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From the Desk of the President
Fellow Rangers:
Springtime is here and the flowers are blooming, but Caronavirus is still here to haunt us.
Unfortunately, the ongoing epidemic is still wreaking havoc among military veterans’ associations
like ours, but also detrimentally impacts (unnecessarily in my opinion) so many other things in our
country and around the world. As you have probably heard, the annual 1st Division Officer’s
Dinner at Fort Riley was cancelled in March as well as the 1st Division reunion in Albuquerque.
Still, as Old Soldiers, we will ultimately prevail, and as the old saying goes, “the night is always
darkest before the dawn.” On the positive side of the ledger, is that through the great efforts of
Roger Crombie and Tom Pendleton, our Honorary Colonel and Sergeant Major and the Governing
Steve Clay
Board, the Regiment has submitted 7 very deserving individuals for recognition as Distinguished
Members of the Regiment for 2021. Roger and I are now looking for ways to publicly recognize the new DMORs, as well
as those for 2020, with appropriate ceremonies despite the ongoing pandemic. In some cases we may call upon some of
our current DMORs to make the presentations if one happens to live near one of our NINETEEN as yet uninvested
DMORs. A number of those recognitions are currently in the works, but we still have some work to do. In the meantime,
the Board is also working several initiatives to further recognize the Regiment’s history and improve the offerings, and
functions, and drive down the costs, of operating the Quartermaster Store. See page 11 of this DD for more on this
initiative and how you can help.
Semper Paratus! Always Ready!
Steven E. Clay
President
Dagwood Dispatches
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel
Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,
As always, I hope you are all doing well and remaining hopeful
as we pass the one-year mark of this pandemic. I miss seeing
you all.
This quarter I have two simple requests. First, The Honorary
Sergeant Major and I need your help finding a company willing
to make embroidered DMOR badges for a reasonable price ($25$35 each). We present these very high-quality badges to newly
inducted members and ask that they wear them to official
events. The badges reflect the pride we have in our regiment
and are a distinctive marker befitting our impressive history and
Roger A. Crombie
lineage. We won’t settle for a cheap looking badge. The
previous embroidery shop will no longer make the badges and
other shops are asking for up to $65 per badge (at least in the D.C. area). Please help us find a
suitable replacement shop.
Secondly, please consider donating to the Distinguished Members of the Regiment fund. The
fund exists to cover the administrative costs of the DMOR program which consist, almost
exclusively, of purchasing items needed to induct new members. You can make your donation
out to the 16th Infantry DMOR Fund and mail it Tom Pendelton at 1708 Kingwood Drive,
Manhattan Kansas, 66502. This year, your donation will fund the purchase of the DMOR
badges – an expense we incur about every 5 years. The Fund’s balance stands at $3904
dollars and we expect to spend between $3000-$4000 buying the badges in bulk. This will
deplete the vast majority, if not all, of our funds.
In closing, I’m hopeful we will be able to gather later this year at either the 1st Infantry Division
reunion in Albuquerque, New Mexico or at another event in the fall. In the meantime, stay safe,
stay healthy, and stay in touch. (Editor’s note: This article was submitted before the reunion was
cancelled).
Semper Paratus!

Roger A. Crombie
Colonel, USA (Retired)
8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

2021 Membership Renewal
Just a reminder that the membership year now runs from 1 January to 31 December and dues are $30.00 per year.
Please take the time now to write a check for $30.00 to the “16th Infantry Regiment Association” and send it to:

Bob Humphries
1734 Ellenwood Drive
Roswell, GA 30075
You can renew also renew on line at: http://ww.16thinfassn.org/Members/join.php
Dagwood Dispatches

