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From the Desk of the President |

Season’s greetings and a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all members of the Association
and your families. Whether you’re reading this as the holidays approach or just after they’ve passed, I
hope the season has offered meaningful opportunities to reconnect with loved ones. This time of year

invites us to reflect, reset, and prepare for the opportunities ahead in a new year.

Connection remains at the heart of our Association. I encourage every member of the 16th Infantry
Regiment Association to reach out to former colleagues and friends. These simple gestures not only bring
joy but also remind us of the enduring bonds forged through shared service. While the conditions

in - Brent Cummings

which we served were not always ideal, the friendships, trust, and mutual reliance built during those moments remain lasting
and deeply significant. These relationships highlight why it is so important to sustain and strengthen our Association as we
move forward.

As noted in our previous issue, we continue to make steady progress in raising funds for both the Griffin Scholarship and a
16th Infantry plaque at the Army Museum. I am deeply grateful to all who have contributed—thank you for your generosity.
As we enter 2026, I ask that you continue to keep the Association in your philanthropic plans. I also urge each of you to
support our recruitment efforts, especially in reaching out to our GWOT Veterans. Expanding GWOT participation is a vital
priority and one of our collective New Year’s goals for 2026. Please take a moment to verify your contact information on the
Association website to ensure your phone number and address are up to date and encourage your buddies to sign up as well.
Your presence matters. Your involvement strengthens our mission. And through the Association, you’ll find meaningful
connection and purpose—serving as a bridge between our legacy and our future.
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Semper Paratus! Always Ready!

G. Brent Cummings
President
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From the Desk of the Honorary Colonel |

Fellow Rangers of the 16th Infantry Regiment,

As we enter the holiday season, Kristy and | extend our warmest wishes to you
and your families. Whether you are surrounded by loved ones or spending the J
holidays quietly, please know that you remain very much in our thoughts. This time
of year invites reflection and gratitude for the bonds we share through service in
the Regiment.

We were saddened by the recent passing of Charlie Shay. Charlie’s connection
to the 16th Infantry Regiment ran deep, and his life and service left a lasting mark
on our community. He will be missed, and | know many of you will join me in goger A. Crombie
keeping his family in your thoughts during this season.

Looking ahead, | hope you will mark your calendars now for the 2026 BRO Reunion in the
Washington, D.C. area. Its location should make it accessible to many who have not been able to
attend in the past, particularly our post-9/11 Veterans. These reunions are not just about tradition—
they are about reconnecting, welcoming new faces, and strengthening the ties that bind our
Regiment across generations. | sincerely hope you will consider joining us.

| also want to recognize COL(R) Dee Daugherty for his recent efforts supporting 1st Battalion,
16th_Infantry Regiment, currently deployed in Eastern Europe during the holidays. Dee has been
working with Soldier and Family Readiness leaders and trusted partners to ensure our Iron Rangers
and their families feel the Regiment’s support while far from home. His quiet leadership reflects the
best of who we are.

Thank you for what you continue to represent. | wish each of you a peaceful holiday season and a
healthy, fulfilling New Year. | look forward to seeing many of you in 2026.

“No Mission Too Difficult. No Sacrifice Too Great. Duty First!”
Semper Paratus!

Roger A. Crombie
Colonel, USA (Retired)

8th Honorary Colonel of the Regiment

1st Infantry Division Reunion - 2026

Society of the 1st Infantry Division
2026 Reunion
24 — 28 June 2026

Springfield Hilton
6550 Loisdale Road Springfield, VA
$139/night + taxes, breakfast included
Reserve by: 22 May 2026
(reservation code TBD; don’t reserve yet)

26 June - Friday

Tentative Schedule
Red = Voluntary/Fee-based
Blue = Standard Events

25 June - Thursday 27 June - Saturday

0830-1000: Spouse No Host
Brunch

1030-1500: Bus Hop-On/Hop-
Off DC Circuit (Sites,
Museums)

1500-1800: Daytime Bus Tour
(National Mall, Key Sites)
1800-2030: Reunion Welcome
@ Mount Vernon (costs
covered by the McCormick
Foundation)

Dagwood Dispatches

0800-0930: Conflict Breakfast
1000-1300: Arlington National
Cemetery (Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, Women’s
Memorial)

1300-1630: Army National
Museum

1700-1830: SFID Board
Meeting

1930-2230: Night Bus Tour
(Mall, Key Sites)

3

0900-1000: General
Membership Meeting
1015-1045: Memorial Service
1800-2100: Reunion Banquet
(Guest Speaker: LTG (R)
Douglas Sims)

-
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I From the Desk of Iron Ranger 6 l

LTC Sacchieri and the 1st Battalion are currently deployed to support the United States’
commitment to NATO allies and partners. Thus, no report was rendered for this issue. Instead, the

editorial staff of the Dagwood Dispatches offers, below, a few glimpses of a recent Iron Ranger
activities.

