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From the Desk of the President

Fellow Rangers:

The winter quarter was busier than usual this year. On 12 January, | had the honor of presenting
the Omaha Beach Virtual Staff Ride to the officers and selected NCOs of the 1-16 Infantry at the
battalion headquarters at Fort Riley. The room was packed and it was, | hope, a very useful |'®
professional development seminar for those leaders. On 23 January | attended the Iron Ranger |
NCO induction ceremony at Fort Riley to observe the induction of 37 of the finest young leaders in
the United States Army installed in the Non-Commissioned Officers corps. | was able to arrange
Sergeant Major of the Army (R) Daniel Dailey to come in for the ceremony as guest speaker. As
might be expected, SMA Dailey did a superb job. In February, I conducted an Appomattox
Campaign staff ride for the ROTC cadets of Virginia Tech courtesy of MAJ Dan Harrison. At the Steve Clay
end of the staff ride our Honorary Colonel, Roger Crombie, inducted Dan as a DMOR. Unfortun-

ately, |1 was unable to attend due to unforeseen circumstances. On another note, as mentioned before, | have decided to
step down as President this year in part for health reasons (not serious) and to pursue something I feel compelled to do. |
plan to run for a seat on the Leavenworth City Commission. That effort, along with the job if I am elected, will take up
most of my time. In short, the Association will be looking for a fresh face to lead it to bigger and better things. If you have
an interest, or know someone who might be interested to be president, please contact me.

»

Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

Steven E. Clay D
President Saeua
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,

| am happy to report that all five of our 2023 Distinguished Members
of the Regiment nominations and our Honorary Member of the
Regiment nomination were recently approved by the Chief of Infantry.
I would like to personally thank COL (R) Joe Thompson, COL (R) G.
Brent Cummings, COL (R) Bill Williamson, and LTC (R) Steve Clay for
their nominations this year. CSM (R) Tom Pendleton deserves a
special recognition for handling the staffing of the packets in an
expeditious manner. The Office of the Chief of Infantry noted that the
16th Infantry Regiment sets the standard for administration of these
honorary programs and Tom has been a large part of that for several
years now. Our four living 2023 DMORs include service that spans
Vietnam, the Gulf War, Afghanistan, and Iraq - an impressive breadth .
of service. Our newest DMORs are: Roger A. Crombie

LTC John Shaw Billings (Posthumous) MAR 1863 - JUL 1863
LTC (Ret) Tyler K. Anderson JUN 2006 - JUN 2008

SGM (Ret) Francisco Lopez SEP 1989 - JAN 1992

MSG (Ret) Gregory Hugh Murry SEP 1966 - SEP 1967

SFC (Ret) Shawn Goggins APR 2005 - MAR 2013

Our newest HMOR is:
Ms. Jane Ferentzi-Sheppard

We look forward to hosting induction ceremonies during the 1st ID Victory Week at Fort Riley in June
(dates to be determined) and the 1st ID Reunion in New Orleans this August.

Semper Paratus!
Roger A. Crombie

Colonel, USA (Retired)
8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Did You Know? Fun Facts about the US Army

The US Army is older than the United States. It was founded as the Continental Army on 14 June 1776. The United
States was founded 4 July 1776.

Thirty of the 46 US presidents served in the US Army at one time or another. All but one, James Buchanan, served as
officers. Twenty-four of them served during time of war. Two earned achieved the rank of five-star general or more.
These were Washington (who was promoted posthumously six-star general in 1976) and Eisenhower. One Theodore
Roosevelt, was awarded the Medal of Honor. Ronald Reagan served as a Cavalry officer in the Army Reserve when the
army still had horses (which explains his passion for horseback riding!). Three US Presidents served in the 4th Infantry
Regiment at one point or another: William Henry Harrison, Andrew Jackson, Ulysses S. Grant. Two served in the 23rd
Ohio Volunteer Infantry at the Battle of Antietam, Rutherford B. Hayes as the regiment’s major and William McKinley as
the Commissary Sergeant. McKinley’s monument at Antietam states, that that he “personally and without orders
served ‘hot coffee’ and ‘warm food’ to every man in the Regiment on this spot and in doing so had to pass under fire.”
McKinley ended the war as a major as well (see, there is hope for a cook!).