3

April 2021

From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

Fellow Rangers:
The past few months have been a dynamic time for the battalion. After a
much needed leave period over the holidays, the Iron Rangers are back at
it; conducting individual & crew training and Victory Wellness to ensure the
Iron Rangers are proficient, lethal, and resilient. Due to COVID we focused
on tank & Bradley maintenance and individual training in the months of
December and January to set conditions for gunnery and collective training
this quarter.
In February, the Iron Rangers completed two
weeks of gunnery density with Attack,
Bushmaster, and Bandido Charlie completing
gunnery tables IV – VI. Also during this time
Scout and Mortar Platoons from Rhino (HHC)
conducted live fire training with their weapons
systems. Immortal Company (FSC) sustained
the fight and enabled the Iron Rangers to
complete their training successfully – some of the
best field chow I have ever had! We deployed
most of the battalion to the field and capitalized on the chance to not only build proficiency on
our platforms but also an opportunity to build the entire team in conducting operations. From
sustainment to field maintenance, the learning that was able to take place was exceptional. Iron
Rangers were able to do all this while also mitigating COVID and building readiness in the field.
In the coming weeks, the Iron Rangers will execute squad and section live fire, culminating their
last few weeks of training with platoon live fire. After platoon live fire the battalion will transition
to services to ensure vehicles and soldiers are ready for the next operation.
Thank you for all you do to support the Iron Rangers! Semper Paratus!

Semper Paratus!
LTC Matthew R. Kelley
Iron Ranger 6
Commander
1st Battalion, 16th Infantry

Dagwood Dispatches
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Actions Taken By Your Association

TAPS
Joseph Relich
20 Mar 2021
2-16 IN, VN 1970
Center Township, PA

1SG (R) Joe F. Ximenes
2 Feb 2021
HQ, 1/16 IN CW
Austin, TX

William F. Stiles
9 Jan 2021
A/16 IN 1951-52
Freehold, NJ

Leonard G. Reimers
11 Jul 2019
K/16 IN 1950-52
Denison, IA

January-March 2021
The Governing Board is pursuing ways to
improve the functions, and drive down the costs
of, the Quartermaster Store. We are soliciting
member input on the type and appearance of
items to be sold at the store. If you have some
ideas, please see page 11 for more.
Steve Clay has been working to arrange a public
ceremony in France to recognize two of our still
pending 2020 HMORs. If all goes well, LTC (R)
Christophe Coquel, a 2019 HMOR, will make the
presentations at the St. Mihiel Cemetery in
France sometime in April.

Distinguished Members

LTCof
(R)the
Edmund
“Mick”
Daley
Regiment
2021

Steve will also host a DMOR ceremony at his
home in Leavenworth in May for LTC (R) Paul
Davis, a 2019 nominee who lives in the area.

Honorary Colonel of the Regiment Roger A.
Crombie, III, has nominated seven new
Distinguished Members of the Regiment for the
16th Infantry for 2021. The packets have been
forwarded to Fort Benning for final approval and
we expect to hear back regarding their
confirmation this month. This year’s class of
DMORs include more former enlisted men than
we’ve nominated in the past several years which
is as it should be. The class also includes the
posthumous nomination of 1LT John Spalding
who was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross for his heroic actions on D-Day at Omaha
Beach. Other nominees include:

COL (R) Mike Harper, DMOR 1995, has offered to
purchase the paver blocks for our 11 medal of
Honor recipients for placement at the new
National Museum of the US Army ay Fort Belvoir,
VA. The Governing Board is working to arrange
the effort with the museum.

COL (R) Joe Thompson, 5-16 IN (DS)
1LT John M. Spalding, E/16 IN (WWII)
CSM Matthew McCready, 1-16 IN (GWOT)
SGM (R) Tom Pugh, C/1-16 IN (VN)
SFC (R) Antwain Dobbins, 2-16 IN (AFG)
SFC (R) Timothy Johnson, 2-16 IN (AFG)
SFC (R) Matthew Lemon, 2-16 IN (AFG)

Association E-Mails

Congratulations to all these future DMORs!
Stand by for future investment plans.