MSN features B/1-16 IN training in
Bulgaria, https://bit.ly/4pZDDu5, Nov. 10;
https://bit.ly/4ps2Ltw, Nov; and : - —
https://bit.ly/3Yi59a4, Oct. Iron Rangers building the platoon live fire

objective. That's a lot of sandbags! Nov. 28.

U.S. Army features TF 1-16 IN training in
Bulgaria, httDS//bIth/48DK|V8, Nov. 3. exp|osive breach as a part of TF 1-16 IN

1st Engineer Battalion Sappers conduct an

platoon live fire exercises in Bulgaria, Dec. 5

January 2026
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Richard Free

Died November 18, 2025
West Frankfurt, IL
A/2-16 IN, Vietham ’68

John Allen Noble

Died August 15, 2024
Brookeville, MD

1-16 IN, Germany, '78-°82
DMOR 2020

Gary Grasson

July 3, 2025

Dayton, OH

A/2-16, Vietnam ‘68-'69

Howard Arthur Parrish
Died August 14, 2018
Fort Wayne, IN

D Co., 16t" Infantry, WW2

Edward Hampton Dodd, Sr.
January 16, 2025
Lovingston, VA

M Co., 16t Infantry
Germany, 1951-1953

Ray Hudgins
Died February 9, 2025
McLemoresville, TN

Actions Taken By Your Association

October — December 2025

The Board approved the renewal of the annual
subscription to Zoom for Association
meetings.

The Board approved complimentary annual
Association memberships for those who
contribute substantive submissions for
inclusion in the quarterly Dagwood
Dispatches.

Association E-Mail Updates
Our Association shares timely, urgent updates by email
between issues of the Dagwood Dispatches. Currently, only
about 65% of members receive these notices, because we
only have email addresses for about 65% of our members. If
you want to receive email updates and aren’t receiving them,
please email steven.clay@16thinfassn.org, or update your
email on your profile on the Association’s website at
https://16thinfassn.org/mc4wp-form/.

The Dagwood Wants Your Stories

The Dagwood Dispatches wants to hear from
you! Please consider sending in short (200
words or less) articles that relate to your
military service that you think our members
would find interesting. You can also write
about events as a member of the Association,
or even as members of other veterans’
groups, such as the American Legion, VFW,
etc. You may also include a photograph or two
that relates in some way to help tell the story.
The articles can include military history or
other items of a military nature that make for
good and interesting stories. The events
described should be true, but if they’re funny
enough, they may make the cut anyway!
Please submit articles and send any
questions to the Editor, at
editor.dagwood.dispatches@gmail.com.

Dagwood Dispatches
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16th Infantry Regiment in the Indian Wars 1877-1898
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15 Mar 1869-3 Jul 1883 Kal;sas & Oklahoma

1877-1880

Westward expansion continued to cause friction and conflict with Native Americans, so the regiment was initially
sent to posts in Kansas and Oklahoma. The headquarters was established for the first time at Fort Riley, with
which the regiment was to later establish a long-term association. During this period, several companies served
in the campaigns against the Ute and Cheyenne tribes but experienced little actual combat.

UTES 1879-1880

By Steve Clay
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The regiment then moved down to Texas in 1880. While in the Lone Star State, soldiers of the 16th Infantry
served in the campaigns against Victorio’s Apaches in New Mexico and guarded various posts and patrol stations
throughout west Texas. In 1886, Company K provided the guards to escort Geronimo into captivity at Fort
Pickens, Florida. As security improved Texas, the regiment was transferred once again farther north and west to
Utah as America continued expansion westward.
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16th Infantry Regiment in the Indian Wars 1877-1898

Pine Ridge 1890-1891
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16th Infantry Stations 1888-1898

Most of the regiment was transferred to Fort Douglas, Utah, in 1888, while four companies moved to the tiny
and isolated Fort Duchesne. At Pine Ridge Agency in 1890-91, the regiment participated in the ‘Wounded Knee’
campaign and the four companies at Fort Duchesne were transferred to Fort Douglas shortly thereafter. Finally,
the U.S. Army’s long and arduous task of keeping open the westward roads for America’s expansion across the
continent was complete. In 1896, the regiment, less two companies, was moved to Fort Sherman, Idaho, while B
and E Companies were posted to Fort Spokane, Washington, another very remote location. The regiment
remained in these posts until being called to war once again in Cuba. The 16th Infantry’s participation in the
Indian wars of the west garnered the regiment another three campaign streamers.

