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No Mission Too Difficult No Sacrifice Too Great Duty First!

110 Years Ago . . . 

The 16th Infantry prepares for inspection at the Presidio of San Francisco



I attended my first reunion in New Orleans this past July. It was my first since retiring from the Army and it was great! 
New Orleans hasn’t changed much from the last time I visited as a 2LT on pass from IOBC, Bourbon Street certainly 
hasn’t! It was fun to reconnect to our Army and share in our mutual respect for the 16th Infantry Regiment and the 1st 
Infantry Division. Please consider attending this year, we need you! I look forward to getting to know more of you and to 
continuing the good work of our Regiment. 

Semper Paratus!  Always Ready!

G. Brent Cummings
President
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Association Staff

For membership card issues, please contact Phil Hall at (920) 699-2862 or pjatlarge@yahoo.com The membership fee for all Regular members of the Association is $25.00 per year, due on 1 January.

The Dagwood  Dispatches is the newsletter of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. It is 

printed quarterly on the first day of January, April, July, and October. Articles regarding 

members, activities, and history of the Association and our Regiment are solicited for 

publication. Please send all articles to the Editor, Steve Clay, via mail or e-mail at the 

addresses above at least 30 days before the scheduled date of printing.
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From the Desk of the President

President

G. Brent Cummings
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Fellow Rangers:

I’m very proud to be nominated by the Board as the interim 16th Association President pending a 
full vote at our annual meeting this year in Albuquerque, NM. I have been a member of the 
Association since my first assignment as a 2LT in 2-16 and I’m humbled to follow in the footsteps of 
some great leaders.

I want to personally thank Steve Clay for his outstanding service to our Association as our previous 
President and for his continued work organizing and editing the Dagwood Dispatches. Steve is a 
perfect example of what this Association is about - maintaining our great heritage and history, 
connecting members together and serving the current Regiment Soldiers to help their mission. 
Thank you, Steve, for all you have done and continue to do for this Association. We are better 
because of you!
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complete and approved by early Spring so that we can move on to planning for the next round of 

inductions.  

Otherwise, it is a slow time of year for news so I’ll keep my notes short and hope to see many of you in 

2024.

“No Mission Too Difficult. No Sacrifice Too Great. Duty First!”

Semper Paratus!

 

Roger A. Crombie

Colonel, USA (Retired)

8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,

Happy New Year to you and your families. I hope your holidays were 

filled with love and gratitude. As has always been the case during the 

holidays many of us were revisiting cherished traditions and customs 

with friends and family while others may not have been as fortunate to 

be surrounded by loved ones. Whatever your circumstances at the 

end of 2023, Kristy and I wish you health and happiness in 2024.  

We are at the time of year when we typically finish up nominations for 

the Distinguished Members of the Regiment and Honorary Members 

of the Regiment programs. Thanks to Steve Clay and Phil Hall among 

others who put forth the effort to make nominations this year. I’m 

always amazed at the depth of candidates we nominate from year to 

year. The next steps are to compile the nominations for forwarding to 

the Chief of Infantry for approval.  I hope to have these nominations

Roger A. Crombie

From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

2024 DMOR and HMOR Nominations

The Association, and others, have nominated a number people as Distinguished Members of the Regiment 

and Honorary Members of the Regiment for 2024. As most of you are aware, the DMOR/HMOR awards are 

a Secretary of the Army program and thus, are not to be taken lightly. The nominations are sent to our 

Honorary Colonel, Roger Crombie, who reviews and provides his approval/recommendation. The packets 

are then forwarded to LTC Matt Bandi, the 1st Battalion commander for his recommendations. The packets 

then go through the Commanding General 1st Infantry Division and forwarded to the Chief of Infantry at 

Fort Benning for final approval on behalf of the Secretary of the Army. The nominations for 2024 are:

Name   Award Nominator

COL (R) Frank L Harman III  DMOR 16th Infantry Regiment Association

COL (R) Chip Sniffin  DMOR 16th Infantry Regiment Association

COL (R) Andrew Kiser  DMOR COL (R) Roger Crombie

Sergeant Major George P. Storm DMOR (P) 16th Infantry Regiment Association

LTC Debjeet Sarkar  HMOR 16th Infantry Regiment Association

Chief MSG (R) David E. Milsten, USAR HMOR Phillip Hall
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From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6
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LTC Matt Bandi

WARNING! 

We Need Members!

Rangers, the Association is in dire need of new members. Our WWII cohort is almost gone and our Vietnam-era members 

are dwindling. We lose one or more almost every month. The Association has something over 500 members on the rolls, 

but only about 350 are paid-up members. Of those over 200 are Life Members. We spend about $6000 a year just to get the 

Dagwood Dispatches out to everybody. With only about 150 annual members at best, our intake from those folks only 

brings in $3750. You can see the problem. To keep the DD going plus any of the other projects we undertake, it’s  difficult to 

even break even now. For the past few years, the Association has been conducting a fund raiser in November-December. 

Many of our members have donated generously to help our bottom line and frankly, most of those are Life Members were 

are already paid up. To make matters worse, our Desert Storm-era folks are too few to increase our ranks much  and it will 

likely be about 10 years before we begin to see the Iraq and Afghanistan vets beginning to join in large numbers. We have 

to stay alive until then and the only way is for all of us to contact old army buddies and get them to join. Lou Murray and 

Roger Crombie are already working to contact lapsed members in their respective states. I’d like to get volunteers for other 

states as well. Please contact me at steven.clay@yahoo.com if you are willing to make phone calls to bring in lapsed 

members. In the meantime, we all have friends we can contact via Facebook, e-mail, phones, etc., that have never been 

members and who might now be willing to re-establish contact with the Regiment. Please what you can do to help.

