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The Board’s focus this coming year is to improve our communication to the Association and to improve 16th 
Regiment Veterans participation.  If you are reading this message, great! That means we have you in the “system”, 
but we are finding too many of our emails/phone numbers don’t work. Please reach out to your battle buddies to see 
if they are getting notifications from us and help us improve our database. See you in Washington DC and 
Albuquerque soon!

Semper Paratus!  Always Ready!

G. Brent Cummings
President
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Association Staff

For membership card issues, please contact Phil Hall at (920) 699-2862 or pjatlarge@yahoo.com The membership fee for all Regular members of the Association is $25.00 per year, due on 1 January.

The Dagwood  Dispatches is the newsletter of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association. It is 

printed quarterly on the first day of January, April, July, and October. Articles regarding 

members, activities, and history of the Association and our Regiment are solicited for 

publication. Please send all articles to the Editor, Steve Clay, via mail or e-mail at the 

addresses above at least 30 days before the scheduled date of printing.
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Fellow Rangers:

Thank you to the many that have welcomed me as the new interim President of our 

Association. The plan is to finalize the Board at the 1st Infantry Division reunion this summer 

in Albuquerque, NM. Come join us at the reunion! It is worth your time and resources to 

reconnect with old friends.  

Great news: The 1st Infantry Division Memorial in Washington DC improvements have been 

approved and the rededication ceremony will be on 26 May 2024. The names of our fallen 

GWOT 16th Regiment members will be added to the monument and the Board recently 

approved a donation $1600 supporting the costs of the upgrades.  Please consider making a 

small personal donation on the Society of the 1st Infantry Division webpage.   
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As many of you know, the Society holds a wreath laying ceremony at the 1st Infantry Division Monument 

next to the White House in Washington, D.C. every Memorial Day. This year, the society plans to re-dedicate 

the monument after work has been completed to add 631 names of Soldiers killed in Operations Enduring 

Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. Memorial Day is a special time to be in the Nation’s Capital. If you’ve never 

made the trip please consider doing so this year to support the re-dedication.

Looking ahead, preparations are already underway for our next 1st Infantry Reunion in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico, scheduled for the first week in August. My primary focus this year is to encourage greater 

attendance from our Global War on Terrorism veterans. Whether you served in recent conflicts or in years 

past, I extend a heartfelt invitation to each and every one of you to join us for what promises to be a 

memorable and enriching gathering.

“No Mission Too Difficult. No Sacrifice Too Great. Duty First!”

Semper Paratus!

 

Roger A. Crombie

Colonel, USA (Retired)

8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,

Greetings to you and your families! The temperatures are heating up 

and so are annual activities of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division 

and the 16th Infantry Regiment Association and Honorary programs. 

I am pleased to share with you some exciting updates regarding our 

upcoming events and recognitions. Recently, I forwarded four 

commendable recommendations for Distinguished Members of the 

Regiment and two nominations for Honorary Members to the 1st 

Battalion Cdr. With the endorsement of LTC Bandi, these nominations 

are currently awaiting approval from the Chief of Infantry. Rest 

assured, I have every confidence that all six will be approved, and I 

will keep you informed of the induction ceremonies once 

arrangements have been finalized. Roger A. Crombie

From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Change of Command, 25 July 2024
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It’s hard to believe, but LTC Matt Bandi and CSM Joshua Perkins have been in charge of 

the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry for 21 months already. They have done an outstanding 

job at maintaining and or increasing the readiness of the Iron Rangers to go anywhere 

and fight anyone as required for the defense of this nation. The battalion change of 

command is currently slated for 25 July 2024 at Fort Riley, Kansas. The details of the 

ceremony will be published in the Dagwood Dispatches in the upcoming June issue for 

those who wish to attend. This is another of those high priority efforts to get members 

out to support the Soldiers and leaders of our only active battalion. If we get enough 

attendees, the Association will make the effort to set up a Command Post at the 

Courtyard by Marriot Hotel in Junction. Please make plans to come out an bid farewell 

to LTC Bandi and CSM Perkins, and to extend a hearty Ranger welcome to the new 

command team.  



as we are leading this important training event for the Division. Having been in this job for a while 

now, I am happy to see those that were candidates last year taking leadership roles this year. The 

Army is in good hands.