Historical Milestones

By Steve Clay
The 16th Infantry Regiment Association is a Commemorative
Partner with the United States World War I Commemorative
Commission and with the Department of Defense
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietham War

The 16th Infantry Regiment Association celebrates the
250th Anniversary of the birth of the United States of
America and the role that the US Army played in winning
and preserving our Freedoms.

o
%

250 YEARS OF SERVICE
SINCE 1775
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I MSG (R) Charles Shay, DMOR 2008, R.1.P. |

By Steve Clay

Many of us old timers remember Charles Shay at the many reunions he attended. Charles was always a
quiet, dignified gentleman who dressed impeccably and always had good things to say. He never
complained about anything. Charles was born in 1924 in Bristol , CT, but grew up on the Penobscot Indian
Reservation on Indian Island, ME. He was drafted in 1943 and took basic training at Camp Pickett, VA, and
at the Surgical Technician’s Course at Fort Benjamin Harrison, IN. He was then sent to England where he
joined the 16th Infantry Regiment and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion’s Medical Detachment. Charles
participated in the D-Day landings at Omaha Beach, the St. Lo Breakout Offensive, the battles at Mons,
Belgium, Aachen, Hirtgen Forest, and the Battle of the Bulge. After crossing into Germany, his regiment
captured the city of Bonn and cleared the Hartz Mountain area northeast of the Ruhr Valley. Charles was
captured while on patrol at Auel, Germany, on 23 March 1945, after the capture of Bonn, but was released
about three weeks later. In October 1945, Shay was discharged from the U.S. Army, but he re-enlisted in
1946 and rejoined the Big Red One in Germany. After about a year in Regensburg, he was transferred to the
796th Military Police Battalion in Vienna, Austria. In 1950, he was again transferred, this time to the 3rd
Infantry Division in Korea, where he was a participant in several key battles of that conflict. Shay was
discharged from the Army again in 1952, after which he joined the U.S. Air Force, from which he retired in
1964 as a master sergeant. He was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, the POW Medal, the Combat Medic
Badge, and several other awards for his military service. Ater his service, Charles returned to Maine, where
he became the senior elder of the Penobscot Indian Tribe and resided on Indian Island. In 2007, Charles
was recognized by the French Government with the award of the Legion of Honor. The following year, Shay
was recognized by the Secretary of the Army as a Distinguished Member of the Regiment for the 16th
Infantry. He was a Life Member of the 16th Infantry Regiment Association.

Charles and Ray Lambert with LTC Charles and buddies near Aachen Charles with Omaha Beach D-Day

Roger Crombie (L) at Fort Riley in October 1944 Memorial he created to honor
Regimental Heritage Visit in 2013 American Indian soldiers
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Iron Rangers Detailed for Charles Shay’s Funeral in France

By Steve Clay
On December 12th, 2025, Iron Ranger leaders and soldiers, already on duty in eastern Europe, traveled to
Normandy, France, to participate in the funeral of MSG (Retired) Charles Norman Shay. MSG Shay served as
a combat medic in the 16th Infantry on D-Day, 6 June 1944. As a 19-year-old private, he landed in the first
assault wave on Omaha Beach. He earned a Silver Star for his actions, which consisted of treating the
Regiment’s wounded and rescuing many of its soldiers from the waters and carrying them to safety. Almost
82 years later, the soldiers of the 16th Infantry Regiment had the honor to carry him to his final resting place
near his comrades who perished on the beaches there.

LTC Sacchieri ,1-16 IN Commander, salutes
Shay’s coffin.

Shay’s funeral was held at the famous Bayeux Shay was buried at private cemetery in Saint-Laurent-
Cathedral in Bayeaux, France. sur-Mer, a town located about a mile from where he
landed on Omaha Beach.

Books about Charles Norman Shay |

Much has been written about Shay. Two prominent works are From
Indian Island to Omaha Beach: The D-Day Story of Charles Shay,
Penobscot Indian War Hero by Harold Prins and Bunny McBride and
Project Omaha Beach: The Life and Military Service of a Penobscot

Indian Elder by Shay. T
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Reopening of the Iraq Theater of Operations, 19 June 2014 |

SPEARHEAD OF THE FlRST INFANTRY DIVISIO

OMAHA BEACH

JUNE 1944 T7() YEARS — ONE MISSION BAGHg)l/J\IEI)FIZ&& 5 oh

16" Infantry: From Omaha Beach to Baghdad
by Joe Heaton
On June 6, 1944, the 16' Infantry spearheaded the 15 Infantry Division’s assault on Omaha Beach. It was not the
first time the 16t Infantry was called to lead the Division, and it would prove not to be the last. We had led at
Oran during OPERATION TORCH and the invasion of North Africa. We led into Aachen, one of the first units to
enter Germany in World War Il. Our 2" Battalion led the way into Bien Hoa in Vietnam in 1965, followed shortly
afterward by our 1%t Battalion. During OPERATION JUNCTION CITY, the subject of the last Dagwood Dispatches,
our 2" Battalion earned a Presidential Unit Citation. We fought at the Tet Offensive and stood our ground on
every front. We have a long, storied history that began over a century ago, and continues to grow.