Looking further ahead, the Iron Rangers will complete Platoon training in February, then transition 

to a period of maintenance and individual training. This culminates with E3B in the spring, where 

Iron Ranger Soldiers of all MOS’s will get a chance to compete for their Expert Badges. After E3B, 

another collective training cycle begins that will eventually take the Battalion from Fort Riley to the 

National Training Center. In short, 2024 will be busy, but productive!

I’d like to recognize SFC Ales, the Iron Ranger Career Counselor, who was recognized as the 

Division Career Counselor of the Year. I’m very proud of SFC Ales – he is an outstanding NCO and 

Career Counselor who impacts the Iron Rangers on a daily basis by keeping good Soldiers in the 

Army and progressing. I’m also proud that the Iron Rangers remain a unit that people want to be in 

and be associated with. The legacy of the Iron Rangers and the 16th Infantry remains intact 

because of people like SFC Ales.

Semper Paratus!

LTC Matthew W. Bandi

Iron Ranger 6

Commander

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

Fellow Rangers: 

Happy Holidays from Fort Riley! The Iron Rangers have been hard at work 

preparing for crew gunnery and platoon training in January and February. 

The Soldiers, NCOs and Officers of the unit have put in countless hours in 

simulators, in the motor pool, and in the Battalion area focusing on 

maintenance and crew training. It’s been extremely rewarding to watch 

new NCOs and Officers train their Soldiers and grow professionally over 

the last couple months, and I’m excited to come back from leave and start 

shooting live bullets! 

mailto:steven.clay@yahoo.com
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Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail 

system to communicate information to our members of 

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for 

the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 

percent of our members have provided us an e-mail 

address with which to communicate with them on these 

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please 

provide your e-mail address  to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org  

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

Actions Taken By Your Association

October-December 2023

Th governing board continues to work actions 

related to the Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, Jr. 

Scholarship program. We anticipate that 

members will be able to start contributing within 

the next 90 days of less.

Brent Cummings assumed duties as the acting 

president on 1 January.

In December, the board approved the 

nominations of 1 DMOR and two HMORs for 

2024. The DMOR is COL (R) Frank L. Harman, III 

and the two HMORs are LTC Debjeet Sarkar and 

Chief Master Sergeant (R) David E. Milsten, 

USAF. 

The governing board is making plans for a major 

turn out of Association members for the re-

dedication of the 1st Infantry Division memorial 

in Washington, DC in May (date TBD). The 

signature event will be the unveiling of the 600 

plus names of division soldiers KIA during the 

Global War on Terror. The event will be 

sponsored by the Society of the 1st Infantry 

Division and we (the Association) want to plan 

for maximum turn out of 16th Infantry soldiers.

 

LTC (R) Edmund “Mick” Daley

LTC (R) Carsten Carlson 

C/2-16 IN, VN

29 Jul 2023

Sun City, AZ 

COL (R) Bill Williamson

A/1-16 IN VN 1966-67

9 Nov 2023

Williamsburg, VA

LTC (R) Carsten D. Carlson  R.I.P.

LTC (R) Lloyd R. Gunn

16 IN VN

27 Feb 2023

Charleston, SC

John S. Perak

A/1-16 IN, VN 1965-66

2 Nov 2023

Laguna Hills, CA

LTC (R) Carsten D. Carlson passed away 29 July 2023 in 
Sun City, AZ from complications due to agent orange. He 
joined the US Army Reserve in 1962 and went on active 
duty in 1967. He was selected to Officers candidate 
school at Fort Benning GA, and later served with C 
Company, 2nd Battalion 16th Infantry as a platoon leader 
in 1968.  He was awarded the combat infantryman’s 
badge, the Purple Heart, and Bronze Star Medal with “V" 
device among other awards while there. His post 
Vietnam assignments included instructor at Fort Gordon, 
GA and company commander at Fort Ord CA. He then 
went back college to earn a BA at the University of 
Omaha. He then attended the Advanced Course at Fort 
Benning after which he was assigned as a mech inf  
company commander at Fort Riley, KS.  After Fort Riley, 
he was assigned as the area commander for the Grand 
Island, NE, recruiting district, then as a staff officer and 
asst IG at Schofield Barracks HI. He next served at the 
104th ARCOM at Seattle WA, as a battalion XO in Korea 
and on the staff at  Fort Lewis WA.  He retired In 1986.  
Being an infantry officer his favorite times were in the 
field with his troops.  He is survived by his wife Kathleen 
Carlson. Daughter Dru Carlson-Monta, 6 grandchildren 
Blake, Jordan, Chandler, Dominic and Rylie and 2 great 
grandsons, Liam and Peyten.

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
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COL (R) Charles T. Sniffin

COL (R) Charles T. “Chip” Sniffin Charles T. 

graduated from the Military Academy in 1979.  