Finally, I’d like to recognize 1LT Harrison Manlove (Bandido Charlie), SSG Finnefrock (Rhino), and 

the Light Track Mechanics from Immortal Company. They were able to get the HQ6 halftrack from 

the Cavalry Museum back to the Iron Ranger Headquarters, where it is now displayed once again. 

The First Infantry Division is calling 2024 the Year of Victory, to recognize the history of this 

Division. I can think of no more appropriate way to celebrate the Year of Victory than with a tangible 

reminder of the Iron Ranger’s contributions during the liberation of Europe, and the Iron Rangers 

that came before us.

Semper Paratus!

LTC Matthew W. Bandi

Iron Ranger 6

Commander

1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment

From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6
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The “Iron Ranger,” historic halftrack 

from the 1-16’s time in Germany, is 

restored and now on display at the  

1-16 IN Headquarters.

An M1A2 Abrams Tank participates 
in tank qualification tables, January 

2024 at the MPRC.

A/1-16 IN prepares for Bradley 
gunnery tables at Fort Riley, 

January 2024.

LTC Matt Bandi

Fellow Rangers: 

Spring has sprung at Fort Riley, and the Iron Rangers are happy to see 

some warmer weather! We started the new year with Gunnery and Platoon 

Training in the middle of a pretty severe cold snap. The Iron Rangers 

trained through it and did so maintaining very high standards. It was good 

to see new leaders learning, making tough decisions, and getting better, 

and the Battalion is a much more lethal and cohesive unit because of that.

CSM Perkins and the Iron Ranger NCOs are finishing up preparation for 

the 1st Infantry Division E3B (Expert Badge) event. This will involve a 

large number of Iron Ranger NCOs and Soldiers from now into mid-May, 



TAPS
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Association E-Mails

As you may know, our Association uses a mass e-mail 

system to communicate information to our members of 

a more urgent or timely nature and that can’t wait for 

the Dagwood Dispatches. Right now only about 65 

percent of our members have provided us an e-mail 

address with which to communicate with them on these 

messages. If you wish to receive these notices please 

provide your e-mail address  to

steven.clay@16thinfassn.org  

Note: sbcglobal, att.net., and americtech addresses 

block these e-mails and will not work.

Actions Taken By Your Association

Jan-March 2024

The Association will be hosting a command post 

for the 2024 1st Infantry Division Officer’s Dinner 

in Junction City on April 26. 

The governing board is making plans for a major 

turn out of Association members for the re-

dedication of the 1st Infantry Division memorial 

in Washington, DC on 26 May 2024. The 

signature event will be the unveiling of the 600 

plus names of division soldiers KIA during the 

Global War on Terror. The dedication will be 

sponsored by the Society of the 1st Infantry 

Division and we (the Association) want to plan 

for maximum turn out of 16th Infantry soldiers.

Steve Clay is planning to travel to Bridport, 

England in June to conduct a two presentations 

to the Bridport Historical Society. The first 

presentation will cover the experiences of 16th 

Infantry soldiers will the citizens of Dorset 

County between November 1943 and May 1944. 

The second will cover the actions of the regiment 

on D-Day, 6 June 1944. 

 

LTC (R) Edmund “Mick” Daley

Bob Graves

Nantucket, MA

October 21, 2022

A/2-16 IN VN

Don Warner

Lexington, SC

February 24, 2022

A/2-16 IN VN

John Swisher

Geneva, IL

July 22, 2021

F/16th IN CW

James M. Holden

Chattanooga, TN

October 10, 2023

C/2-16 IN VN

Floyd Keeney 

Cedar Grove, WV

June 30, 2023

16th IN WWII

John A. Burke

Lilitz, PA

May 6, 2023

2-16 IN VN

The “Iron Ranger”