On or about June 19, 2014, the terrorist, jihadist group known as variously as the Islamic State, ISIS, or ISIL was
on the march towards Baghdad. After U.S. Forces were pulled out of Iraq in late 2011, an unanticipated power
vacuum had emerged, and these jihadis sought to fill the void. As they approached Baghdad, President Obama
determined that they were a legitimate threat to the Iraqi capital of Baghdad, and by extension the U.S. mission
in Iraq. He elected to send a small contingency of American Soldiers in to secure our interests and to stave off the
onslaught of ISIS forces. The first ones in, reopening the Iraq Theater of Operations to conventional forces, were
1-16 IN Soldiers. Specifically, the Army chose 1-16 IN’s scout platoon, with one field grade officer, for this
mission.

At the onset, we did not see our mission as effective deterrence, but as preparing to defend. We had 31 Soldiers:
30 scouts and one field grade (the author) designated as mission commander. We did not know if it would be hell
cast upon us, or ultimately nothing. Intelligence reports said that ISIS was on the march, and that they were one
mile away. It seemed dire as we reacted to President Obama’s order to go back into Baghdad and secure the
Baghdad Diplomatic Support Center (BDSC).

When we landed, we were a small force charged with establishing base security, and our Battalion Commander,
LTC Trent Upton, entrusted us with the mission, as he was finishing his PDSS (pre-deployment site survey) to the
site for contingency operations just as the contingency was coming underway. He flew back to Kuwait on the
plane that we had flown in on, as the orders did not allow him to stay.

___ O OO O OO OO
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Reopening of the Iraq Theater of Operations, 19 June 2014

We were 1-16 Infantry. We were the IRON RANGERS. But we weren’t just the IRON RANGERS. We were SEMPER
PARATUS - Always Ready. We were there as 16" Infantry, representing the Regiment as a whole. It was merely
our turn to be the first into the fray this time. It was our turn to lead the 1°t Infantry Division like others before.

It was our turn to stand up and earn our right to be counted amongst those who had come before us or who had
trained and fought alongside us. The ask was far less than those of June 1944, but it was the “ask” that was given
us. We were to go into the BDSC and to set up defenses against the ISIS advances. It is hard to learn of this by the
recorded histories, but we know. Because we were there.

We landed and we prepared our defenses. Our 30 Soldiers against the ISIS hordes would seem to be a long
gamble, but we were not alone. We were merely the first conventional Soldiers back into Baghdad. When we
arrived, there were already a couple Special Operations Forces (SOF) teams on the ground, as well as logistical
officers.

The SOF elements had missions that were focused outside the gates, so they deferred to this small conventional
element to develop the plan on how to defend the gates themselves. They joined and contributed to a joint
planning conference to devise the disparate units into a comprehensive base defense plan. If it had ever been
tested, it is anyone’s guess whether they would have followed the conventional plan, or whether they would
have taken their munitions to wherever they felt most impactful to the battlefield. It is to their credit that they
think and operate unconventionally. But, also to their credit, the SOF played along, understanding that we were
making a plan, identifying likely courses of enemy action, and preparing everyone by identifying worst-case
scenarios. The SOF were extremely cooperative, even to the point of working with us to determine where best
to emplace their Gustaf recoilless rifles.

There were federal agents assigned to the Regional Security Officer who were actually in charge of the protection
mission. We, as Active Duty military, were subordinate to the State Department’s official authority because this
was not formally a military mission, but a mission in support of a diplomatic mission. The U.S. deployed Apache
gunships to supplement the ground forces. The RSO had command of about 200 contracted security guards from
Africa, but he, too, allowed the Active Duty conventional Army to work out the best emplacement of his guards
in those scenarios, and agreed to his assignments of tasks and purposes under specific contingencies.

The RSO leaned heavily on our training and planning experience to help him develop the Noncombatant
Evacuation Plan (NEO) for the region. In the event of an order to evacuate American citizens from the region
surrounding Baghdad, it was 16" Infantry Soldiers who designed the procedures to control the entrance, vetting,
and flow of civilians trying to flee the battlefield. After a month, the brigade commander sent the company
commander from A/1-16 IN, CPT Satterwhite, to have direct supervision of the detail, with his own Soldiers
replacing the Scout Platoon. After three months, President Obama ordered 300 more Soldiers in; LTC Upton also
returned, to control the security of the BDSC and the Baghdad Airport. Yet again, the 1% Infantry Division chose
the 16" Infantry to lead the way.

E—
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Dagwood Art Corner |

This quarter, I'd like to
thank Josh Hunsucker (B/2-
16 IN, 2006-10) and Michael
Bailey (B/2-16, 2006-2008)
for contributing poems and
Nicho Zarrabal (B/2-16 IN,
2006-11) for contributing his
art work. I'd also like to
thank Darrell Gibson (C/1-
16, 1968-69) and Scott
Rutter (C/2-16, 1990-91) for
discussing their books,
highlighted on the next
page. If you’d like to
contribute your own pieces,
please send them via email!