During his military career, his command and staff 

assignments included:  Commander, C Company, 

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division 

(Forward), West Germany; Instructor in the 

Department of Military Instruction and Executive 

Officer to the Commandant of Cadets, United States 

Military Academy, West Point; Executive Officer to 

the CG, 24th Infantry Division; Chief, G-3 Operations 

1st Infantry Division; Executive Officer, 2d Battalion, 

16th Infantry Regiment;  Chief of Protocol, United 

Nations Command/Combined Forces Command/ US 

Forces Korea; Battalion Commander, 1st Battalion, 

1st Infantry Regiment; Deputy Commander, 3d 

Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard),; and Secretary 

of the Combined and Joint Staff, UNC/CFC/USFK. 

Prior to retirement in 2006, he served as the Deputy 

Commander and Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army 

Community and Family Support Center. His military 

awards and decorations include the Defense 

Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service 

Medal (w/Silver Oak Leaf Cluster), Parachutist 

Badge, Ranger Tab, and Expert Infantryman Badge. 

His military education includes the Infantry Officer 

Basic and Advanced Courses, the Command and 

General Staff College and the Army War College He 

was awarded a Master of Science in Education from 

Long Island University in 1990 and a Master of 

Science in Strategic Studies from the Army War 

College in 2002. Following retirement from the U.S. 

Army, Chip continued to serve the Nation as a 

Department of Defense civilian at the Pentagon.   

From September 2006 – June 2017, he performed the 

duties of Chief, Actions Division, Secretary of the 

Joint Staff, Joint Staff, Pentagon. 

Sergeant Major George P. Storm

Sergeant-Major George P. Storm was born in 

September 1879 at Catasauqua, PA, and enlisted at 

Allentown on December 6, 1898. He served through 

several enlistment periods and was a professional 

soldier. In August, 1917, he was assigned to the 16th 

Infantry and with them went to France. By 1918, 

Storm was one of the few long-service “Old Army” 

NCOs remaining with the regiment and was a 

popular leader with officers and men alike. On 4 

October, 1918, during the Meuse-Argonne 

campaign, when his battalion had made the advance 

toward Fléville, Sergeant-Major Storm stayed behind 

to wrap up activities at the 3rd Battalion’s old post 

of command (PC). Once his duties were complete 

there, he set out through violent shellfire to the new 

PC position. His presence was felt all over the field 

that day.  Moving with the 3d Battalion PC, he 

volunteered to carry a message through heavy 

artillery and machine-gun fire.  Successfully 

accomplishing that task, he stopped to aid several 

wounded men and detailed some of the lesser 

injured to escort prisoners to the rear.  The battalion 

P.C. had moved forward while this was in progress, 

so Storm, after seeing off the wounded, made his 

way forward through “violent fire” to the new 

position where the battalion was consolidating.  He 

immediately set out to assist the other battalion 

leaders in preparing the defenses and was killed by 

shell fire as he made his way to the main positions. 

At the time of his death, the sergeant major had 

served twenty-nine years and ten months.  In less 

than two months, the war would be over, and he 

could have retired. Buried by the unit chaplain in a 

short stretch of trench near where he died, his grave 

had been well marked and noted at headquarters. 

However, when GRS searched for the grave location 

post war they were unable to locate it. Despite a 

second search, Sergeant-Major Storm remains 

missing to this day. 

HQ

Ranger Profile

1
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The Governing Board has received permission from the 1st Infantry Division Foundation for Association members to begin 
sending in donations to the Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, Jr. Scholarship effective immediately. The good news is that if our 
Association can send in at least $4000 a year, the scholarship will be able to provide the child or grandchild of a 16th Infantry 
soldier (current, retired, or veteran in good standing) one $15,000 scholarship paid out over a four-year period for each year, 
beginning this year (2024). The process for applying for the scholarship generally mirrors that of the Foundation’s process, but 
who receives the scholarship will be determined by a committee of at least three active Association members selected by the 
Governing Board at the same time as the 1st Infantry Division Scholarship recipients are determined at the annual reunion. As the 
Association’s money builds up at some time in the future, more Griffin scholarships will be made available as funding permits. 
Parameters for selection will be provided to the Association members in the April 2024 Dagwood. Please make your checks out to 
“1st Infantry Division Foundation” and write “Col. Griffin Scholarship” in the memo line. Send all send donations to:

1st Infantry Division Foundation
ATTN: Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, Jr. Scholarship
PO Box 607
Ambler, PA  19002

Also, please consider leaving a legacy from your estate to help the funds build up faster. 

Colonel (R) William “Bill” R. Williamson, R.I.P.

Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, Jr. Scholarship-Update 

Colonel William (R) “Bill” R. Williamson, 85, passed away 9 November 2023 at the VCU Health Center in Richmond, VA. A true American 
hero, Bill was one of the most dedicated and respected career Army Officers. He will be remembered as a loving husband and devoted 
family man. Bill attended the United States Military Academy at West Point and was commissioned in the Infantry upon graduation in 
1961. He graduated from the Basic Infantry Officers Course, Airborne School, Pathfinder School, and Ranger School and was assigned to 
the 2nd Airborne Battle Group, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment at Fort Bragg, NC where he served as an Infantry Platoon Leader, 
Recon Platoon Leader and HQ Company Commander. He subsequently was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment in 
Vietnam where he served as the Battalion S-4 for four months before assuming command of A Company, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry in 
November of 1966. He remained in command until June of 1967 participating in the major battles of Ap Gu (1 April 1967) and LZ X-Ray 
(17 June 1967). He went on to command the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division at Fort Lewis, 
WA, and the 3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) at Fort Myer, VA. During his career, Bill was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge, the Senior Parachutists Badge, the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Silver Star, two Legion of Merit awards, two Bronze Stars 
for Valor, three Bronze Stars for Meritorious Service, the Purple Heart, two Meritorious Service Medals and two Air Medals, among 
other awards. He retired from the Army in 1987 and in 2000 he moved to Williamsburg, VA. Bill was also actively involved in the James 
City Lions Club, the Crown Colony Club and the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. He was designated as a 16th Infantry Distinguished 
Member of the regiment in 2016 and was also a DMOR of the 3rd Infantry. 
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Introducing the New Association President–COL (R) G. Brent Cummings