The “Iron Ranger,” is a WWII-era M3 Halftrack that served 
as the 1st Battalion’s mascot at Sheridan Kaserne at 
Böblingen, Germany, 1970-1994. The vehicle had 
apparently fallen into the hands of the 1st Battalion when 
it was reflagged from the 21st Infantry in 1970 after 
Vietnam. It was the WWII version of a Bradley Fighting 
Vehicle. The “Iron Ranger” was an icon of the 16th 
Infantry in many battalion and brigade ceremonies and 
parades.  Typically, the 1st ID(F) commander used the 
halftrack for trooping the line in parades and reviews.  The 
battalion would also trot out the “Iron Ranger” for 
parades and ceremonies involving the local population of 
Böblingen and at the annual “Panzer Bowl” football game. 
When the 1st ID came home in 1999, the “Iron Ranger” 
was brought to Fort Riley. It has recently undergone 
restoration and is now on display at the battalion 
headquarters on Custer Hill. 

mailto:steven.clay@16thinfassn.org
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COL Andrew J. Kiser

COL Kiser was commissioned in May 1998 at Valley 

Forge Military College and subsequently graduated 

from Pennsylvania State University in 1999. He is a 

graduate of the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced 

Courses, Command and General Staff College, the 

School of Advanced Military Studies, and the Army 

War College. COL Kiser’s most recent assignment is 

as the Executive Officer for the Commanding 

General of Forces Command at Fort Bragg, NC. Past 

Assignments include Cdr, D Company, 1-19 Infantry 

at Fort Benning, GA, Cdr, D Company, 2-7 Cavalry at 

Fort Bliss, TX; and Observer Controller at the 

National Training Center, Fort Irwin, CA After 

serving as the planner for 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry 

Division at Fort Riley, Andy was selected to become 

the Battalion S-3 for 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry 

2012-2013. This timeframe was a challenging period 

of transition for the Iron Rangers as they returned 

from Afghanistan providing support to Village 

Stability Operations. Kiser developed and executed 

a two-year plan to convert the battalion to a 

Combined Arms Team. He led the new equipment 

fielding efforts for new M2A3 Bradley Fighting 

Vehicles, and M1A2SEP Abrams Tanks from 

individual training to company live fires. His 

performance and service resulted in his selection to 

serve as the Brigade S-3 and XO. COL Kiser’s 

subsequent assignments included: Dep J5, USFOR-

A, Afghanistan; Dep Cdr, 3rd BCT, 1st AD, Ft Bliss, 

Texas; Cdr, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry where he led 

the battalion in the operations to liberate Mosul, Iraq 

from ISIS; Cdr of 1st Battalion, 3rd SFAB and Cdr, 

TAAC-East in Afghanistan; and Cdr of the 2nd 

Stryker BCT, 4th Infantry Division COL Kiser’s 

operational deployments include three tours to 

Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring 

Freedom and Freedom Sentinel, and three tours to 

Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, New 

Dawn, and Inherent Resolve. 

T/Sgt Raymond F. Strojny

T/Sgt Raymond F. Strojny was born 30 September 

1918 in Taunton, MA, the eldest of four siblings. 

When World War II began he joined the US Army and 

was assigned to F Company 16th Infantry. On D-day, 

F Company was landed in the surf right in the teeth 

of Wiederstandnest-61 (Resistance Nest-61) just 

east of Colleville Draw. Most of the officers were 

quickly killed or wounded on or near the beach, so 

Strojny took it upon himself to gather a number of 

men and start the process of clearing the resistance 

nest. His Distinguished Service Cross citation tells 

(a small part of) the story: Awarded to Staff Sergeant 

Raymond F. Strojny, United States Army, for 

extraordinary heroism in connection with military 

operations against an armed enemy while serving 

with Company F, 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry 

Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, in action against 

enemy forces on 6 June 1944, in France. When his 

company was pinned down by the heavy and 

intense enemy fire, Staff Sergeant Strojny, with 

complete disregard for his own safety, picked up a 

bazooka from a wounded soldier who had been 

pierced by shrapnel. He then crossed the fire-swept 

beach and took up a position in a minefield within 

250 yards of an enemy machine gun pillbox. He put 

the pillbox under his fire until his ammunition was 

exhausted. Braving the small arms fire that was 

being directed at him, he moved back across the 

beach to find more ammunition. Securing the 

ammunition, he again took up the same position and 

fired until he knocked out the pillbox. Staff Sergeant 

Strojny's intrepid actions, personal bravery and 

zealous devotion to duty exemplify the highest 

traditions of the military forces of the United States 

and reflect great credit upon him, the 1st Infantry 

Division, and the United States Army. Strojny died 

peacefully in his sleep 31 May 2008. He passed from 

this earth totally dedicated to God and his Country.