Josh’s poem, about a
classmate at the Infantry
Officer Basic Course, adds
to his recently published
collection, Extended Stay,
available on Amazon.

Extended Stay

Once | Had A Friend

by Josh Hunsucker
Once | had a friend
Well, a classmate
But, | guess- A friend
| hesitate because
We were friends of
circumstance
We were friends of
familiarity
But, of course— A friend
He was a quarterback
He was a pitcher
And he let his friends know
He’s a little country
My friend, Country Beau
Bless his heart

Once | had a friend

Ya know, Country Beau
Um yeah- The friend

Beau didn’t hesitate
because

He was involved in a
circumstance

He and guns had a
familiarity

Ya might not know

He had something to prove
He became known

And because we’re friends,
| know

He showed me the tape

My friend, Country Beau
Bless his heart

Once | had a friend
Yeah, it’s Country Beau
Yeah Yeah— The friend
Beau, | hesitate because
You can’t judge his
circumstance

Unless, maybe, you had
familiarity

But of course- A friend
Doesn’t lie, just like game
tape

Doesn’t that feel true?

| saw the tape ya know
Looked clean to me
Good shot Country Beau
Bless his heart

Once | had a friend

Still on Country Beau

As you know- A friend
Beau didn’t hesitate
because

| was also involved
circumstances

We were friends of
familiarity

Yeah sure- A friend

It was just— His enthusiasm
It was just— His sparkling
eyes

Good reminder to know
know

| probably once seemed
like—

Like Country Beau

Bless his heart

— I wonder how he is doing
| mean, after all that | have
left unsaid

— I wonder how he is doing
After what he did

| mean, after what happened
when he got back

— I wonder how he is doing
After it went off track

| mean, after what happened
when he redeployed

— I wonder how he is doing
After he got paranoid

And ya know, what
happened when he got
back- Again

What’s a bond? Whatsa
friend?

It is a wonder that he even
is doing, ya know?

— | wonder how he is doing
He’s called Country Beau
Bless his heart

Dagwood Dispatches

L2

January 2026




Dagwood A

Charlie Rangers at War:

An Infantry Soldier’s Journal
Vietnam 1968-1969

By: Darrel Gibson with 17 LT. Robert Cooper

Company C, 5/80™ Inf.
9" Infantry Division

Company C, 1/16™ Inf.
1% Infantry Division

Foreword by Maj. Gen. Willard Latham, U.S. Army (Retired)

Darrell Gibson (below, right), using notes
he kept in a pocket notebook while
deployed as an RTO with C/1-16 IN to
Vietnam in 1968-1969 and via long phone
calls with Robert Cooper (below, left), his
former platoon and company commander,
provides an account of the Vietham War
from the perspective of those who fought
in it. Per Mike McLaughlin’s review of the
book, Gibson’s narrative describes how
“step by step, each action was fought.
There are vivid details of the acrid smell of
burnt gunpowder, the sight of enemy
rocket-propelled grenades streaking close
to the ground toward the Americans, and
the near impossibility for the men to hear
each other—let alone coordinate
movements—as the lead is flying.”
Gibson’s book is available on Amazon at
https://www.amazon.com/Charlie-Rangers-
War-Infantry-1968-1969-
ebook/dp/B07CGSZP85.

Dagwood Dispatches

rt Corner |

THE EPIC STORY OF TASK FORGE 2-7 INFANTRY
AND THE 21-DAY ATTACK TO BAGHDAD THAT
CHANGED MODERN WARFARE

LTC (Retired) Scott Rutter's (DMOR 2012)
and COL Matthew Paul’'s upcoming book,
to be published in July 2026, provides a
firsthand, dual-perspective account of Task
Force 2-7 Infantry’s (commanded by
Rutter) 21-day campaign from the Kuwait
border to Baghdad during the opening
phase of the Iraq War in 2003. Earlier, in
1990-1991, Rutter commanded C/2-16 IN
during Operation Desert Storm, which
Rutter discusses in a Warrior Maven article
(https://warriormaven.com/news/land/the-
call-to-duty-america-s-obligation-to-our-
veterans). In that article, Rutter explains
that 2-16 IN’s mission (to breach the initial
Iraqi defenses to allow follow-on forces to
pass through and destroy Republican
Guard Forces) “was very intense. Just as
in previous wars, our soldiers never
wavered, despite danger and death all
around. The only things we could trust
were our judgment, equipment, training,
and fellow soldiers. Their sweat reminded
us we were still alive, despite the sand hell
of the Iraq desert. We were dependent on
extended supply lines, away from our
homes, friends, and families. There was
only one direction: north. The only way
home was forward—to crush the Iraqi
defenses. The mighty 16th Infantry—the
Rangers—fought in multiple engagements
against Iraqi enemy forces. We were truly
the “Tip of the Spear.”
https://www.damnfinesoldiers.com/
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Dagwood Art Corner |