Before World War I, the soldiers of the 45th Infantry Division wore a swastika patch to honor the
founding of the state originally as the “Indian Territory.” The design was an ancient American Indian
symbol of good luck and the red and gold colors represented the state’s Spanish heritage as well.

The US Navy was founded by US Army Brigadier General Benedict Arnold at Whitehall, NY, in 1775. The US Navy
disputes this claim. Arnold’s creation of a fleet on Lake Champlain at Whitehall supports this claim. The original USS
Enterprise (the first commissioned US Navy ship) was part of that fleet (which the Navy does not dispute). The town of
Whitehall still bills itself as the “Birthplace of the US Navy” to this day.
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6

Fellow Rangers:

It’'s been a busy few months for the Iron Rangers! We completed “E3B” in
early March, welcoming 45 new awardees into our ranks. E3B is a new
Army initiative, combining the 1) Expert Infantryman Badge, the 2) Expert
Field Medical Badge, and the new 3) Expert Soldier Badge in to one event
— E3B. It was good to see the NCOs of the Battalion, ably led by Iron
Ranger 7, training candidates from across the Brigade and maintaining
high standards. Watching the candidates train and succeed reinforced my
confidence in the Iron Rangers and the Army. The Iron Rangers also had

LTC Matt Bandi about 20 Soldiers graduate from Air Assault School in the last few

months, while 4 more Iron Rangers graduated from Sniper School. The

skills our Soldiers and NCOs are learning will help make the Battalion better. As we move into
spring and summer, we are beginning a new mission. Elements of the Battalion will spend the
summer at Fort Knox training ROTC cadets and providing command and control to Cadet Summer
Training. This will take us through August, when we will begin an intense collective training cycle.
The First Infantry Division has called 2023 the Year of the NCO, to recognize and emphasize the
contributions of the NCO Corps to the Army. You can be proud of the Iron Ranger NCOs. Their
discipline, leadership, and care for Soldiers makes the Battalion what it is. From E3B, to Command
Maintenance Mondays, and Cadet Summer Training, they are maintaining the legacy and standards
they’ve inherited from previous 16th Infantry NCOs. | was lucky enough to attend our Iron Ranger
NCO induction ceremony in January with Mr. Clay, where we added 37 new leaders to the Battalion.
I’m proud to serve with them!

¥
Semper Paratus! ‘%‘%’
LTC Matthew W. Bandi - i{
Iron Ranger 6 '1;.\‘
\.,r—'/

Commander

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

WARNING!
We Need Members!

Rangers, the Association is in dire need of new members. Our WWII cohort is almost gone and our Vietnam-era members
are dwindling. We lose one or more almost every month. The Association has something over 500 members on the rolls,
but only about 350 are paid-up members. Of those over 200 are Life Members. We spend about $6000 a year just to get the
Dagwood Dispatches out to everybody. With only about 150 annual members at best, our intake from those folks only
brings in $3750. You can see the problem. To keep the DD going plus any of the other projects we undertake, it’s difficult to
even break even now. For the past few years, the Association has been conducting a fund raiser in November-December.
Many of our members have donated generously to help our bottom line and frankly, most of those are Life Members were
are already paid up. To make matters worse, our Desert Storm-era folks are too few to increase our ranks much and it will
likely be about 10 years before we begin to see the Iraqg and Afghanistan vets beginning to join in large numbers. We have
to stay alive until then and the only way is for all of us to contact old army buddies and get them to join. Lou Murray and
Roger Crombie are already working to contact lapsed members in their respective states. I'd like to get volunteers for other
states as well. Please contact me at steven.clay@yahoo.com if you are willing to make phone calls to bring in lapsed
members. In the meantime, we all have friends we can contact via Facebook, e-mail, phones, etc., that have never been
members and who might now be willing to re-establish contact with the Regiment. Please what you can do to help.
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Jack Komora

A/2-16 IN, VN 1968-69
10 Feb 2023
Highland, CA

Alfred C. Jenkins, Jr.
C/16 IN, WWII

30 Jan 2023
Annapolis, MD

LTC Robert S. Graves
A/2-16 IN, VN 1969-70
31 Oct 2022
Nantucket, MA

Richard C. Bower
16 IN, VN

23 Jan 2023
Middletown, CT

LTC (R) Robert S Graves I1, R.1.P.