Ranger Profile

1F
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The Governing Board has received permission from the 1st Infantry Division Foundation for Association members to begin 
sending in donations to the Colonel Gerald K. Griffin Scholarship effective immediately. The good news is that if our Association 
can send in at least $4000 a year, the scholarship will be able to provide the child or grandchild of a 16th Infantry soldier (current, 
retired, or veteran in good standing) one $15,000 scholarship paid out over a four-year period for each year, beginning this year 
(2024). The process for applying for the scholarship generally mirrors that of the Foundation’s process, but who receives the 
scholarship will be determined by a committee of at least three active Association members selected by the Governing Board at 
the same time as the 1st Infantry Division Scholarship recipients are determined at the annual reunion. As the Association’s 
money builds up at some time in the future, more Griffin scholarships will be made available as funding permits. Parameters for 
selection will be provided to the Association members in the April 2024 Dagwood. Please make your checks out to “1st Infantry 
Division Foundation” and write “Col. Griffin Scholarship” in the memo line. Send all send donations to:

1st Infantry Division Foundation
ATTN: Colonel Gerald K. Griffin, Jr. Scholarship
PO Box 607
Ambler, PA  19002

Also, please consider leaving a legacy from your estate to help the funds build up faster. 

Colonel Gerald K. Griffin Scholarship

On 15 August 1907, the men of the 16th boarded the US Army 
Transport Sherman in Manila Harbor for the month-long journey 
that took them to Nagasaki, Japan, then back to the United 
States.  Disembarking at the Presidio of San Francisco on 16 
September, the regiment, less the 1st Battalion, boarded trains 
the following day enroute to Fort Crook, Nebraska.  The 15 
officers and 186 enlisted men of the 1st Battalion concurrently 
boarded a train bound for Fort Logan H. Roots, Arkansas, to take 
permanent station there under the command of Maj. James K. 
Thompson.  By 24 September, all elements had arrived at their 
new posts. The 1st Battalion’s tour of duty at Fort Roots was 

largely uneventful. Most of the soldiers’ time was spent 
conducting drills, attending schools, and athletics. During the 
summers the regiment was engaged in training the 2nd 
Arkansas Infantry, conducting road marches, and range firing. 
The fall had the added excitement of losing football games to 
the Louisiana Industrial Institute (now Louisiana Tech University) 
and the annual department inspection. The battalion, along with 
the rest of the regiment was transferred to Alaska in June 1910.

Fort Logan H. Roots, Arkansas, September 1907 to June 1910



8 April 2024Dagwood Dispatches

1st Infantry Division Monument Dedication, 4 October 1924

After World War I, the 16th Infantry selected 4 October as its Organization Day. The date was selected to 
commemorate the day in 1918 when its soldiers captured the small town of Fleville, France from the Germans. 
It was to only regiment in the entire First US Army to achieve its objective on the first day of Phase II, of the 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive. The regiment celebrated its Organization Day for the first two years it was 
stationed at Fort Jay on Governors Island, New York.  There was no Organization Day per se in 1924, however, 
which is not to say that there was no celebration.  Indeed, 4 October 1924 was a special day in the history of 
the regiment, for it participated in the dedication of the unveiling of the 1st Division War Memorial in 
Washington, DC.  Two days previously, some forty-two officers and 1,120 enlisted men of the 16th and 18th 
Infantry Regiments boarded the US Army Transport St. Mihiel in New York Harbor and sailed to the nation’s 
capitol. From the landing dock, the regiments moved to Fort Washington, Maryland, where they were billeted 
for their stay.  On the morning of 4 October, the 16th and 18th Infantry Regiments formed a single composite 
regiment, due to their individual diminutive sizes, and marched to the monument, which had been erected in 
front of the Executive Office Building, just west of the White House.  There, the composite regiment was 
formed before the grandstand, upon which stood President Calvin Coolidge, Maj. Gen. Summerall, and 
numerous dignitaries.  After the requisite oratory by Coolidge and Summerall, the massed bands of the 16th 
and 18th Infantry Regiments played “America.”  Then, Private First Class Dan Edwards, a Medal of Honor 
recipient and true American hero, unveiled a gleaming white column upon which stood the bronze angel of 
“Victory.”  On the base was inscribed the names of division soldiers who were killed in action or died of 
wounds during the Great War.  The monument was a fitting tribute to the thousands of 1st Division men who 
had given their best, and their all, in the service of the United States, and an appropriate way to celebrate the 
regiment’s Organization Day. 