Nicho Zarrabal
explained that he created
Black Hammer: | Will End
You “as a way to honor a
great friend and leader,”
SFC (Retired) James
Davison, Jr. (B/2-16, 2006-
2008), who passed away on
September 6, 2018, in
Columbus, GA. James
served in the U.S. Army for
over 20 years, including in
Operation Desert Storm and
three other combat tours in
Iraq. James loved the
military greatly and enjoyed
video games, especially
Final Fantasy.

Dagwood Dispatches

Michael Bailey (HHC/2-16,

2006-2009) submitted the
following poem, inspired by a
college discussion about Iraq,
to which he deployed from
2007-2008.

Untitled

| have been to the land of
deadly roads,

Seen the bodies decapitated
for Allah's name,

I’'ve seen when the red glaring
rocket explodes,

Stood the test of politicians’
blame.

14

END YOU

MAP OF THE LAND OF THE

| did not stay behind the wire,

| kicked doors,

| walked where wilted the glory
whores,

| have laid on the fire.

My fear has left me, burned
away,

By the death | faced each day,
So now | say with a solemn
scoff,

You can fuck right off.

January 2026




Kenneth R. Carroll Inducted into Crawford County (OH)

Veterans Hall of Fame

On November 11, 2025, Crawford County, Ohio, inducted Kenneth R.
Carroll into its Veterans Hall of Fame. Born and raised in Crestline, OH, in
1945, Kenneth enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1962. He completed basic
training and AIT at Fort Knox, KY and then shipped to Baumholder,
Germany, where he was assigned to the 16th Infantry Regiment as a
mechanic. He later was re-assigned to the 509% Airborne in Mainz,
Germany. He graduated from Airborne School and received additional
training in airborne mechanics and recovery. With the 509, Kenneth won
numerous Army boxing championships at various levels. Kenneth
completed his military service in 1965, when he was honorably discharged
from Fort Hamilton, New York. In civilian life, Kenneth lived, worked, and
volunteered in the local Crestline community. Carrol received the 1975

Crestllne Jaycees of the Year Award, and from 1977-78, he was president of the Crestline Area
Jaycees. From 1995-96, he was North Central Ohio Purchasing Association Member of the Year.
Carroll worked at Mansfield Structural Steel as a purchasing manager from 1993-2021, and, from
1985-1998, he was on the Board of Directors. He was part of the North Central Purchasing
Association for 18 years. Carrol has been active as a member of the American Legion. In 1998, he
served as Director of National Affairs District VI, and he also served on the military Honor Guard
and as Commander of American Legion Post 488 for many years. In 2007, while at Mansfield, he
worked with NASA on procurement of specialty alloy beams for a lunar rocket project. In 2008, he
worked with engineers at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point on a bridge building prOJect

At left, Carroll as an
Army boxer. In the
middle, as member of
an M-88 recovery crew.
At right, Carroll (light
blue blazer) at West
Point.

David W. Grissom Inducted into Cullman Veterans Hall of Fame l

David Grissom (C Co., 1-16 IN, Vietnam 1968-1969) was inducted into the
Cullman (Alabama) Veterans Hall of Fame on November 5, 2025. Grissom
participated in the Battle of Loc Ninh, the Mekong Delta campaign
(alongside Navy Riverine forces), and the Plain of Reeds, including 74
combat insertions, for which he earned the Air Medal. He also earned the
Bronze Star, the Combat Infantryman Badge, and a Purple Heart. After
recovering from his injuries, he served with the 9t Military Intelligence
Division along the Cambodian border. After Vietnam, Grissom returned
to Cullman, where he worked a factory job before transitioning into law
enforcement with the State of Alabama Narcotics Investigation Team and
as an undercover investigator. He later worked for the Morgan County
Sheriff’s Department and the Decatur Police Department. He was named
Alabama’s Young Law Enforcement Officer of the Year in 1974. After
marrying and starting a family, he left law enforcement in 1979 to start a
jewelry business, from which he retired in 2004. He later launched a farm
equipment sales company and a rental property company.
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These notes were sent in some time ago in response to our ads about sending in your articles for the Dagwood
Dispatches. In developing the DD, |, as the (now former) editor, had to juggle what goes in when. The two articles on
this page are overdue and the blame is mine. Nevertheless, | hope they inspire others to relate things of interest to all
out members. Remember to celebrate Veteran’s Day, the US Army’s 250th Anniversary, and the 250th of the United
States of America.  -Steve Clay