LTC (R) Robert S Graves Il passed away 31 October
2022 in Nantucket, MA. Bob was the last Vietham
commander of A/2-16 IN in Vietham, 1969-70. He
was born in Brooklyn, New York and drafted into
the US Army in 1966. After Basic Training he was
selected to attend Officers Candidate School at
Fort Benning, GA. His overseas service included
assignments in Germany, Korea and Vietnam.
Subsequent to his service in Vietnam one of Bob's
most rewarding assignments was as an ROTC
instructor at Polytechnic Institute in New York.

Bob is survived by his wife, Claire Graves; his
daughter Elizabeth Kuchynka and son-in-law
Gerard Kuchynka; his son Robert S. Graves Il and
his wife Laura Kohtio-Graves and grandchildren
Robert S. Graves IV and Marco Augusto Graves.

Bob was a big supporter of the Nantucket local
Boy Scout Troop 97 and in 2018 he helped battle
and win the right to preserve Camp Richard on
Nantucket Island.

Actions Taken By Your Association

January-March 2023

Steve Clay conducted the Omaha Beach Virtual
Staff Ride for the officers and NCOs of 1-16
Infantry as a professional development seminar.
The staff ride took place on 12 January 2023 in
the Ranger Regimental Room at Fort Riley.

Steve attended the Iron Ranger NCO Induction
Ceremony at Fort Riley on 26 January 2023. The
impressive ceremony was conducted at the 1st
Infantry Division headquarters on post. Former
Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA) (R) Daniel
Dailey was the guest speaker and gave a superb
speech on leadership.

Steve and his fellow staff ride instructors from
the Combat Studies Institute conducted the
Appomattox Campaign Staff Ride for the ROTC
cadets of Virginia Polytech University in
February. At the conclusion of the staff ride,
Honorary Colonel Roger Crombie inducted MAJ
Daniel Harrison (now an instructor at Virginia
Tech) as a DMOR.

Steve has been coordinating to set up a
Command Post in Junction City to support the
Annual Dinner of the combat officers of the 1st
Infantry Division to be held there on 29 April.

16th Infantry Regiment
Association

CSEMPpER pARATY®

Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail
system to communicate information to our members of
a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for
the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65
percent of our members have provided us an e-malil
address with which to communicate with them on these
messages. If you wish to receive these notices please
provide your e-mail address to
steven.clay@216thinfassn.org

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses
block these e-mails and will not work.
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I PFC Deane S. Van Dyke, Jr. Memorial l

Perusing the internet for interesting 16th Infantry trivia, the editor happened upon this modest memorial to
a fallen 16th Infantry soldier on the American Legion website. It is a granite monument dedicated on 30 May
2003 in honor of US Army Private First Class Deane S. Van Dyke, Jr. A resident of Delmont, Pennsylvania,
PFC Van Dyke served with C Company. 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry in Vietnam. He was one of many Charlie
Company soldiers critically wounded in the Battle of Xa Cam My on 11 April 1966. He later succumbed to
his injuries and passed away on 28 April 1966. He is buried in nearby Twin Valley Memorial Park. On the
Vietnam memorial wall in Washington, DC, Van Dyke's name can be found on Panel 7E, Line 6. American
Legion Post 247 of Delmont, PA, installed the memorial in front of their modest Legion Hall. It is located at
64 Freeport Street in Delmont.