Dagwood Dispatches

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of
a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for
the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65
percent of our members have provided us an e-mail
address with which to communicate with them on these
messages. If you wish to receive these notices please
provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses
block these e-mails and will not work.
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30 Years ago . . . DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM
The 16th Infantry Regiment in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM
When Saddam Hussein’s army invaded Kuwait in early August 1990, it seemed unlikely that a war was necessary, despite
President Bush’s rapid decision to send the 82nd Airborne Division to Saudi Arabia as a sign of American resolve.
“Surely,” many diplomats, journalists, and policy wonks reasoned, “this crisis could be resolved by diplomacy.” But
diplomacy failed and was soon followed by economic sanctions and a build-up of U.S. forces in Saudi, while the president
began putting together a unique coalition of Middle-East and European nations to oppose Saddam’s aggression. The
initial build-up of U.S. forces consisted of the 82nd Airborne Division, soon followed by the 24th Infantry Division
(Mechanized), the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault),and the 1st Cavalry Division—all under the XVIII Airborne Corps.
By October, the situation in the Gulf was such that Third Army and U.S. Army Central Command (CENTCOM) planners
believed that another corps, this one a heavy corps, was needed to defeat the Iraqi Army. In late October, USAREUR’s VII
Corps (“Jayhawks”), under LTG Frederick Franks, Jr., was selected, and a troop list that included the 1st Armored Division,
3d Armored Division, and the 1st Infantry Division (Mechanized) was approved. Although the 1st Infantry Division was
selected to be a part of the VII Corps when it deployed to the Gulf, its third brigade, the 1st ID(F) was not. Instead, the
2nd Brigade of the 2nd Armored Division was tapped to fill that role. The 1st ID(F), on the other hand, was directed to
support the VII Corps’ deployment efforts—first to help get units out of Germany, then to deploy to Dammam, Saudi
Arabia, to perform the role of a port handling unit to help receive other units coming into the theater. It was a humble
mission but a truly vital one nonetheless. The 1st ID(F) mission of helping the VII Corps get out of Germany soon changed
to one of helping receive corps units coming into Saudi Arabia. In late November, the brigade was ordered to set up the
VII Corps (Forward) headquarters in Dammam. On 2 December, the 1st ID(F), consisting of Task Forces 4-16 Infantry and
3-34 Armor reinforced with many soldiers from 1-16 Infantry, began arriving in Dammam for Operation DESERT DUTY, the
reception and onward movement (ROM) of VII Corps units into Saudi Arabia. The remaining soldiers of the 1st Battalion
would spend the war inactivating 1st ID(F) units and performing security duties for the garrisons and family housing areas
in Böblingen. Upon arrival, TF 4-16 was given specific support missions to perform. The first mission was to organize port
handling teams to assist in the reception of equipment and materiel coming into the port of Dammam. The second was to
provide housing, life support, and security for up to 15,000 soldiers at, or near, the port until their equipment arrived,
after which those units would depart for a Tactical Assembly Area (TAA) somewhere to the west in the Saudi desert. TF 416 began to run into problems when troops arrived by plane far in advance of their equipment, which was coming by sea.
Before long, instead of caring for 15,000 soldiers, battalion leaders had the problem of housing in excess of 30,000
“Jayhawk” soldiers. Scrambling to find shelter, TF 4-16 was soon billeting incoming troops in warehouses and tent cities
that were erected literally overnight by the “Ranger Forward” battalion. Around Khobar Village, engineers threw up a
berm, while the “Rangers” dug in fighting positions for guards and machine-gun crews. The troops strung triple-strand
concertina and set up and manned exit and entry guard posts. Additionally, roving patrols were maintained throughout
the area. These measures ensured that no serious threats were ever carried out against the ROM efforts of TF 4-16, nor
against any of the units that passed through Dammam. On 6 January, LTC Dan Fake’s TF 2-16 began arriving at Dahran.
From there, the troops were shuttled to Khobar Towers to await the arrival of the battalion’s equipment. Unloading
details were sent to King Abdul Azziz Port, about twenty-six kilometers north of Dammam, to begin the reception of the
battalion’s vehicles when they arrived. On the afternoon of 13 January, the first convoys departed for the initial assembly
area at TAA ROOSEVELT. Once in the TAA, Col. Anthony Moreno, decided that the 2nd Brigade would only task organize
2-16 Infantry and the 3-37 Armor. His third battalion, 4-37 Armor was to remain a pure tank outfit. On 16 January, the
deadline imposed on Saddam Hussein by President Bush expired, and DESERT SHIELD transitioned to DESERT STORM. On
26 January, Fake received the brigade operations order. The plan required TF 2-16 to conduct a deliberate attack to
penetrate enemy defenses along Phase Line WISCONSIN. At WISCONSIN, the task force would force four lanes through
the Iraqi obstacle belt and then attack, in zone, to destroy enemy forces between WISCONSIN and PL COLORADO, then
eventually to PL NEW JERSEY. Early on the morning of 14 February, the entire 1st Infantry Division moved from TAA
ROOSEVELT to occupy battle positions (BP) some 160 kilometers to the northwest. After arrival in Dahran, LTC Skip
Baker’s, TF 5-16 also moved to TAA ROOSEVELT and later assumed responsibility for a battle position three kilometers
south of PL VERMONT (the “berm” along Tapline Road), at 0645 on 18 February. Part of COL Lon E. Maggart’s 1st “Devil”
Brigade, the “Devil Rangers” were task organized with two tank-heavy teams (A and D Companies) from 2-34 Armor, and
two mechanized teams formed around the battalion’s B and C Companies. In addition to the battalion’s antitank unit, E
Company, Baker also had D Company, 9th Engineers, attached. Upon conclusion of the move to ROOSEVELT TF 2-16, now
dubbed “TF Ranger,” was located only thirty-five kilometers south of the Iraqi defenses. On 20 February, elements of the
task force sent troops forward to the berm to ensure that the crossing sites, cut by the engineers previously, were clear of
any enemy observation positions or other positions. The following day, Fake received a fragmentary order (FRAGO) that
revealed the date and time of the attack—0530, 24 February.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