A Day I Will Always Remember |

In a box, on a shelf, on a rack, in some dark and dusty warehouse, is the 1-16 Infantry’s daily report for 4
February 1966. Not a day that is remembered by many, but it is to a very few. The day that a night
ambush patrol went bad. Not from the two thousand NVA they said were out there, but probably two VC.
One to fire a shot to make us take cover, the other to detonate Claymores as we got up to move on. It
was only five to ten minutes of that day, but it was the last day for SSG Paul R. Setzer, for SSG Charles
E. Strader, for SGT Arnold E. Ison, for SP4 John H. Thompson, for SP4 Stanley J. Thompson, for PFC
Antonio Barbosa-Villafane, and for PFC William A. Bason; two days before the last day for PFC Samuel
L. Dellos; and eleven days before the last day for SP4 Stephen E. Laier, who would receive a DSC for
applying tourniquets to his shredded legs, recalibrating his radio, and calling for help. The day they said
nine others were wounded. The day | will always remember.

(Steve asked Bill about the location of the incident in a follow-on e-mail.)

Thanks Steve. As for the location of the ambush, | can just say outside the wire from base camp at Lai
Khe. | do not have any pictures as | really did not know any of the guys. | was an attached machine
gunner from 1st Platoon. It was 2nd Platoon’s turn and with the 2,000 NVA out there, they decided to add
some more firepower. | joined the 16th in July of ‘65 as a filler and just knew the guys in my platoon.
Thanks again and hope to see you in Chicago next year at the 1st ID reunion.

William “Bill” Kania, DMOR 2002

A Note from LTC Moses Scheinfeld |

L"HU
Steve:

Greetings from the City of Angels. Please G-D, all is well with you and your family.

A belated thank you for the below. The video is inspiring — the U.S. is truly the greatest place on earth for
freedom and the opportunity to purse happiness. May G-D bless and protect her to be so 250 more years
and forever.

A quick update. | returned back to Los Angeles right before Passover. It was very special to spend the
Festival of Freedom with my family and friends. | was away almost a year.

My time at Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR, the mission to destroy the remnants of ISIS/Da’esh and to
support our partners in Iraq and Syria to do the same) was, professionally and personally, an outstanding
experience. | was the Psychological Operations (PSYOP) Chief for OIR and learnt more about real-world,
conflict/combat PSYOP in an almost a year than | would in 10 years back in the States. It was a joint
assignment, so | worked with phenomenal warriors from the Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Space Force. It
was also a combined/allied mission, so | had the opportunity to work with servicemembers from the UK,
France, Italy, Belgium, Germany, South Korea, Hungary, and other allied nations. | was blessed to work
with so many first-rate professionals — selfless, smart, and sharp. Based out of Kuwait, | had missions that
brought me to Syria, Jordan, Iraq (Baghdad/Irbil), and Kyrgyzstan.

LTC Moses Scheinfeld, DMOR 2008
16 |




YOUR REGIMENT NEEDS YOU!

16TH INFANTRY
REGIMENTAL
g MARKER/PANEL
R AT U.S. ARMY
MUSEUM

Please consider donating to See page after next for details
support the Association’s on how to donate!
fundraising efforts! https://armyhistory.causevox.com/16th-Infantry-Plague

From the Desk of the Dagwood Dispatches Editor l

Hello Fellow Rangers!

I'd like to thank Steve Clay, Erik Anthes, Josh Hunsucker, Jared Hermann, Nicho Zarrabal,
Joe Heaton, Keith Nguyen, Matt Stern, Darrel Gibson, Scott Rutter, Kenneth Carroll, Michael
Bailey, Bill Kania, and Moses Scheinfeld for their contributions to this issue of the Dagwood!
Please consider contributing your own stories, photos, articles, anecdotes, and other such
objects related to the 16th Infantry Regiment, past or current Association Members, and/or past
or current Soldiers serving with or in Regimental units. You can submit content to and otherwise contact me
at editor.dagwood.dispatches@gmail.com.

We’ve added QR codes to the fund-raising pages in this newsletter to make donating easier. Simply scan
the QR code with your smart phone’s camera and click on the link that pops up to go to the donation site.
Please consider donating and spreading the word about the Association’s fund-raising efforts!

Semper Paratus!

Jeff Jager V w 1
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired) w |
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Colonel Gerald K. Griffin Scholarship

Please consider donating to the Griffin Scholarship fund! The Association
cannot offer a scholarship at this time because of a lack of funding.

If and when the Association provides funds for $4,000, the Griffin Scholarship
can provide one $15,000 scholarship paid out over a four-year period to a child
or grandchild of a 16th Infantry soldier (current, retired, or veteran in good
standing) attending standard four-year educational institutions, as well as those
pursuing degrees at vocational or technical colleges and schools. We can offer
annually in years we fund $4,000. A committee of at least three active
Association members selected by the Governing Board will determine
scholarship winners at the annual reunion.