Colonel (Ret) G. Brent Cummings is a native of Starkville, Mississippi, although he was raised just 

outside New York City in New Jersey. He was commissioned in the Infantry in 1991 and holds a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Education from Norwich University in Northfield, Vermont and a master of 

science from Troy State University. His military education includes the Infantry Officer Basic Course, 

Infantry Officer Advanced Course, Combined Arms and Services Staff School, the Command and 

General Staff College, and the U.S. Army War College as a Fellow at The Fletcher School of Law and 

Diplomacy, Tufts University. As a Colonel, Brent served as the Professor of Military Science at the 

University of North Georgia in Dahlonega, Georgia, and he finished his career as the Training 

Director for the United States Security Coordinator in Jerusalem, Israel - an assignment where he 

completed three tours. His prior assignments include service as the battalion commander for the 1-

507th PIR at Fort Benning, GA, the U.S. Army Airborne School, where he led the doctrinal 

development and supervision for all DoD parachute, Jumpmaster and Pathfinder operations. Prior to 

command he served as the deputy commander to the 199th Infantry Brigade, also on Fort Benning. 

Brent served two tours at Fort Riley, Kansas. His first assignment was as a mechanized platoon 

leader and later executive officer in 2-16 Infantry, and he returned to Fort Riley as a field grade officer 

in the 2-16 Infantry as part of the 4th Brigade Combat Team in which he deployed in support of the 

Baghdad Security Plan (“the surge”). Other key assignments have been as an Observer/Controller 

for the Light Infantry Team, the “Tarantulas”, at the National Training Center where he was selected 

as a “project warrior” bringing him to the Infantry School at Fort Benning as a small group instructor, 

during this assignment he deployed in support of Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. He also had the 

pleasure to serve in the northern frontier of Alaska as a Company Commander at Fort Richardson as 

part of the 1-501st PIR. His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal (2 OLC), Meritorious Service Medal (3 OLC), Army Commendation Medal (1 

OLC), Army Achievement Medal (6OLC), Combat Infantryman Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, 

Ranger Tab, Air Assault Badge, and Master Parachutist Badge. He holds the Australian, Canadian, 

Chilean and French Parachutist badges. Brent retired from the Army after twenty-eight years of 

service and joined the Georgia International Law Enforcement Exchange (GILEE) at Georgia State 

University as its Associate Director. Brent now serves as the GILEE’s Director providing senior law 

enforcement leaders professional development using a peer-to-peer model to exchange best 

practices. Brent is married to the former Laura Sargent and they have two adult daughters and live in 

Alpharetta, Georgia.
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Chief Master Sergeant (R) David E. Milsten 