Dedication ceremony of the 1st Division memorial in Washington, DC, on 4 October 1924.
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President Calvin Coolidge, Key Note Speaker, 4 October 1924

President Calvin Coolidge, was the Keynote Speaker at the 
dedication of the 1st Division Memorial.

After the 16th and 18th Infantry Regiments took their place, Maj. General Charles P. Summerall, a wartime Cdr 
of the 1st Division, began the ceremony by reminding the attending multitude of the wartime spirit of the 1st 
Division and that the division never asked to be relieved and never failed to take its objective and to hold the 
ground won. “The bodies of those who fell,’ he said, “always were behind the fighting line and no enemy’s 
hand ever gave them burial.” In his dedication speech, President Coolidge stated that, “This memorial stands 
testimony of how members of the 1st Division looked upon the war. They did not regard it as an opportunity 
for gain, or fame, or glory, but as a call to sacrifice for the support of humane principles and spiritual ideals. 
This monument commemorates no man who won anything by the war. It ministers to no aspirations for place 
or power. But, it challenges attention to the cost, suffering, and sacrifice that may be demanded of any 
generation, so long as nations permit a resort to war to settle their disputes. It is a symbol of awful tragedy, of 
unending sorrow, and of stern warning. Relieved of all attendant considerations, the final lesson which it 
imparts is the blessing of peace, the supreme blessing of peace with honor.”

Maj Gen. Charles P. Summerall (L, center) and Maj. Gen. 
Robert L. Bullard (R, center) observe the 16th and 18th Infantry 
Regiments as the pass in review at the rear of the monument.

Construction workers prepare to hoist the monument’s 
column onto the base. 

PFC Dan Edwards, C Company, 3rd Machine Gun Battalion, 
Medal of Honor recipient, was selected unveil the monument. 
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1st Infantry Division Monument Re-Dedication, 26 May 2024

The 1st Division Memorial in Washington, DC, as it appears today

Lady Victory is a fitting symbol for the Big Red One

The Society of the 1st 

Infantry Division ceremony  

at the monument of the 1st 

Infantry Division in 

Washington, DC, is 

planned for Sunday, 26 

May 2024. The Association 

Governing Board urges 

maximum participation by 

16th Infantry members to 

be a part of this historic 

occasion. The monument 

was originally dedicated on 

4 October (Fleville Day) 

1924 by President Calvin 

Coolidge and Maj. Gen. 

Charles P. Summerall, 

along with the men of the 

16th and 18th Infantry 

Regiments. 

At the time, it included the 

names of all the 5,516 men 

killed in action with the 

division during World War 

I. Since then, 7,431 names 

have been added to the 

monument for a total of 

12,947. Another 661 

names for the Global War 

on Terrorism will be added 

and dedicated at the 

ceremony on 26 May 2024 

in Washington, DC. This 

should be a maximum 

participation ceremony for 

our regiment. 
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Plan for the Current Revisions to the 1st Infantry Division Monument

WWI KIA Lists

WWII KIA Lists

Iraq & 
Afghanistan 

KIA Lists

Future Lists

This plan shows the locations for the KIA for Iraq and Afghanistan as well as the location where names for future 
conflicts can be added. 

Sample plaque for Iraq KIAs that will appear on the revised monument. 

Vietnam & 
Desert Storm 

KIA Lists
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Did You Know?  1st Infantry Division Monument

Location of the 1st Infantry Division Monument and for the 26 May 2024 re-dedication ceremony. 

