp
Glasenbach in 1947.
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DMOR Investiture at Fort Riley, 2 October 2020

The ceremony was started by a reading of the regimental history as
Iron Ranger Soldiers attached all 71 campaign and awards streamers.

New DMOR COL (R) Scott Knoebel made a short speech on the
meaning of soldiering and service.

After appropriate remarks from Honorary Colonel Roger
Crombie, the two new DMORs were invested.

Roger presenting Nathan McClure with his accoutrements of
office.

The caste L to R: Honorary Colonel Roger Crombie and DMORs Bennett Dickson,
Scott Koebel, Nathan McClure, Erik Anthes, Steve Clay, and John Schatzel.
Dagwood Dispatches
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Quartermaster Store Half Price Sale Extended to 28 February 2021

All T-Shirts and Pullovers up to 66% Off!

All T-Shirts $8.00 plus postage
Most T-shirts come in various colors. Check the website for availability.

All Challenge Coins $7.00 plus postage!

Most Patches $3.00 plus postage!

All Baseball Caps $10.00 plus postage

Ties

Coffee Mug

$10.00 plus postage

$8.00 plus postage

Dagwood Dispatches
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Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion 2021, Albuquerque, NM

Hyatt Regency Hotel located at 330 Tijeras NW in Albuquerque New Mexico.

The 102nd Reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division (SFID) will take place 28 July-1 August 2021
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel located at 330 Tijeras NW in Albuquerque New Mexico. As you might expect,
there are many shops and boutiques for those with shopping interests, restaurants and a host of other
attractions. As usual, there will be a number of tours and other events to keep everyone entertained this
year. Since we didn’t get to have a reunion in 2020, let’s make 2021 the biggest reunion or Rangers in
years! Watch for e-mails from the Association president and in the Spring issue of the Bridgehead Sentinel
for more details on registration, etc. More to follow in the July issue of the Dagwood Dispatches as well. In
the meantime, you can always call the Society office at 785-579-6761 or email them at sfid1919@gmail.com
if you have any questions.

Recon Platoon, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, Vietnam

Can you identify this soldier?

Recon Platoon Guidon, circa 1968

Digging through our archives, the DD staff rediscovered an image from Vietnam to share with our members. It is of
a Recon Platoon soldier from the 1st Battalion (Mechanized) 16th Infantry from about 1968-69 displaying the
platoon’s vehicle guidon. Each platoon, or company, had such a banner for the purposes of unit pride and
identification on the battlefield. For example, a platoon in B Company displayed a blue guidon with a white Playboy
bunny head which was illustrated a few years ago in the DD. If you have images of such guidons, or of distinctive
vehicle markings, we would like to have copies for historical purposes. If we get images we will try to reproduce the
flag and/or vehicle markings and show it in these pages, as well as catalog it as part of our regimental history.
Dagwood Dispatches
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William Funkhouser, 16th Infantry R.I.P.
Last June, the Association sent out an appeal to help
Pvt William Funkhouser, a former Ranger from WWII.
The family needed $10,000 to put him up in an
assisted living center and hospice care. Due to the
generosity of our members, we raised over $1600
($1800 if SFID is included). Those who contributed
were:
Charles Shay
George A Roudebush
Marie-Pascale Legrand
Richard Incrocci
Mike Cox
Russell Tozar
Russ Landosky
Timothy Robinson
Roy Imamura
Gennaro Irace
Kevin Larkin
Frank-John Limiero
Doug Hughes
Alec Lawson
Bud McAdams
Rod van Ausdall
William Smoak
Stephen J Biernacki
Steven Clay
Soc of the 1st Division

My father, William Funkhouser, passed away on his
97th birthday, December 10, 2020. I want to thank
you all for your generous donations which helped him
stay in a wonderful assisted- living home. He was well
cared for and loved by many. Thank you again.
Brenda Riley
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$16
$200
$50
$25
$20
$25
$40
$25
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$25
$30
$100
$50
$50
$200
$200

Membership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________________
Telephone: _________________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________ Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________
Spouse’s Name: _____________________________ Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________
If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________
Dues: ________________________
Donation: _____________________
Total Enclosed: $_______________
Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.
Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries
1734 Ellenwood Drive
Roswell, GA 30075
(770) 993-8312
robert_humphries@att.net
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16th Infantry Regiment Association
307 North Broadway
Leavenworth, KS 66048
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