New! We now offer three ways for you to donate!

1) You can now make donations from the Association website! Visit
https://16thinfassn.org/product-category/support-the-association/, select the
“Jerry Griffin Scholar Fund” button, and then select you desired donation
amount! Or use the QR code to the left.

Colonel Gerald K. Griffin
HCOR 1996-2006

2) You can also donate by sending a check made out to “1st ID Foundation”
with “Col. Griffin Scholarship” in the memo line. Send checks to: 1st ID
Foundation, ATTN: Griffin Scholarship, PO Box 607, Ambler, PA 19002.

3) You can leave a legacy from your estate.

The process for applying for the scholarship generally mirrors the 1st ID
Foundation’s process.

VA Info: PACT Act and Veteran Health Care Identification Card

The Veteran Health Care Identification

Card (VHIC): More Than You Think!
By Erik Anthes

PACT Act Covers More Veterans
By Erik Anthes

The VA made a huge change that helps hundreds of thousands of
veterans who were exposed to toxic materials, like burn pits or
chemicals, during their service,. Thanks to the new PACT Act

The Veteran Health Care Identification
Card (VHIC) is issued to veterans

update, many veterans can now get VA health care faster than
before.

If you served in Vietnam, the Gulf War, Iraq, or Afghanistan, or
were in any area with toxic exposure, you might now qualify for
care earlier, without as much paperwork or waiting. Before, some
vets had to fight for years to prove they were eligible. That’s
changing. The rules are simpler, and more people are covered.
This means veterans can get diagnosed and treated before things
get worse, which can help early detection and survivability.

Visit www.pactactinfo.org for more information on this legislation
and whether you or a buddy qualify for these earned benefits.

B/2-16 IN troops
(Keith Nguyen
at right, Sam
Cochran at left)
burning poo in
Baghdad 2007-
2008.

enrolled in VA health care, but its
benefits go beyond your

hospital or clinic. The VHIC can be used
as proof of your veteran status to
access certain military facilities,
including commissaries,

exchanges, and some Morale, Welfare,
and Recreation (MWR) services on
bases—privileges not available to
civilians. These facilities offer
discounted goods, tax-free shopping,
and access to recreational

programs. While it’s not a base access
pass on its own, many installations
accept it as such. For veterans, the
VHIC is a must have

that gives you options whether you're at
home or traveling the country.
https://www.va.gov/health-care/get-

Dagwood Dispatches
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Unit Tribute Plaque, National Museum of the United States Army

The Governing Board has voted to purchase a 16th
Infantry Unit Tribute Plaque for display at the new
16TH INFANTRY REGIMENT National Museum of the United States Army at Fort
" - Belvoir, VA. The Association is now raising money to
SEMPER PARATUS fund the plaque for display at the museum. As members
IKE’'s PRAETORIANS of one of the most decorated and historic regiments in
the US Army, it is fitting that we add our regimental coat
of arms to the walkway in order to honor all the
regiment’'s soldiers who have served this great nation,
especially those who sacrificed all to protect it. Your

= -

contribution is vital to helping support this important
M effort.

L 1 -Cost: $5000
N ¢ -Description: 12 x 18 inches in polished black granite

-Up to 2 images on the plaque
Civi WaR, Inoian Wars, Cusa, WWI, -Character limit 200-250 characters/letters

WWII, CoLo WaR, VIETNAM,
Desert Storm, GWOT

The Association has created a donations page on the
National Museum of the United States Army website.

7 PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATIONS

3 DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATIONS Please consider donatinq TODAYl

6 VALOROUS UNIT AWARDS -
6 MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATIONS https://armyhistory.causevox.com/16th-Infantry-Plague

4 Croix bDE GUERRE WITH PALM

iki% Membership Application iki\(

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone: E-Mail:

Unit (Co., Bn.): Dates of Service w/Regiment:
Spouse’s Name: Highest Rank while with the Regiment:

If a new member, recruited by whom?

Dues:
Donation:
Total Enclosed: $

Annual dues are $30.00, payable annually on January 1st. Dues year is Jan 1-Dec 31. New members who join
Sep 1-Dec 31 are credited for next year; those who join before Sep 1 are credited for the current year only. If
you are paying more than 1 year’s dues, please make note on your check and the form. Please send
applications and payment to the Treasurer, Dan Alix, at 4410 Felmellow Dr, Grovetown, GA 30813. Dan can
answer your membership questions; send inquiries to danielalix@gmail.com.

Apply for membership and pay dues on the Association’s website!

Membership applications: https://16thinfassn.org/administration/membership-application/

Pay dues: https://16thinfassn.org/product-category/memberships/
ARMY ARMY
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16th Infantry Regiment Association

307 North Broadway

Leavenworth, KS 66048
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