The monument was conceived by the Society of the First Division to honor the valiant efforts of the 

soldiers who fought in World War I. Located on the corner of 17th and E streets, NW, in the shadow of the 

White House, the monument was constructed in 1924. The center pillar, erected after World War I, 

contains the names of the Division’s 5,516 killed in the Great War. The West Wing was dedicated in 1957 

with the names of the 1st Division’s 4,325 killed in World War II. The East Wing was dedicated in 1977 with 

the names of the Division’s 3,079 killed in Vietnam. In front of the Vietnam Wing, a tablet  was dedicated in 

1995, with the names of the Division’s 27 killed in Desert Storm Gulf War, including the first female soldier 

and the first civilian. The United States Congress has approved adding the names and units of 631 First 

Infantry Division soldiers killed during Operating Iraqi Freedom (439) and Operation Enduring Freedom 

(Afghanistan) (192); and provide space for future conflict BRO KIAs. Planned modifications to the 

monument: (1) Add granite pillars to hold the plaques containing name, rank and unit of each KIA from 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) (2) Rework and properly mount 

on a granite pillar the names of those KIA in Desert Storm. (3) Add granite pillars that could hold 

plaques of BRO soldiers KIA in future wars.

Where to Go on 26 May 2024
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Reunion

The Society of the 1st Infantry Division ceremony  at the 

monument of the 1st Infantry Division in Washington DC, is 

planned for Sunday, 26 May 2024. The Association 

Governing Board urges maximum participation by 16th 

Infantry members to be a part of this historic occasion. The 

monument was originally dedicated on 4 October (Fleville 

Day) 1924 by President Calvin Coolidge and Maj. Gen. 

Charles P. Summerall, along with the men of the 16th and 

18th Infantry Regiments. The project costs an estimated 

$800,000 of which over $600,000 has been raised. If you 

would like to contribute to this effort, please go to the  

Society of the 1st Infantry Division website at: 

https://www.1stid.org/memorials, go to “Donation 

Opportunities,” click on “First Division Monument Fund,” 

and follow the instructions.  Contributors can also go to 

the 1st Infantry Division Monument “Go Fund Me” page at: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/1stIDmonument 

Contributions for the 1st Infantry Division Monument

The 103rd Annual Officers of the First Division Dinner

The 103rd Annual Officers of the First Division Dinner will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2024 at the 

Courtyard by Marriott, Junction City, Kansas. The dinner is an annual event for commissioned and 

warrant officers assigned or attached to the First Infantry Division during combat operations, those 

who served during operational deployments, and those currently serving with the Big Red One. 

Founded in 1919 after World War I, the dinner is held on the last Saturday of April with a program that 

remains largely unchanged: cocktails at 1800; mess call at 1900; regimental colors on display; former 

commanders in attendance; the Division’s band playing regimental marches; an update from the 

current Commanding General; and a toast to our fallen comrades followed by taps and Auld Lang 

Syne. All attendees to the dinner are welcome to attend the chili luncheon on Saturday, the cocktail 

reception before the dinner, and join the veteran officers in the unit Command Posts throughout the 

weekend. Each member attending the dinner can bring one guest, in addition to spouses, such as a 

child or someone with a close relationship to The Division. Surviving spouses of member officers, as 

well as spouses of deployed officers, are also invited. Command Posts (CPs) will be located in suites 

throughout the hotel. CPs serve as the social hub for the weekend and are places where members 

and guests can visit and enjoy drinks. For the schedule of events and registration information go to:

https://ofd1919.org/annual-dinner.html or go the Society of the 1st Infantry Division website on line. 

https://www.1stid.org/memorials
https://www.gofundme.com/f/1stIDmonument
https://ofd1919.org/annual-dinner.html
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Association Membership Drive

FOR THE 
16th INFANTRY

16th Infantry

Association

RANGERS!
We need you to recruit your buddies for membership in our great 

Association. Little by little, our membership dwindles as Father Time 

musters our older members into service in the Heavenly Host and the 

Coronavirus lockdown takes its toll on social veterans organizations 

like ours. As you know our Association engages in a lot of worthy 

projects to help our members and the soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 

but we can’t continue those projects without new members to 

replenish our thinning ranks. Therefore, the Dagwood Dispatches 

and the Board of Governors calls on all of you to commit to bringing

in at least one new member (a lapsed old member counts too!) between now and the end of 2021. The Board 

has authorized the Semper Paratus award for this purpose. One new member will earn you the Bronze award. 