TF 2-16 cross PL VERMONT at 0502 on 24 February and rolled toward the LD on a 5-kilometer front. Thirty-six minutes
after crossing the berm, the “Rangers” crossed the LD, and having made no contact, they continued to push on to PL
IOWA. At 0820, the scouts reported Iraqi infantry to the front, and after a few mortars rounds, Iraqi troops began
surrendering in droves as the “Rangers” continued to move to PL KANSAS. The TF encountered its first resistance about
1000, but seeing that their efforts were futile, however, the Iraqis soon surrendered. By 1058, the “Rangers” had passed
KANSAS. Here, the TF was to conduct the breach the following morning, but the advance had been so fast that MG Rhame
determined that the division could make the breach that day. Over to the west, Baker’s TF “Devil Ranger” began
movement to the berm at 0430. Meeting only light resistance the force pushed north into the Iraqi security zone. The
“Devil Rangers” reached PL IOWA at about 1100 and held in place. By this time, it was apparent that the 1st Division had
seized the Iraqi security zone way ahead of schedule. The division was on its first day’s objective with virtually no
casualties, and there was plenty of daylight left. Gen. Norman H. Schwartzkopf, CENTCOM commander decided to proceed
with an early breach. At 1500, the “Devil Rangers” churned forward. Each of the lead teams was responsible for creating
two passage lanes through the obstacles and fighting positions. About 1,000 meters short of the forward Iraqi defenses,
the lead tanks dropped their mine plows and within 45 minutes, TF 5-16 had cut four lanes through the first defensive
belt. All far-side objectives were then quickly secured along with 160 POWs. Still poised between PLs KANSAS and PLUM,
the biggest problem for Fake’s troops was the increasing number of Iraqi soldiers wanting to surrender. Soon, the POW
problem became so acute that Fake’s TF engineer was directed to take his ACEs and throw up a rectangular berm to serve
as the brigade POW pen. At 1508, Fake ordered the breach teams forward. Within ten minutes, teams had cleared the
lanes through the first trench line, but the Iraqi resistance here was more active. As teams reached the second trench line,
its elements turned east and cleared that position of enemy resistance as well. By 1715, Fake’s units were set at PL
COLORADO, where they established security for the night. In twelve hours, the “Rangers” had traveled 28 kilometers,
captured 600 enemy soldiers, breached the Iraqi main defense line, and destroyed numerous armored vehicles, but
incredibly they had suffered no casualties. As darkness fell, the TF refueled, sorted and transported its prisoners to the
brigade POW pen, and prepared for operations on the morrow.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