Memorial to T/SGT Philipp Streczyk, East Brunswick High School, NJ

About two years ago LTC (R) Debjeet Sarkar, an instructor at the
US Uniformed Health Services school in Bethesda, MD,
contacted the city government and the US Congressional
Representative of East Brunswick, NJ, to request that they find a
way to honor T/SGT Philip Streczyk, a 16th Infantry
Distinguished Service Cross recipient and local hometown hero.
Association members will recall that Streczyk’s assault team
i Vst o00me Av_ lead the way off Easy Red at_ Omaha Beach on D-Day. Debjeet
i - sent several letters and emails, but regrettably, the mayor nor
the congressman ever bothered to respond. Fortunately, the
o gl wwh  ., af - principal of East Brunswick high school, Michael Vinella was
: Debjeet’s old volleyball coach and he undertook the effort to
recognize Streczyk. Mr. Anthony McSwieney, who owns the land
where Philip is buried, also offered to hold a 5K in his honor. He
printed t-shirts and a banner, and was able to raise money for
the local VFW. Mr. Vinella was able to win approval from the
school board to have a display case set up in the high school to
commemorate Streczyk. Debjeet collected the banner plus 2
iconic photos of the hero and a provided the replica mini-brick
of the actual brick commemorating Streczyk which will soon be
laid down at the National Museum of the US Army at Fort
Belvoir, VA. It was a true team effort to get a New Jersey legend
and hero recognized.
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RANGER PROFILE

SFC (R) Shawn K. Goggins

Sergeant First Class (Retired) Shawn K. Goggins
served in the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment
from 2005 to 2013 during a period of conflict and
great organizational change across the US Army.
During the battalion’s deployment to Iraq in 2006-
2007, Sergeant Goggins served as a Team Leader.
He learned his tradecraft while leading Soldiers
during one of the most violent periods of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. On completion of that tour, Goggins
remained with the Iron Rangers to help reorganize
the battalion to perform the critical mission of
training Advisor Transition Teams to assist Afghan
forces to lead the fight against insurgents in their
country. Goggins worked with the teams for two
years before the Army ordered the Iron Rangers to
reorganize into a light infantry unit and prepare for a
special mission. During his second deployment, this
time to Afghanistan, Shawn led a platoon which was
paired with a Special Forces team to conduct Village
Stability Operations. The basic mission was to help
the Afghan people in more remote areas to protect
and provide for themselves and resist encroachment
of the Taliban. On return from Afghanistan, SFC
Goggins was tasked to serve as the A Company first
sergeant. In that capacity, he helped retrain the 1-16
IN as a Bradley and Abrams-equipped Combined
Arms Battalion. This effort involved recertifying
basic soldier skills, fielding new M2A3 Bradley
Fighting Vehicles, and completing an intense period
of individual training, gunnery and maneuver
training. In addition to his numerous awards and
honors it is notable that he was selected as the 1-16
Infantry NCO of the Quarter twice, the 1st Brigade
NCO of the Quarter twice, the 16th Infantry NCO of
the Year for 2012. Goggins retired from the US Army
on 17 May 2016. Not long after his retirement, Shawn
became a law enforcement officer with the Riley
County Police Department (RCPD) in Manhattan, KS.
He is designated as a DMOR for 2023.

Jane Ferentzi-Sheppard

Jane Ferentzi-Sheppard was born in Dorset in
October 1945, the daughter of PFC Gerald M.
Anderson, HHC, 2/16 IN (Distinguished Member of
the 16th Infantry, 2014). Ms. Ferentzi-Sheppard
became a teacher and majored in history. From 1968
to 1990 she taught English in Germany in Erlangen,
Nuremburg, and Schwetzingen, all primary American
military communities. Living in those communities,
she developed close contacts with the US military
community and became aware of the 1st Infantry
Division and its post-war roles. The the 40th
Anniversary commemorations of D-Day in 1984
prompted her interest not only in the 1st Infantry
Division, but also the 16th Infantry. She returned
permanently to Bridport in 1990. In 2000, Jane met
Mr. Robin Pearce who published the book, Seven
Months to D-Day: An American Regiment in Dorset
which focused on the 16th Infantry Regiment’s six-
month stay in the county. This and her experiences
in Germany led to her desire to delve deeper into the
British-US experience. In 2004, Jane attended the
dedication of the 16th Infantry plague at Walditch
commemorating the stay of Companies E and G in
that community in 1943-44. She also attended the
unveiling of our memorial to the 16th Infantry
Regiment at Bridport on 18 May 2019. Since 2019,
Jane was in contact with her father, Gerald “Andy”
Anderson. In September 2022, Jane conducted a
presentation for the Bridport History Society on the
Americans in Bridport during the war. For her part,
Jane did a presentation about the places in Bridport
where the 16th Infantry troops were billeted. In 2023-
2024, Jane and the Bridport History Society are
planning events to celebrate the anniversary of the
16th Infantry’s arrival in Bridport (November 2023),
followed by the 80th Anniversary of D-Day in 2024.
For her efforts to tell the 16th Infantry story while it
was in the Dorset area, Jane was nominated as an
Honorary Member of the Regiment for 2023.