Three new members will earn the silver award. Five new members will earn the gold. Each new Life Member 

will of course receive the Life Member pin. One new member from each of us will double our membership in 

one year or less. Please pitch in and help continue the good work your Associations does for others!

Seven Months to D-Day by Robin Pearce

Seven Months to D-Day : An American Regiment in 

Dorset by Robin Pearce – This is story of the American  Gis 

of the 16th Infantry Regiment who were stationed in Dorset 

County 1943-44 and their seven months among the people 

of southern England prior to D-Day. The book focuses on 

the amiable relationships of the soldiers and their British 

hosts and their remarkable common experiences. The book 

was developed from a series of interviews conducted by 

Robin Pearce in the 1990s of 16th Infantry soldiers who 

temporarily resided there and with the townspeople and 

villagers of West Dorset who provided their own 

recollections of the time. The book contains many 

photographs relating to the regiment including key images 

of the 16th Infantry Regimental Headquarters at Parnham 

House, Soldiers at Lyme Regis, C Company at Bridport, L 

Company, Anti-Tank Company, and many more. The book is 

a must have for understanding how American soldiers and 

foreign civilians can still share peace and friendship in the 

middle of a terrible conflict. 

Semper ParatusDuty First!



Membership ApplicationMembership Application
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________   State: _________   Zip: ________________________

Telephone: _________________________________    E-Mail: ______________________________________

Unit (Co., Bn.): ______________________________    Dates of Service w/Regiment: __________________

Spouse’s Name: _____________________________    Highest Rank while with the Regiment: __________   

If a new member, recruited by whom? ________________________________________________________

Dues: ________________________

Donation: _____________________

Total Enclosed: $_______________

Dagwood Dispatches 15 April 2024

Please fill out all information requested so we can verify or update our database entries. Annual dues are $30.00 per year 

payable  on  1 January of each  year. The  dues year runs from 1 January–31 December. If a  new member joins the 

Association after 1 September of any given year, they are credited with the next year’s dues. If they  join  prior  to  1  

September,  they  are  credited  with  the  current  year’s  dues  only. We  established  this practice because we do not 

have any paid staff, nor the capacity to track dues by the month in which a member joins. Tracking dues on an annual 

basis is the most economic method for the Association. If you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on 

your check and the form.

Please send applications and money to:

Bob Humphries

1734 Ellenwood Drive

Roswell, GA 30075 

(770) 993-8312 

robert_humphries@att.net 

 

Association Membership Drive

WARNING! 

We Need Members!

Rangers, the Association is in dire need of new members. Our WWII cohort is almost gone and our 

Vietnam-era members are dwindling. We lose one or more almost every month. The Association has 

something over 500 members on the rolls, but only about 350 are paid-up members. Of those over 200 

are Life Members. We spend about $6000 a year just to get the Dagwood Dispatches out to everybody. 

With only about 150 annual members at best, our intake from those folks only brings in $3750. You can 

see the problem. To keep the DD going plus any of the other projects we undertake, it’s difficult to even 

break even now. For the past few years, the Association has been conducting a fund raiser in 

November-December. Many of our members have donated generously to help our bottom line and 

frankly, most of those are Life Members were are already paid up. To make matters worse, our Desert 

Storm-era folks are too few to increase our ranks much  and it will likely be about 10 years before we 

begin to see the Iraq and Afghanistan vets beginning to join in large numbers. We have to stay alive 

until then and the only way is for all of us to contact old army buddies and get them to join. Lou Murray 

and Roger Crombie are already working to contact lapsed members in their respective states. I’d like to 

get volunteers for other states as well. Please contact President Brent Cummings at 

gery.cummings91@gmail.com  if you are willing to make phone calls to bring in lapsed members. In the 

meantime, we all have friends we can contact via Facebook, e-mail, phones, etc., that have never been 

members and who might now be willing to re-establish contact with the Regiment. Please what you can 

do to help.

mailto:robert_humphries@att.net
mailto:gery.cummings91@gmail.com
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