By the morning of 26 February, the coalition forces had been successful all along the front. Saddam’s first line divisions had
been destroyed, captured, or immobilized. All that remained were the tank and mechanized divisions and the Republican
Guards units in and near Kuwait. Though these divisions had been attrited by the air campaign, they were still relatively intact
and waiting to give battle. The Republican Guards could be counted on to give the coalition forces a more determined fight.
During the day, the 1st Brigade received a FRAGO directing an attack into the Republican Guard Tawakalna Division holding
Objective NORFOLK on the morning of the 27th. TF 5-16 received the FRAGO in turn, and Baker issued his FRAGO to the task
force at about 1700. The task force mission was to follow behind the brigade and in the center between TF 2-34 on the left
and 1-34 Armor on the right as those two tank units passed through the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment (ACR). The brigade
was then to proceed to blast their way through the Tawakalna Division, and into the Iraqi reserve units. Barely ten minutes
had past, however, when the brigade was ordered to execute the mission with an LD time of 1730 instead of the following
morning. Still in the process of refueling, the “Devil Rangers” immediately began staging for the attack but the task force was
delayed by almost forty minutes. Now fifteen kilometers behind the rest of the brigade, the “Devil Rangers” raced forward
and pulled into the rear of the brigade formation about 2230. Once the passage with the 2nd ACR was completed “Fright
Night” began. The night of 26-27 February was relatively clear in terms of weather. The moon was up and provided some
illumination of the battlefield. Visibility was obscured, however, by the haze from the many oil field fires set by Saddam’s
fleeing troops and the burning hulks left by the 2nd Cavalry in their initial fights with the Tawakalna Division at the 73
easting. Given that the majority of Iraqi resistance now was from dismounted infantry, the situation for the soldiers of TF 5-16
was especially tense. Gunners scanning the area viewed numerous potential targets in their thermal sights, but most enemy
vehicles appeared to be knocked out by the two tank battalions ahead. Nevertheless, small arms fire erupted frequently but
was quickly suppressed by responses from coax machine guns or 25-mm chain guns. Given the fact that 1-34 Armor was tank
pure and was unable to clear the areas ahead of infantry, Baker began to drift his task force southeastward to get in behind
the tankers. The “Devil Rangers” cleared the way for the follow-on support units to safely pass, but it was a difficult task. In
several instances, Baker had to dismount soldiers to root out resistance in trenches still defended by a few diehards. By the
time dawn broke on the morning of 27 February, the “Devil Rangers” had destroyed one T-55, two BMPs, eleven BRDMs,
sixteen MTLBs, eleven trucks, and captured 144 Iraqi soldiers. By 0900, however, the 1st Brigade had cleared OBJ NORFOLK.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

On the morning of 27 February, TF 2-16, still near the berm, continued to destroy enemy equipment. Meanwhile,
the “Devil Rangers” pushed on to PL MILFORD, where they established hasty defense positions and resupplied and
refueled the teams. Behind the 1st Brigade lay the smoldering remnants of the 8th Armored and 19th Mechanized
Brigades of the Tawakalna Division at OBJ NORFOLK. Ahead lay the rest of the Jihad Corps, but as things
transpired, the remainder of the corps was not much of a threat. Moving forward again at 1030, TF 5-16 pushed
slowly forward throughout the day with the 1st Brigade. Its main activity was policing hundreds of Iraqi prisoners
who clearly saw the futility of further resistance. By 1730, TF 5-16 had entered restricted terrain that was ideal for
infantry attacks against mechanized forces, so Baker halted his command and directed his team commanders to
set up a 360-degree defense with observation posts forward. The night of 27-28 February passed without incident,
but the following morning hundreds more Iraqi soldiers made their way to surrender to the “Devil Rangers.” The
task force soldiers simply ordered the Iraqis to march to the rear where follow-on units would accept their
capitulation. In the meantime, Baker moved TF 5-16 out of the wadi system and ordered it into a tactical laager
position to refuel and resupply. During this activity, word of the cease-fire came over the net. The 1st Brigade was
soon ordered to move to an assembly area thirty-five kilometers to the east, where it arrived about 1730 that
afternoon. That evening, since Fake’s 2-16 was still destroying enemy equipment and vehicles near the initial
breach site, the “Devil Rangers” were detached from the 1st Brigade, attached to the 2nd Brigade, and ordered to
link with that command near Safwan. There, Baker’s men were to assist in securing the airfield at Safwan, where
the peace terms would be dictated to Saddam Hussein’s representatives. The task force moved the morning of 1
March to link up with the 2nd Brigade three kilometers south of the Iraqi border near Safwan. Baker’s command
arrived at the airfield to assume the western sector at 1500.
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