Chief Master Sergeant David E. Milsten (Ret) was born on 1 October 1939 in Wadena Minnesota. He graduated from high 
school in Roseburg Oregon in 1957. During his school years in Oregon, he became very involved in outdoor activities which 
included hiking, camping, hunting and fishing. He was also active in the Civil Air Patrol. He joined the Air Force in August 
1957 and while at basic training volunteered for survival instructor training. Following completion of the 6-month Survival 
Instructor School at Stead AFB Nevada he taught wilderness survival for 3 years. He was then trained as an 
instructor/interrogator at the Survival School Prisoner of Was Resistance Laboratory. While stationed at Stead he became 
qualified as a sport parachutist and helped organize and then supervised a base sponsored skydiving club. Chief Milsten 
volunteered for pararescue duty in August 1962. He completed pararescue training in February 1963 and was assigned to 
the 79th Air Rescue Squadron, Anderson AFB Guam. During his 18-month assignment on Guam, he was a member of the 
Mercury Spacecraft Recovery Team and was upgraded to pararescue jumpmaster and flight instructor. He was then 
assigned to Detachment 15, 43rd Air Rescue Squadron at Patrick AFB Florida and was qualified as a pararescue team leader 
on the launch site recovery team for the Gemini Spacecraft Program. Chief Milsten volunteered for combat rescue duty in 
Southeast Asia in August 1965 and was assigned as NCOIC of a five-man pararescue team at Detachment 6, 37th Air Rescue 
Squadron, Bien Hoa Air Base, RVN. During his tour in Vietnam, he flew over 300 combat rescue sorties and was directly 
involved with the rescue of more than 100 downed aircrew members and battle casualties. After this tour he was selected 
by Air Rescue Service Headquarters to become one of the initial six instructors at the Coast Guard National Search and 
Rescue School, US Coast Guard Base, Governor’s Island New York. He was assigned to this prestigious international school 
from July 1966 to July 1969. Chief Milsten was then assigned as Pararescue NCOIC at 31st Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron at Clark Air Force Base, Republic of the Philippines, where he supervised a 20-man pararescue team. Following 
assignments included 40th ARRS at Richards-Gebaur AFB MO, 38th ARRS at Osan AB Korea, 67th ARRS at RAF Woodbridge 
UK, 39th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing at Eglin AFB FL as supervisor of wing pararescue operations and his final 
assignment as Chief of USAF Pararescue at Scott AFB IL. Following his retirement in 1986, Chief Milsten attended the 
University of West Florida and received a BA in Education, graduating Magna Cum Laud with a 3.89 GPA. His current 
occupation is clam farming, and he owns a seafood company, Pelican Reef Clams, Inc. He spends several enjoyable days a 
week working on his clam farm in the Gulf of Mexico near Cedar Key FL. He holds a commercial pilot’s license, a glider 
pilot’s license, and a Class D Sport Parachutist rating. His military decorations include two Meritorious Service Medals, 
eleven Air Medals, two Air Force Commendation Medals, the USCG Achievement Medal, and the Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross. Both of Dave’s sons served in the Army. Bill was airborne qualified and served as a Korean linguist, Dan was 
a Blackhawk helicopter pilot and served three combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan. His daughter Kari is married to a Navy 
pilot and they have two daughters, Alex and Charlie. In Vietnam, the primary mission of our helicopter unit was the rescue 
of downed aircrew members. Detachment 6 had 3 HH43 Kaman Husky helicopters which were equipped with a 210 foot 
rescue hoist, a jungle penetrator rescue seat, and a wire basket stokes litter rigged with cables for hoist recovery. Because 
of this hoisting capability and the HH43’s ability to hover in one position for extended periods, we were routinely 
requested by the Army to make hoist recovery of critically wounded casualties who could not be recovered by the non-
hoist equipped Army Dustoff helicopters. Most of these missions were with the 1st Infantry Division and the 173rd 
Airborne Division and involved the hoist recovery of one or two casualties following brief encounters with enemy units. On 
11 April 1966 at 1507 hours, Detachment 6 was notified by the Joint Search and Rescue Center in Saigon that 6 or more 
Army casualties were located 33 miles SE of Bien Hoa and would require extraction by rescue hoist. Pedro 97 and Pedro 73 
were airborne at 1512 hours enroute to the Army unit's location. The unit was the 134-man Charlie Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division. Dave’s crew and the other helicopter's 4 crew members didn't 
know we were headed into what would later be called one of the bloodiest battles of the Vietnam war, the Battle of Xa 
Cam My. According to Charlie Company survivor, Machine Gunner Phil Hall, Charlie Company was part of a large Search and 
Destroy mission named Operation Abilene. “We were looking for the base camp of a V.C. front line unit, the 0800 Battalion. 
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These were well equipped, well trained, professional soldiers. At midday, the lead platoon made contact and the company 
stopped in place to assess the situation. We had walked into what is called a Kill sack. They were set up and waiting for us, 
in the trees, in ground holes, and on the ground. They adjusted to where we had entered the area and closed in with ever 
increasing fire. We were in trouble. Artillery was called for, the first three rounds hitting us. With mounting casualties and 
the V.C. closing the door we came in by we weren't going anywhere. The V.C. brought up their heavy machine guns, .51 
cals, and walked mortars across our position. At the time the Army dust off Choppers weren't equipped with winches to 
hoist our wounded so the Air Force’s Para rescue unit based at Bien Hoa Air Base got the call to come to our aid. A small 
hole was blown in the thick jungle with C4 to enable them to lower a litter to lift out our wounded. 2 Air Force Huskies 
maneuvered over the hole lifting out some wounded". Our helicopters vectored into Charlie Company’s area which was 
marked by smoke from the area where the casualties were located. The company had formed a defensive circle with the 
casualties moved to the center of their position. The area was dense jungle with trees approximately 150 feet high. There 
was a small open area in the 150-foot trees down to the 100-foot level. Below the 100-foot level canopy there was dense 
brush to approximately 30 feet. There was a hole in the 30-foot canopy just large enough for the Stokes liter. It was 
necessary for the pilot to hover with the right rotor blade within 3 to 5 feet of a tree to lower the litter through the hole. 
Arriving in the area at 1535 hours, Pedro 97 immediately started the first litter pickup which was completed at 1545 hours. I 
recommended to my pilot, Capt. Backman, that he move us up and out of the hole, which would allow the hoist operator 
and me to transfer our patient from the Stokes to our folding litter and re-rig the Stokes for another hoist recovery and 
allow Pedro 73 to go in. Pedro 73 dropped down into the hole for their first pickup. They had a difficult hoist operation 
because the Army personnel helping to evacuate the wounded had placed the next casualty into the stokes litter without 
first removing him from a temporary poncho litter with 10-foot poles. The litter became entangled in the trees on the way 
up and the unsecured casualty almost fell out of the litter. They finally got the litter up to the door but couldn't bring it 
inside due to the long poles. They climbed out of the hole and flew away with the litter hanging mostly outside the 
helicopter. We knew it took Pedro 73 a longer time to make their pickup but were not aware of what their problems were. 
We dropped back down in the hole and made our second hoist recovery without experiencing any problems. We followed 
Pedro 73 back to Bihn Ba, an artillery base about 8 miles from the pickup point to drop off our casualties for transfer to 
Army helicopters. My crew had to refuel, and Pedro 73 returned to make more recoveries. At this time Pedro 73 hoisted 
their pararescueman, A1C William Pitsenbarger, to the ground to assist in loading patients and administer first aid. They 
departed with one casualty since they could only make one recovery at a time without the pararescueman on board to 
assist. As Pedro 73 departed the pickup point with their litter patient, Pedro 97 moved in and A1C Pitsenbarger sent up a 
Stokes litter casualty and two more on a forest penetrator seat. Upon arriving at Binh Ba, Pedro 73 dropped off their 
patients and refueled. Pedro 97 deposited the patients and while enroute back to the pickup point was notified that the 
pickup point was under heavy small arms fire and a mortar attack. The mortar attack was neutralized, and Pedro 97 arrived 
at the pickup point and extracted two litter patients. With A1C Pitsenbarger on the ground, the recovery operation was 
running a lot smoother. As Pedro 97 departed the pickup point, Pedro 73 arrived and proceeded to lower their litter for 
another pickup. When the litter was approximately 10 feet from the ground, Pedro 73 was hit by a burst of automatic small 
arms fire from the ground. They were hit by a burst of fire from the left rear and from approximately a 30-degree angle 
from vertical. They were losing power and started a slow, rotating descent toward the pickup point. A round struck their 
fuel control valve which jammed the throttle in the full open max power position. Capt. Salem was able to climb out of the 
hole by holding full right rudder but the Stokes litter became entangled in the trees. He cut the hoist cable and was able to 
make it back to Binh Ba where they had to make a full power running landing since they had no throttle control. When 
Dave’s crew in Pedro 97 heard the call of receiving ground fire from Pedro 73, we landed at Bihn Ba, unloaded our two litter 
patients and returned to escort Pedro 73. Once they were safe on the ground, we returned to Charlie Company's position 
where there were 7 more known casualties and Pedro 73s pararescueman. We were told to orbit west of the pickup point 
at altitude because the ground forces were in heavy contact with the enemy, who were too close for air support. Very 
shortly afterward, artillery was called in and the pickup point was completely encircled by artillery fire. We remained in the 
area until it became dark and were advised by the ground FAC that the situation was such that no more extractions could 
be made, and we should return to home station. A1C Pitsenbarger, the pararescueman from Pedro 73, remained on the 
ground with Charlie Company. Pedro 97, with a new crew, returned to Charlie Company's position in the morning. They had 
to orbit the area until an air strike was complete and Charlie Company was able to blast a larger clearing. An Army CH47 
attempted to land but was only able to hover so they offloaded some personnel with chain saws. Pedro 97 went in next 
and was able to land. They loaded 3 severely wounded but had to leave their pararescueman, A1C Harry O’Beirne, on the 
ground. The Army cleared more brush and trees from the landing zone which gave Pedro 97 more room for subsequent 
landings. They offloaded water and stretchers and picked up 3 more wounded. At this time, they were notified that A1C 
Pitsenbarger had been fatally wounded when the unit was overrun. The area had been cleared enough for Army helicopters 
to land, so Pedro 97 dropped off their patients and returned once more to drop off more water and pick up two more 
patients and their pararescueman before returning to Bien Hoa.