Dagwood Dispatches

April 2023



The Battle of Xa Cam My, 11 April 1966

S T W Operation ABILENE
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2nd Battalion Actions
8-13 April 1966
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Fifty-seven years ago this month, on 11 April 1966, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, was operating 7
kilometers east of the village of Xa Cam My near Courtenay Rubber Plantation in South Vietnam. The company,
commanded by Captain William R. Nolan, was participating in Operation ABILENE, a 1st Infantry Division effort
designed to bring elusive VC units to battle. By the spring of 1966, the US Army had been conducting ground
combat operations in South Vietham for about ten months. Although there had ben a few significant battles, such
as that in the la Drang Valley in November 1965, generally, Viet Cong forces and the North Vietnamese Army were
reluctant to go head to head with American ground forces. Typically, an enemy commander refused to engage an
American unit unless he felt he had clear superiority in firepower and a reasonable chance for success. The
commander of the 1st Infantry Division, Maj. Gen. William E. Dupuy, sought to entice his adversaries into battle
by deceiving an enemy commander that he outhumbered his opponent. Dupuy’s technique was to entice the
enemy to take on what appeared to be an isolated American unit. Then, when the VC were decisively engaged,
artillery and airpower would hammer them, and other U.S. units would surround them and pile on with superior
firepower. More specifically, Dupuy’s plan required the participating infantry battalions to have their companies
advance through the jungle spread out about 1,000 yards apart. Once the VC attacked what appeared to be an
isolated company, DePuy planned to move the adjacent rifle companies to destroy the VC. In theory, Dupuy’s
idea was a good one. If anything went wrong, however, such as a unit moving out of range of artillery support or
out of reach of reinforcing units, dire consequences could result. That is what happened to C Company near the
Courtenay Plantation the day after Easter 1969. The new technique was to be tested during the upcoming
Operation ABILENE which commenced on 29 March 1966. The operation was a search and destroy mission in
Phuoc Tuy Province, a largely rural area of thick jungle occasionally interrupted by roads, villages and a number
of large rubber plantations east of Saigon. The operation specifically. targeted the VC 274th and 275th Regiments
of the 5th Division operated in the May Tao Secret Zone. The actual unit that C Company would encounter was
the elusive VC D800 Battalion. On 9 April, LTC Bill Hathaway’s 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry, departed the 2nd Bri-
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The Battle of Xa Cam My, 11 April 1966
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Map art by Steven Clay