At 1740 on 1 March, Fake’s TF 2-16 was reattached to the 2nd Brigade and arrived at the airfield. The “Rangers” were
likewise given the mission to help secure the negotiation area. COL Moreno ordered the 2nd Battalion to secure the
southern portion of the perimeter around the field, while the 5th Battalion secured the west. The 1-4 Cavalry, TF 3-37, and
4-37 Armor were directed to secure the remainder of the perimeter. By 2130 all elements were in place. That evening, Fake
sent Team B to clear and secure the route into the airfield for the Iraqi negotiators. This was accomplished by the next
morning, but the “Rangers” then received word that the talks were postponed to the following day. On 3 March, the
negotiations were scheduled to start at the airfield at 1100 with the 2nd and 5th Battalions providing much of the security
for this historic event. As the Iraqi generals drove along the route that Team B had cleared for them to enter, they saw the
team’s BFVs menacingly parked along the route south of the runway and Fake’s BFV with the battalion colors proudly
wafting in the breeze. Also parked along the route, guns facing toward the road, was TF 5-16’s “Team Freedom” consisting
of two tank platoons, two mechanized platoons, and one AT platoon, representing each of the team organizations of the
task force. Baker, also, had his battalion colors flying from his command track. The two 16th Infantry battalions gave the
Iraqi negotiators every sign that day that the U.S. Army had won the contest, and that the “Rangers” were ready and eager
to resume battle if necessary. Securing the actual talk site were the soldiers of Thompson’s C Company, 5-16 Infantry. The
talks began on time and lasted until 1500 at which time the Iraqi generals were escorted back to Safwan and sent to tell
Saddam the bad news about the outcome of the “Mother of All Battles.” The war was over and the “Rangers” of both
battalions almost immediately took to their next task—the destruction of the remaining captured Iraqi equipment. Baker’s
troops concentrated on the positions around Jabal Sanam (Hill 138) overlooking the airfield, then pulled out to return to the
1st Brigade on 5 March. For the next ten days, Fake’s men continued the destruction efforts even as rumors of additional
fighting was taking place in Iraq and the possible resumption of hostilities floated around the task force. On 6 March, Gen.
Rhame made the rounds to his various battalions. He gathered about 100 TF 2-16 soldiers around Fake’s communications
track and talked to them about the war, the results, and their performance. He summed up his remarks by saying, “I’m
damn proud of you. That bastard picked the wrong fight!”
Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry in DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM

SPC Allen C. Smith, C Company, 2-16th Infantry, shakes hands with
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf at Safwan, Iraq.

SFC Ted Baer, D/5-16 IN (DMOR 2017) and friend somewhere
in the desert.

M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles of the 2-16 Infantry at Safwan, Iraq.

Quartermaster Store Competition
Winners Get the First One FREE!
Rangers! The Governing Board is looking to begin restocking the Quartermaster Store with NEW items now that we’ve
cleared out much of the old inventory. Submit your design in any of the four categories below. If your design is selected
for production, you will receive the first sample of the item for free (including postage). Send your proposed design to:
Steve Clay at president@16thinfassn.org

Note: Mystery items
can include coins, ties,
patches, pins, decals,
etc. Use your creativity to come up with
designs and items that
REAL Rangers would
want!
Hats (any type)
Dagwood Dispatches

Mystery Item (Your Choice)