Chief Master Sergeant (R) David E. Milsten, cont’d 
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C Company, 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry at Courtney Plantation

The 2nd Brigade’s mission was to conduct S&D operations in AO NEBRASKA, the northern half of the division’s mission area. On 30 
March, the 2nd Battalion was airlifted into LZ NORMAN, ten kilometers west of Xã Cam My, where, as the brigade reserve, it performed 
security for the 2nd Brigade CP and the 1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery. The two battalions of the 18th Infantry conducted S&D sweeps 
to the south over the next several days. On 2 April, the 2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry, assumed the reserve mission, and the 2nd Rangers 
were airlifted into the new 2nd Brigade AO located ten kilometers northwest of Xuyên Môc. From 3 to 6 April, the 2nd Battalion 
conducted sweep operations in that area. The first day, the battalion found and destroyed a base camp consisting of fifteen barracks. 
The following day, it captured and destroyed 350 tons of rice and ammunition. On 7 and 8 April, the Rangers moved to the Binh Ba area 
and conducted a village seal in coordination with ARVN troops and then moved to a battalion consolidated night defensive position 
(NDP). Up through 8 April, intelligence information from the division G2 indicated that, “local force units presently operating in the area 
were scattered and disorganized with little capability to mount effective operations.” Indeed, the G2 had information that the two VC 
main force regiments that the Big Red One was looking for were not even in the province. However, there were also indications that one 
unit, the D800 Battalion, a unit subordinate to the 94th “Dong Nai” Regiment of the 5th PLAF Division was still somewhere in the AO. On 
8 April, the 2nd Battalion received orders for another mission. The plan was for the battalion to move northwest toward Xa Cam My and 
Highway 2.in separate, but mutually supporting columns. If one company ran into the VC unit, it could fix it in place while another 
company to its right or left would move to that location and pile on. The companies would be about two kilometers apart so that they 
could arrive at the place of contact fairly quickly. What was not known at the time was how thick the jungle was in some regions of the 
AO. The battalion started movement on 9 April and each night established a new NDP each night. Contact with enemy forces was 
sporadic and very light until 11 April when C Company encountered the D800 Battalion. The VC battalion was still occupying its base 
camp which indicated that C Company may have caught them by surprise. Once C Company was decisively engaged, B Company was 
ordered north to pile on but discovered that they could not get there in a timely fashion due to the heavy foliage and the falling 
darkness of night (see next map for a description of C Company’s actions at the Battle of Xã Cam My). After a very sharp battle in which 
both sides suffered heavy casualties, the battalion continued the pursuit of the D800 Battalion until 13 April when A and B Companies 
reached Highway 2 and ABILENE was concluded. Within a month, any mention of the D800 Battalion disappeared from Viet Cong and 
NVA communications. 
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Did You Know?  US Army Corps of Engineers