gade assembly area east of Binh Gia. The battalion began to spread out and move generally northwest with A
Company in the south, B Company in the center, and C Company in the north. For two days the troops struggled in
the heat and thick jungle foliage as they moved toward the Michelin Rubber Company’s Courtenay Plantation. After
atense night, 11 April dawned on C Company without any enemy contact, much to everyone’s relief. At about 0730,
the company moved out in search of the D800 Battalion, a well-trained VC Regular unit. Beginning about 1100, the
company made several successive contacts, but no firm firefights developed. About 1355, a small VC force opened
fire and wounded two men. Nolan stopped the company to evacuate the men, but it was a costly decision.
Unknowingly, the company had almost stumbled into the D800 Battalion’s base camp which was only 150 yards
away. As Nolan tried to medevac the two casualties, the D800 Battalion quickly and quietly surrounded the
company. Unfortunately, the company did not form a tight perimeter before the enemy attacked. Still located
forward of the company, the now isolated 3rd Platoon called for artillery to break up an enemy force massing to
their front. The initial shells landed right on target, but on the second salvo, the shells landed in the platoon area,
killing or wounding a number of men. When the platoon called off the fires, the VC used the lull to move in even
closer. The company was in a trap and Nolan decided to pull back, but soon found he was unable to due to the
number of already dead and wounded. When the other platoons attempted to move into a tighter perimeter they
were driven to the ground by intense small arms fire as well. About 1540, Air Force rescue teams came in to
evacuate the dead and the wounded, and miraculously, they were able to rescue twelve men during the fighting.
When the situation became too hot and the Air Force choppers were forced to leave, one of the rescue team
members, A1C William H. Pitsenbarger, remained with Charlie Company. Pitsenbarger’s efforts to save lives that
day resulted in him receiving the Medal of Honor, but also lead to his own death. The terrific firefight continued
throughout the afternoon and into the evening. There were several breakout attempts, but all failed. One by one the
company’s leaders became casualties. Nolan and Ken Alderson, the XO, were both wounded. All the platoon
leaders and platoon sergeants were killed or wounded. To make matters worse, at about 1745, the VC emplaced ten
machine guns, including at least two .50 calibers (or .51 calibers) to rake the company. In a chopper above the
desperate fight, Major Bibb Underwood, the battalion executive officer, assisted in bringing artillery fire in as close

Dagwood Dispatches E April 2023




The Battle of Xa Cam My, 11 April 1966
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to the perimeter as possible while B Company, the nearest unit at a kilometer away, struggled through the thick
foliage trying to reach their fellow Rangers. Throughout the afternoon, Sergeant James W. Robinson of Annandale,
Virginia, was fighting with the heart of a tiger. Grabbing an M-79 grenade launcher, he silenced several snipers,
then, spotting two wounded men laying outside the line, he bravely bolted to them and dragged them into the
perimeter to dress their wounds. Later he collected and redistributed weapons and ammo and then dragged another
man to safety, though he, too, was wounded in the effort. As he bandaged his own wounds, Robinson spotted a .51-
caliber machine gun that had caused much damage. He shouted to his men, “l see the .50! 'm going for it. Cover
me!” Out of ammo, Robinson grabbed two grenades and pulled the pins. Taking a deep breath, the sergeant made a
mad dash at the gun, the whole time bullets zipping past him. One tracer round set his pant leg on fire as he ran. He
made it to within thirty feet of the machine gun and lobbed the grenades into the position just as he fell dead from
two 51-caliber hits in the chest. One tracer round set his pant leg on fire as he ran. Robinson made it to within thirty
feet of the machine gun and lobbed the grenades into the position just as he fell dead from two .51-caliber slugs in
his chest. His aim was true, however, and the VC position was eliminated in a blinding flash. For his indomitable
courage that day, Robinson earned the regiment’s ninth Medal of Honor. As darkness enveloped the battlefield,
small arms fire slackened but did not cease. The company was able to keep the artillery dropping HE (high
explosive) rounds very close to the perimeter and flares above the position as well. After midnight, the survivors
noticed the VC fire go slack in the dark. Hopes soared as streaks of light to the east announced the dawn of 12
April. At about 0715, the troops of B Company made contact with the remnants of C Company. Soon after,
helicopters arrived with massive assistance. The Charlie Rangers had held on and handed the D800 Battalion a
significant defeat. The VC suffered 41 known KIA by actual body count and an unknown number of others killed or
wounded. The enemy had also failed to overrun and destroy C Company which was the enemy commander’s intent.
Moreover, the D800 Battalion disappeared from the VC order of battle within two months. Even so, C Company had
suffered 35 killed and 71 wounded of the 134 soldiers who entered the fight. For their actions on 11-12 April 1966, C
Company was later awarded the Valorous Unit Award by the Secretary of the Army on 23 April 1968.
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Iron Ranger NCO Induction Ceremony

SMA (R) Daniel Dailey was the Guest Speaker for the occasion. CSM Joshua Perkins was the Master of Ceremonies.