Shirts, T-Shirts, Hoodies, etc.
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Mugs, Water Bottles, etc.
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Fürth-Zirndorf, 1948-52
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Fürth-Zirndorf, 1948-52
In early 1948, the Headquarters, US Army, Europe (USAREUR) made the decision to bring the 16th Infantry back to
Germany, at least those elements in Austria. The means by which this was to be accomplished, however, were not as
simple as convoying the regiment to its new duty station. Instead a new unit was to be activated and redesignated as the
16th Infantry. On 22 April 1948, the 7892nd Infantry Regiment was activated in Frankfurt, Germany. Unfortunately, the
7892nd had been used as a dumping ground for undesirables by all the EUCOM units tasked to furnish soldiers. This
made Col. Wood’s task exceedingly difficult. However, Wood had help on the way. In Austria, the units of the 16th
Infantry were redesignated as the 350th Infantry Regiment. Men who had served with the 16th Infantry during the war
would be allowed to transfer to the new unit if they wished. Just as the men of the 3d Battalion had had to do in Berlin,
these soldiers, a handful of officers and NCOs, would have to instill the traditions and history of the 16th Infantry
Regiment on the troops that would now take on that coveted designation. On 15 June 1948, in two separate ceremonies
the 16th in Austria was designated the 350th Infantry Regiment, and the 7892nd was redesignated the new 16th
Infantry. At the time of the redesignation, the regiment’s strength was ninety-seven officers and 1,990 enlisted men, less
the 3d Battalion still in Berlin. After struggling to successfully rebuild the battalions in Austria to full-strength, motivated,
and somewhat well-trained units, the regiment was essentially starting over. It would be some time before the same
level of camaraderie and readiness would be achieved in the new outfit, but little time was lost in getting started.
Toward the end of June, the 16th Infantry motored and railed to the training center at Grafenwöhr, where it joined the
rest of the division on 1 July to begin the long process of fashioning a combat-ready organization. Over the next three
months, the regiment went through a series of FTXs, range work, and major exercises and was almost constantly in the
field. At the end, those soldiers who did not belong were weeded out and those that remained were far more combat
ready than when they joined. They were indeed shaping up to be 16th Infantrymen. After the field training, the regiment
moved to its new station in Nurnberg. The regimental headquarters, HQ company, 1st Battalion, Heavy Mortar Company,
and Service Company were billeted at Furth Air Base; the 2d Battalion went to Flak Kaserne in Zirndorf; and the Tank
Company at Santa Maria Kaserne, also in Zirndorf. The units arrived at their respective kasernes on 22 October. Col. John
P. Evans, the new regimental commander, encouraged sports as a way of building esprit in the regiment. He started a
competition in November to come up with a regimental nickname that would be indicative of the regiment’s character
and history, yet also suffice as a sports team name. The name selected was “Rangers.” picked from a pool of names
submitted by the men of the regiment and chosen because it was “suggestive of vigilance, prowess, and spirit.” It is a
nickname that has stayed with the regiment to this day, although the Center of Military History refuses to officially
recognize it. While the regiment was in the process of reforming in Germany and participating in the training at
Grafenwöhr, the 3d Battalion continued its occupation duties in Berlin. In addition to its ceremonial duties, the battalion
often went to the field, usually to the Grünewald training area near Berlin. Due to the increased strain between the
United States and the USSR during 1948-49, tensions were coming to a head over disagreements such as the nature of
the future national government for Germany and currency reforms in Berlin. The Soviets responded by closing all land
and rail routes into the city in June 1948. The US response was Operation VITTLES, also known as the Berlin Airlift. For
the next eleven months, the 3rd Battalion took turns with other units in Berlin unloading food, medicine, and other
supplies from thousands of Air Force cargo planes at Tempelhof Airfield to keep the city going. The battalion became the
only infantry unit to be awarded the Berlin Airlift Device for its efforts. When the men were not pulling stevedore duties,
they were often pulling security duties at the autobahn checkpoint at Helmstadt and “Checkpoint Charlie.” In addition to
these activities, the 3rd Battalion also had the responsibility of providing the guards for Spandau Prison. Several
traditions adopted by the regiment during this period differed from that of the prewar 16th Infantry, one of which was
the already mentioned adoption of the “Rangers” nickname. It was also during this period that a 16th Infantryman’s
distinctive insignia (“unit crests”) were nicknamed “checkerboards” due to the blue and white vair on the shield. Finally,
any soldier that served in the regiment at this time will swear up and down that the unit song was not “The Sidewalks of
New York,” but was “Roll Out the Barrel.” The latter was unofficially adopted, no doubt, due to the most popular
pastime of the “Rangers” when off duty downtown. Not surprisingly, no one can remember actually passing in review to
“Roll Out the Barrel,” however. With the advent of the Korean War in 1950, there was an even higher emphasis on
combat readiness in USAREUR. Soon reinforcements were pouring into Germany to include four additional divisions, two
corps headquarters, and numerous support troops. To grow the 1st Infantry Division’s combat readiness, USAREUR
decided to bring the 3rd Battalion back from Berlin and increase the 16th Infantry to something closer to full strength.
The battalion in Berlin was redesignated as the 3rd Battalion 6th Infantry, and on 16 October 1950 a new 3-16 was
organized with a cadre from the Berlin battalion at Johnson Barracks in Fürth. With the introduction of new divisions in
Germany, USAREUR began to move units to achieve a more concentrated arrangement and increase the efficiency and
proximity of those divisions in regard to their wartime missions. In April 1952 the “Rangers” moved to Grafenwöhr for
summer training, and upon its conclusion in July, moved into their new homes at Ledward and Conn Barracks in
Schweinfurt.
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The 16th Infantry on Occupation Duty, Fürth-Zirndorf, 1948-52