Most Americans don’t know about the valuable contributions of the Corps of Engineers to the building of the United States. 
The history of United States Army Corps of Engineers can be traced back to June 16, 1775, when the Continental Congress 
organized an army with a chief engineer and two assistants, however, it was not until 1779 that Congress created a 
separate Corps of Engineers. At the end of the Revolutionary War, the engineers mustered out of service. In 1794, Congress 
organized a Corps of Artillerists and Engineers, but it was not until 1802 that it permanently reestablished a separate Corps 
of Engineers. At the same time, Congress the US military academy at West Point. Until 1866, the superintendent of the 
academy was always an engineer officer. During the first half of the 19th century, West Point was the major and for a while, 
the only engineering school in the country. From the beginning, many politicians wanted the Corps to contribute to both 
military construction and works "of a civil nature." Throughout the 19th century, the Corps supervised the construction of 
coastal fortifications and mapped much of the American West with the Corps of Topographical Engineers, which enjoyed a 
separate existence for 25 years (1838-1863). The Corps of Engineers also constructed lighthouses, helped develop jetties 
and piers for harbors, and carefully mapped the navigation channels. Once reestablished, the Corps of Engineers began 
constructing and repairing fortifications, first in Norfolk and then in New Orleans. The chief engineer, Colonel Jonathan 
Williams, substantially expanded the system of fortifications protecting New York Harbor. The works, which Williams and 
his successor Joseph Swift erected around that harbor including the 11-pointed fort that now serves as the base of the 
Statute of Liberty. Responding to the success of its fortifications during the War of 1812, the United States soon developed 
an expanded system of modern, casemated, masonry fortifications to provide the first line of land defense against the 
threat of attack from European powers. The fortifications, which the Army engineers built on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, 
and after 1848 on the Pacific coast, securely defended the nation until the second half of the 19th century when the 
development of rifled artillery ended the earlier impregnability of the massive structures. Although its work on 
fortifications was important, perhaps the greatest legacy the early Corps of Engineers bestowed to future generations was 
its work on canals, rivers, and roads. America was a young nation, and rivers were its paths of commerce. Much of the work 
was done by the topographical engineers. As surveyors, explorers, cartographers, and construction managers, the 
topographical engineers helped open the nation's interior to commercial development and settlement. Throughout the 
19th century, engineer officers were involved in the construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation of canals and river 
navigation features. The Corps' canal-building efforts continued in the 20th century. Today, the Corps retains responsibility 
for the entire intracoastal waterways. In the 19th century the Corps of Engineers also constructed roads. The most famous 
project was the Cumberland or National Road that was constructed between 1811 and 1841. The road extended from 
Cumberland, Maryland, across the Appalachian ridges of western Pennsylvania to Wheeling and then across the 
midsections of Ohio and Indiana to Vandalia, Illinois. Engineer officers also superintended railroad work after 1824. They 
surveyed railroad routes and, once construction commenced, the War Department loaned engineers to various railroad 
companies. In the 1850s', westward expansion generated interest in a rail link from the Mississippi to the Pacific coast, and 
topographical engineer officers surveyed and evaluated four alternative routes for the road, gathering a great deal of 
scientific information at the same time. The Corps of Engineers sponsored two more surveys after the Civil War in an effort 
to gather knowledge about the American West. In 1917, as the United States prepared to enter World War I, the Corps 
could look back with satisfaction. The versatility, dedication, and intelligence of engineer officers were truly impressive. For 
instance, Chief of Engineers Henry M. Robert, who is best known as the author of Robert's Rules of Order, oversaw the 
planning of the Galveston Seawall, a major engineering project. As an engineer officer, Hiram M. Chittenden supervised the 
construction of roads, bridges, and aqueducts in Yellowstone National Park. Finally, George W. Goethals’ canal work at 
Davis Island and Muscle Shoals gave him the engineering skills to successfully finish the Panama Canal. Though the Panama 
Canal was built by the Panama Canal Commission, not by the Corps of Engineers, through the efforts of engineer officers 
such as Goethals, who were detailed to the commission, some of the most difficult construction obstacles were overcome. 
The canal was opened in August 1914. And these are just a few tidbits of the contributions of the Corps of Engineers to the 
building and expansion of America.
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Reunion

The Society of the 1st Infantry Division ceremony  at the monument 

of the 1st Infantry Division in Washington DC, is tentatively planned 

for Sunday, 26 May 2024. The Association Governing Board urges 

maximum participation by 16th Infantry members to be a part of this 

historic occasion. The monument was originally dedicated on 4 

October (Fleville Day) 1923 by President Calvin Coolidge and Maj. 