The 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry held and impressive NCO Induction Ceremony at Fort Riley on 26 January
2023. The impressive ceremony was conducted at the 1st Infantry Division headquarters on post. CSM
Joshua Perkins, the Iron Ranger CSM, and his senior NCOs meticulously planned and executed the event.
Perkins also filled the post of Master of Ceremonies. Former Sergeant Major of the Army (SMA) (R) Daniel
Dailey (DMOR ??7??) was the guest speaker and gave a superb speech on leadership.
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Rangers Meet at Fort Leavenworth

Left to Right: Steve Clay (DMOR 2000), Wes Wilson, JW Logan, Andrew Buckman, John Schatzel (DMOR 2016), Scott Knoebel (DMOR
2018), Bennett Dickson (DMOR 2016), Fred McLeod, and Ed Ziembinski (DMOR 2019).

On 15 March, nine former Rangers met at the Trails West Golf Club at Fort Leavenworth, KS, for a sort of mini-reunion.
The event was an impromptu idea thought up by LTC Ed Ziembinski. Ed, recently back from ??? Discovered there a
number of former Iron Rangers in the area with whom he served some years ago at Fort Riley. He sent out an invite to
meet for lunch and talk about old time. He included Steve Clay in the invite who also contacted a few other old Rangers
to come as well. The result was about an hour and a half of very enjoyable camaraderie. The groiup plans to meet once
a month at the golf club.

MAJ Dan Harrison, DMOR, 25 February 2023

Last fall, MAJ Dan Harrison contacted Steve Clay to let him know
that he was being reassigned from his post in Germany to Virginia
Polytechnic University in Blacksburg, Virginia, as an Assistant
Professor of Military Science. Clay immediately saw a great
opportunity assist the new APMS buy offering to conduct the Omaha
Beach Virtual Staff Ride for the ROTC unit there. Since Virginia Tech
was the alma mater of LT Jimmie Monteith, 16th Infantry, who was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions on D-Day, it was a
perfect fit. Moreover, Steve contacted the Honorary Colonel, Roger
Crombie, to see if he could induct Dan as a DMOR after the ride
since it had been delayed by Dan’s assignment to Germany. Roger
said, “Of course.” As events played out, the staff ride (which Dan
attended) for the Tech ROTC cadets was changed to the Appomattox
Campaign which Steve and the Combat Studies Institute Staff Ride
Team conducted in late February. Nevertheless, Roger was able
travel to Virginia Tech to conduct the ceremony that evening after
the ride.
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2023 Reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division
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Astor Crowne Plaza on Canal Street in the French Quarter of New Orleans
Annual Reunion of the Society of the 18t Infantry Division in New Orleans!

August 9 to August 13, 2023
This year’s reunion will be held at the Astor Crowne Plaza on

Canal Street of New Orleans. The reunion hotel is located in

the heart of the French Quarter which itself is a historical and
,/'9
+ de

cultural landmark with many interesting sites to see. Please
mark your calendars and plan to attend this always
pleasurable event. We look forward to seeing you in the
Crescent City for loads of Big Red One fun and fellowship.
Visit the Society’s website, www.1stid.org, for updates about

3rd BCT 4th B

the 2023 Reunion and other information as it becomes
available.