The Regimental HQ was at Monteith Barracks, Fürth, Germany, from
1948 to 1952. This is the front entrance to the to Monteith Barracks.

The front gate at Pinder Barracks where the 2nd Battalion was
posted in Zirndorf, just south of Fürth.

Reaching Back in Time-The Search for MIAs; You Can Help
by Bob Connor

Bob Connor, COL Chien, and Martin Strones

Excavation of NVA/VC MIAs at Bien Hoa Air Base

In 2016, Bob Connor made what he thought would be his last look at Bien Hoa Air Base via Google Earth. What happened next would surprise
him and lead to a common effort to find MIAs from both sides of the Vietnam War. He provided the Dispatches with this story and request:
“At that time there was an agreement between Google and Panorama that enabled anyone to post photos and a brief story about their time in
Vietnam and or anywhere else in the world, for any reason. I posted a two-line comment and posted the pin on the east end of the base where I
remembered a mass grave of NVA soldiers was located. It read, ‘... at this location is a grave of approximately 150 VC/NVA buried on or about
Feb. 02, 1968 as a result of the Tet '68 Offensive. Within ten days I received an email from a Vietnamese. He was a former NVA Soldier (Che
Trung Hieu) who was wounded at Quang Tri in 1972. In brief, Che explained with great emotion that Vietnam was not aware of any of the mass
grave locations, including the one on the air base. He noted they tried searching numerous times outside the base perimeter to no avail. In
addition, their total MIA count is at least 300,000. He pleaded to seek help to verify this one grave's location.”
This contact led to Connor and his former flight commander, Martin Strones, going to Vietnam to assist in locating the gravesite. Since then, he
and other veterans have provided Vietnam with the locations of gravesites for approximately 5,500 of their MIAs. Our effort has encouraged one
VC General to come forward to provide burial details of two US Army Soldiers in the same grave. All details were passed on to the US MIA
Commission. Vietnam and the US continue their efforts to seek out and find our MIAs. Bob also wrote:
“Again this is a humanitarian project. There is no money requested nor accepted. The families from both countries have suffered long enough
without the closure they surely deserve. For them, the war has never ended. We know we will not find the 300,000 MIAs nor be able to make a
dent in our own (1,585 US MIAs as of February 2021), but each one MIA found has a significant impact. We do not provide anyone our witnesses'
names or email unless we have been authorized to offer it.”
If you have information that could help Bob Connor and others involved in this effort, please contact him at:
bobconnor1101@gmail.com
For more information see this Philadelphia inquirer article:
A Grave Mission Back to Vietnam
https://www.inquirer.com/news/inq/how-google-earth-search-led-veteran-back-vietnam-track-down-mass-graves-20170920.html
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Society of the 1st Infantry Division Reunion 2021, Albuquerque, NM

Hyatt Regency Hotel located at 330 Tijeras NW in Albuquerque New Mexico.

Due to concerns over the ongoing Covid pandemic, the 102nd Reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry
Division (SFID) in Albuquerque New Mexico. Has been cancelled.

Membership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________ State: _________ Zip: ________________________
Telephone: _________________________________ E-Mail: ______________________________________
Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________ Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________
Spouse’s Name: _____________________________ Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________
If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________
Dues: ________________________
Donation: _____________________
Total Enclosed: $_______________
Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.
Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries
1734 Ellenwood Drive
Roswell, GA 30075
(770) 993-8312
robert_humphries@att.net
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16th Infantry Regiment Association
307 North Broadway
Leavenworth, KS 66048
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