Gen. Charles P. Summerall, along with the men of the 16th and 18th 

Infantry Regiments. At the time, it included the names of all the 

5,516 men killed in action with the division during World War I. Since 

then, 7,431 names have been added to the monument for a total of 

12,947. Another 661 names for the Global War on Terrorism will be 

added and dedicated at the ceremony on 26 May 2024. The project 

costs an estimated $400,000 of which over $300,000 has been raised. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please go to the  Society 

of the 1st Infantry Division website at: 

https://www.1stid.org/memorials, go to “Donation Opportunities,” 

click on “First Division Monument Fund,” and follow the 

instructions. It must be emphasized that 26 May is a tentative date. 

The Association will follow-up with additional details as they are 

made available This should be a maximum participation ceremony 

for our regiment. 

1st Infantry Division Monument Re-Dedication, 26 May 2024 (Tentative)

Pvt. Marc C. Dauber, Distinguished Service Cross

Private Marc C. Dauber was born in Germany in 1922. He and his parents emigrated to the United States sometime before World War II. As 
the family was Jewish, they felt compelled to leave at some point after Adolph Hitler took control of the Germany. He was a senior at 
Brooklyn College in Brooklyn, New York, when he enlisted in the US Army after Pearl Harbor. Initially assigned to an engineer camouflage 
unit, he became dissatisfied in that environment, and so stowed away on an assault landing craft for D-Day. He eventually latched on to L 
Company, 16th Infantry, then commanded by 1st Lt. Robert R. Cutler. Cutler was so impressed by the private’s willingness to serve as an 
infantryman, he requested Dauber’s transfer to the company which was granted (and all AWOL charges were apparently dropped).  
Cutler’s confidence in Dauber was well-placed as the new infantryman performed superbly in combat all the way up to his death in the 
fighting in Hamich, Germany, in November 1944. His Distinguished Service Cross reads:

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, takes pride in presenting the Distinguished 
Service Cross (Posthumously) to Private Marc C. Dauber (ASN: 32694428), United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection 
with military operations against an armed enemy while serving with Company L, 3d Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division, in action against enemy forces in Germany, on 18 November 1944. During action near Hamich, Germany, Private Dauber assumed 
command of his platoon when the platoon and squad leaders became casualties. He led a group of men into the town, silenced a German 
machine gun with a grenade, courageously advanced alone on a second machine gun nest and eliminated that position with rifle fire. He 
continued to lead his men until nightfall when the enemy counterattacked and surrounded his platoon. Although seriously wounded he 
defended his position with heroic determination against overwhelming odds until he was killed. Private Dauber's inspirational leadership 
and supreme devotion to duty at the cost of his life, exemplify the highest traditions of the military forces of the United States and reflect 
great credit upon himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United States Army. 

Dauber was buried at Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery in Henri-Chapelle, Belgium. 

https://www.1stid.org/memorials
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Association Membership Drive

FOR THE 
16th INFANTRY

16th Infantry

Association

RANGERS!
We need you to recruit your buddies for membership in our great 

Association. Little by little, our membership dwindles as Father Time 

musters our older members into service in the Heavenly Host and the 

Coronavirus lockdown takes its toll on social veterans organizations 

like ours. As you know our Association engages in a lot of worthy 

projects to help our members and the soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 

but we can’t continue those projects without new members to 

replenish our thinning ranks. Therefore, the Dagwood Dispatches 

and the Board of Governors calls on all of you to commit to bringing

in at least one new member (a lapsed old member counts too!) between now and the end of 2021. The Board 

has authorized the Semper Paratus award for this purpose. One new member will earn you the Bronze award. 

Three new members will earn the silver award. Five new members will earn the gold. Each new Life Member 

will of course receive the Life Member pin. One new member from each of us will double our membership in 

one year or less. Please pitch in and help continue the good work your Associations does for others!

No Sacrifice Too Great by COL (R) Gregory Fontenot

The U.S. 1st Infantry Division (1st ID), familiarly known as the Big 

Red One, adapted to dynamic battlefield conditions throughout 

the course of its deployment during World War II by innovating 

and altering behavior, including tactics, techniques, and 

procedures. Both the Division’s leaders and soldiers accom-

plished this by thinking critically about their experiences in 

combat and wasting little time in putting lessons learned to good 

use. Simply put, they learned on the job—in battle and after bat-

tle—and did so quickly.

In telling the Division’s WWII story, which includes an extensive 

photographic essay featuring many previously unpublished im-

ages, Gregory Fontenot includes the stories of individual mem-

bers of the Big Red One, from high-ranking officers to enlisted 

men fresh off the streets of Brooklyn, both during and after the 

conflict. Colonel Fontenot’s rare ability to combine expert anal-

ysis with compelling narrative history makes No Sacrifice Too 

Great an absorbing read for anyone interested in the military his-

tory of the United States.

No Mission Too Difficult No Sacrifice Too Great

Duty First!
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________

Dagwood Dispatches 15 January 2024

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year 

payable  on  1 January of each  year. The  dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a  new member joins the 

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they  join  prior  to  1  

September,  they  are  credited  with  the  current  year’s  dues  only. We  established  this practice because we do not 

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual 

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on 

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries

1734 Ellenwood Drive

Roswell, GA 30075 

(770) 993-8312 

robert_humphries@att.net 

 

1st Infantry Division Monument Donations

mailto:robert_humphries@att.net
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