1st BCT
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Just Published: Particular Bravery, The Battle of Xa Cam My

On April 11, 1966, the soldiers of Company C, 2/16th Infantry Regiment, First
Infantry Division, were badly mauled by a VC battalion near the village of Xa
Cam My in South Vietnam. Company C was surrounded and outgunned yet
fought valiantly through a long day and night. In the end, it was severely
reduced during the bloody stand, taking 80% casualties. In his memoirs
General William Westmoreland called the destruction of C Company a
“serious blow”; The First Infantry Division Commander, General DePuy,
admitted that the battle had been a mistake; the survivors of Charlie Company
o N 3 N simply called it Hell. This book relates that jungle nightmare through the eyes
PAR"B“I. AR BRAVEHY of Charlie Company survivors of the battle. Particular Bravery focuses on a
Y L= company of warriors who labeled themselves “grunts” and honored military

N A K service as a patriotic obligation and believed fighting in Vietham was their
duty. The soldiers’ memories are the core of Particular Bravery. Here are the
grunts’ recollections of their march to a night when 80% of them fell in battle. It
is also the story of unbelievable heroism, as a gun-ho former Marine turned
Army Sergeant repeatedly risked his own life for his comrades while an Air
Force Pararescue hotshot volunteered to drop into hell so that others might
live. At present the book is available in paperback at Amazon and Barnes &
Noble. For the ebook: https://booklocker.com/books/12728.html

B [he Battle of Xa Gam My and fhe ol

About the Author: T. L. Derks is the author or coauthor of numerous articles
about 20th-century combat, including battles fought by the Big Red One in
Vietham and the American Sixth Army’s campaign against the Japanese in
the Philippines during World War Il. Derks teaches history online to veterans
and active-duty service people at American Military University. He lives with
his family in Sedona, Arizona.

RANGERS!

We need you to recruit your buddies for membership in our great
Association. Little by little, our membership dwindles as Father Time
musters our older members into service in the Heavenly Host and the |16th Infaptry \
- Coronavirus lockdown takes its toll on social veterans organizations | Association
I w like ours. As you know our Association engages in a lot of worthy FOR HOME
FOR THE projects to help our members and the soldiers of the 1st Battalion, AND COUNTRY,
16 o Je'j\ YE but we can’t continue those projects without new members to
16th INFANTRY replenish our thinning ranks. Therefore, the Dagwood Dispatches
and the Board of Governors calls on all of you to commit to bringing
in at least one new member (a lapsed old member counts too!) between now and the end of 2021. The Board
has authorized the Semper Paratus award for this purpose. One new member will earn you the Bronze award.
Three new members will earn the silver award. Five new members will earn the gold. Each new Life Member
will of course receive the Life Member pin. One new member from each of us will double our membership in
one year or less. Please pitch in and help continue the good work your Associations does for others!

SILVER GOLD BRONZE

April 2023

Dagwood Dispatches




1st Infantry Division Monument Donations

The monument was conceived by the Society of the First Division to honor the valiant efforts of the
soldiers who fought in World War |. Since the names of those killed-in-action in WW [, Vietnam,
and Desert Storm were added to the Monument. Fund raising is underway to add the names of the
631 BRO soldiers lost in Afghanistan and Iraq.

First Infantry Division Monument Fund Drive

« First Division Monument located west of White House
« Each Conflict contains names and units of 15t ID KlIAs
* 12,947 Names on Monument (WWI — Desert Storm)

» Modifications needed to add 631 Iraq and Afghanistan BRO
KIAs — Update Desert Storm Plaques to conform with others.

Society Goal: Redesign, Add Names, Dedicate in 2023

| want to do my part in reaching the Society Goal:

Check Payable to: Society of the First Infantry Division

. $1,000. __ $500. ___ $300. ___ $100. _ Other:$___
Donations are Tax Deductible

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Mail to: 15! Inf Division FDN, PO Box 607, Ambler, PA 19002;
Credit Card #: Exp__/ _,CVD

IXOK Membership Application VKO A
Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone: E-Mail:
Unit (Co., Bn.): Dates of Service w/Regiment:
Spouse’s Name: Highest Rank while with the Regiment:
If a new member, recruited by whom?

Dues:
Donation:
Total Enclosed: $

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year
payable on 1 January of each year. The dues year runs from 1 January—-31 December. If a new member joins the
Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they join prior to 1
September, they are credited with the current year’s dues only. We established this practice because we do not
have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual
basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on
your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries
1734 Ellenwood Drive
Roswell, GA 30075
(770) 993-8312
robert humphries@att.net
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